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FOREWORD 


The    Study   of   the    Jewish   Blind   in  New  York   City 
(excluding  Brooklyn)    was   made   by  members    of   the    staff   of   the 
Bureau   of  Jewish  Social  Research  under   the    direction   of  Mr.    Samuel 
A.    Goldsmith,    Eire c tor    rf    the    Bureau.      The    Study   of    the   Yonke.a?s 
Home    cf   the   New  York  Guild   for   the    Jewish  Blind  was   made   by 
Dr.    Robert  Axel.      The    sections   dealing  with   the    New  York   Census 
of  the    Jewish  Blind,    the    auxiliaries    and  departments    of   the    Guild, 
excluding    the   Yonkers   Home,    and    the    Jewish  homes    for    the    aged  were 
prepared  by  Edith  Mozorosky.      The   work   of   the    Jewish  Social   Service 
Association,    the    New  York  Ass©ciation   for    the    Blind,    the    Department 
of   Public  Welfare    of  New  York  City,    and   the   New  York  Institute    for 
the    Blind  was    surveyed  by  Gertrude   E«    Vi teles. 

Grateful  acknowledgement   is   herewith  made    of   the    co-oper- 
ation  ©f   the    ©rganizations    included   in   the    study.       Special   thanks 
are   due    to   the   Yonkers   Home    and    the   Welfare   Department   of  the    New 
York   Guild    for    the    Jewish   Blind   and    to    the    New  York  Association   for 
the    Blind.      These    organizations    not    only    supplied   available    data 
but   also    gathered   additional  valuable   material    for    the    purpose    of 
the    s  tudy . 
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SURVEY  OF  THE  JEWISH  BLIND 


SUMMARY  OF  FACTS 
arid" 
RECOMMENDATIONS 


The  study  of  the  Jewish  "blind  was  undertaken  as  a 
part  of  the  Jewish  Communal  Survey  of  Greater  New  York.   This 
section  deals  with  the  boroughs  of  Manhattan,  Bronx  and  Queens. 
A  study  of  the  Jewish  blind  in  Brooklyn  has  already  been  made . 
This  study,  like  the  Brooklyn  study,  includes  an  estimate  of 
the  number  of  Jewish  blind,  a  description  of  their  present  con- 
dition, a  consideration  of  the  work  of  the  organizations  serving 
the  blind,  public  and  private,  and  a  discussion  of  the  problems 
relating  to  the  care  of  the  Jewish  blind. 
Extent  of  Problem 

As  regards  the  number  of  Jewish  blind: 

The  lists  secured  from  various  organizations  totalled 
1,266.   When  these  lists  were  checked  to  eliminate  duplications, 
it  v/as  found  that  there  were  781  Jewish  blind.   This  is  a  ratio 
of  823  blind  to  every  1,000,000  Jews  In  the  population.   The 
Jewish  blind  constitute  Zl%   of  the  total  number  of  blind  regis- 
tered for  the  area,  whereas  Jews  constitute  25. 9%   of  the  popu- 
lation  of  the  area. 

Of  the  781  blind,  159  were  in  institutions  and  622 
were  living  in  the  community. 

There  were  491  males  and  290  females.   On  the  basis 
of  the  general  Jewish  population  of  Greater  Now  York,  blindness 
would  then  seem  to  be  about  83$  more  frequent  among  Jewish 
males  than  females,  as  compared  with  29.4$  more  frequency  in 
the  general  population  of  the  United  States. 
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7.2%  are  under  20  years  of  age;  71%  between  20  and  6  5 
years;  21.8%  are  65  years  and  over  as  compared  with  the  Jewish 
population  of  Greater  New  York  in  which  40.7%  are  under  20;  57.2% 
are.  $$0ff!$ki   20  and  64  years;  and  2.1%  are  65  years  and  over. 

Over  one -third  (34%)  of  the  group  are  native  born  and 
over  two-thirds  are  citizens. 

Nearly  one -half  (48.7%)  of  the  men  are  married,  and  28% 
of  the  women  are  married.   Over  one-third  (35.9)  of  the  men  and 
(33,7%)  of  the  women  are  single.   About  one-third  of  the  women 
(31.3%)  are  widowed  as  compared  with  10.5%  of  the  men.   Over  one-> 
third  (33.3%)  lost  their  sight  during  childhood  or  youth;  over 
one -half  during  adult  life  and  6.7%  became  blind  in  old  age. 

The  chief  causes  of  blindness  noted  were  Cataract, 
Optic  Atrophy  and  Glaucoma;  39  cases  were  due  to  congenital  causes. 

Over  one-half  (58.8%  of  institution  cases  and  51.8%  of 
non-institutional  cases)  were  reported  to  have  some  chronic  physi- 
cal ailment  and  19.6%  had  additional  physical  defects  such  as 
deafness,  orthopedic  conditions,  etc. 

The  ability  to  read  English  was  noted  for  208  and  of 
these,  155  were  able  to  read  raised  script. 

62.3%  of  the  males  between  20  and  59  years  and  about 
50%  of  the  aged  men  had  some  form  of  gainful  employment:  approxi- 
mately one -fourth  were  engaged  in  sheltered  workshops  and  an 
additional  one-fourth  were  newsdealers;  most  of  the  others  were 
engaged  as  peddlers  or  salesmen;  the  women  were,  in  the  main, 
housewives  though  about  one-third  of  those  between  20  and  59  were 
gainfully  employed  chiefly  in  workshops  or  doing  handicraft  work* 
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The  median  salary  for  man  belov,  60  years  of  age  wa.- 
$17  a  week  and  for  women,  $12  a  week.   Most  of  the  aged  men 
earned  less  than  $10  a  week. 

During  1929,  587  received  some  service  from  agencies 
for  the  blind,  461  received  service  from  one  agency,  95  from 
two  agencies,  26  from  three  agencies „  5  from  four  agencies. 
Social  Agencies 

The  following  agencies  are  engaged  in  work  with  the 
blind: 

Public 

1 '  The  New  York  State  Commission  of  the  Blind 
aids  individual  blind  and  cooperates  with  private  agencies  work- 
ing with  the  blind. 

%'    Department  of  Public  Welfare  grants  pensions 
to  adult  dependent  blind.   In  December,  1928  allowances  were 
made  to  123  Jewish  blind  in  the  area  studied. 

Private  -  Non-Sectarian 

1.  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  gives 
service  to  the  blind  in  their  homes.   It  provides  educational 
opportunities.,  and  furnishes  recreation;  it  assists  the  blind 
in  finding  employment,  supervises  news  stand  dealers,  gives 
temporary  relief,  music  instruction,  operates  a  nursery  school 
and  provides  vacations  for  children  and  adults.   It  maintains 
a  dormitory  for  blind  men. 

It  conducts  a  workshop  for  the  manufacture  of  brooms 
and  mops,  employing  104  men  of  whom  18  are  Jewish.   A  women's 
workshop  employs  55  women  of  whom  5  are  Jewish. 

It  is  indicated  that  471  persons,  14$  of  the  entire 
registration,  were  Jewish.   During  1929,  the  Association  gave 
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some  service  to  over  150  Jewish  individuals - 

2.  Queensboro  Workers  for  and  with  the  Blind 
serves  the  blind  in  the  borough  of  Queens.   At  the  time  of  the 
study,  2  Jewish  blind  people  were  being  served  in  their  own 
homes  and  one  Jewish  woman  was  in  the  Home. 

3 •  The  New  York  Institute  for  Education  of  the 
Blind  accepts  blind  children  from  the  age  of  7  to  21  who  are  not 
physically  or  mentally  handicapped  for  education.   The  children 
live  here  for  5  days  a  week.   At  the  time  of  the  study,  of  120 
pupils  in  the  school  8  were  Jewish;  3  came  from  the  area  in- 
cluded in  our  study. 
Jewish  Agencies 

1.  The  Jewish  Social  Service  Association  serves  the 
blind  as  part  of  its  family  case  work  program.   Cases  in  which 
blindness  is  the  dominant  problem  are  referred  to  special  or- 
ganizations for  the  blind.   However,  where  individual  blindness 
is  merely  one  of  the  problems  of  the  family  such  cases  are  su- 
pervised by  the  J.S.S.A.    During  1929  it  served  87  blind  indi- 
viduals and  partially  blind.   In  general,  the  service  was  ade- 
quate although  there  were  occasional  lapses  in  referring  the 
blind  for  pensions  and  in  recording  diagnoses.   The  majority 

of  the  group  under  care  were  suffering  from  physical  handicaps 
or  chronic  ailments. 

2.  Jewish  Homes  for  the  aged,  while  usually  not 
accepting  blind  by  policy,  occasionally  admit  a  blind  person. 
There  were  27  blind  and  37  partially  sighted  in  homes  for  the 
aged  who  came  from  the  area  studied.   Twelve  were  blind  on  ad- 
mission.  The  Home  for  Aged  and  Infirm  Hebrews  accepts  blind 
aged  as  well  as  other  dependent  aged. 
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3.  The  Now  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind  consists 
of  the  following  departments:   the  Welfare  Department,  the 
Home  for  the  Jewish  Blind,  the  Pencil  Office,  and  the  Financial 
Office.   It  has  2  auxiliaries,  the  Vacation  Gamp  and  Dormitory, 
and  the  Community  Workers  Auxiliary. 

The  first  four  are  governed  by  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Guild  but  arc  not  conducted  under  a  central  administra- 
tion.  The  auxiliaries  are  each  operated  by  separate  Boards  of 
Directors . 

a.  The  Welfare  Department  of  the  Guild  assists  the 
blind  in  their  own  homes.   It  gives  continuous  service  to  the 
blind  in  the  Bronx  and  Manhattan,  and.  occasionally  serves  Brook- 
lyn cases . 

Since  Its  inception,  the  Welfare  Department  has  had 
846  cases  referred  to  it.   Of  this  number,  352  have  been  re- 
moved from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  society  primarily  because 
of  death,  removal  to  Brooklyn,  or  out-of-town;  in  addition,  138 
could  no  longer  be  located  by  visitors  of  the  organization. 

During  1929,  some  contact  was  reported  with  147  cases. 
At  the  time  of  study,  the  Department  was  serving  regularly  89 
people  from  the  area  studied  and  1  from  Brooklyn;  10  men  known 
to  the  Department  were  under  the  direction  of  the  supervisor  of 
news  stands.   Regular  allowances  were  being  given  to  66  indi- 
viduals, clothing  to  4,  holiday  supplies  and  coal  to  3,  and 
other  services  to  16. 

Service:  Records  of  the  Department  were  inadequate 
for  study  of  problems  or  service.   Information  from  the  records 
supplemented  by  the  workers  showed  the  following:   As  far  as 
medical  problems  were  recorded,  they  were  met  by  the  Department 


through  use  of  clinics  and  doctors.   The  Department  itself 
provided  nursing  care  for  many.   With,  few  exceptions ,  the  De- 
partment attempted  to  secure  citizenship  for  adults  and  made 
application  for  the  blind  pension  for  those  eligible.   Only 
a  small  proportion  of  the  group  were  referred  for  vacation  care 
but  the  extent  to  which  vacations  were  secured  by  the  group 
themselves  is  not  indicated. 

The  Department  was  able  to  place  Its  clients  in  the 
Guild  workshops  but  did  not  make  any  placements  in  regular  in- 
dustry or  in  other  workshops.   It  has  no  facilities  for  home 
teaching  of  its  clients. 

In  giving  relief ,  the  Department  did  not  use  a  stand- 
ard budget  nor  did  it  make  a  thorough  investigation  to  discover 
the  possibilities  of  assistance  from  relatives.   Amounts  were 
determined  by  workers  and  were  based  not  only  on  the  needs  of 
the  individual  but  on  the  needs  of  the  whole  family  of  which 
he  was  a  member.   Relief  In  kind  was  given  through  groceries, 
clothing  and  coal. 

Services  to  other  members  of  the  client's  family  in- 
cluded medical  and  nursing  care,  employment  service,  legal  aid 
and  scholarships. 

Approximately  half  of  the  cases  had  been  under  care 
for  5  years  or  more. 

Half  of  the  group  reported  some  chronic  physical 
ailment  or  defect;  53  were  totally  blind. 

One-half  of  the  men  were  unemployed.   In  all  but  one 
instance,  this  group  was  unemployable  because  of  chronic  ill- 
ness or  lack  of  adjustment  to  recent  blindness. 
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App 11  cations  for  admission  to  the  Guild  Home  are 
investigated  by  this  department.   Follow-up  visits  are  made  and 
after-care  work  is  done  only  at  the  request  of  the  Home. 

The  Gobbling  Shop  maintained  for  clients  provides 
part-time  work  for  11  men,  their  average  age  being  55  years. 
The  salaries  which  range  from  $4  to  $9  .,50  a  week  represent  re- 
lief as  well  as  earnings.   With  few  exceptions,  the  men  em- 
ployed were  either  mentally  dull  or  too  feeble  to  do  full  time 
work. 

A  supervisor  of  news  stands  paid  by  this  Department 
works  under  the  supervision  of  the  Community  Workers.   Fifty- 
seven  dealers  Including  16  Jewish  dealers  and  41  non- Jewish 
dealers  were  visited  during  the  month  of  study.   Ten  of  these 

Jewish  men  were  also  under  the  supervision  of  the  Lighthouse. 

is 
Mi  Ik/ furnished  to  undernourished  children  in  the 

blind  classes  and  sight  conservation  classes  of  the  public 

schools  and  in  the  sight  conservation  groups  at  the  Community 

Center. 

k*  The  Vacation  Camp  and  Dormitory  provides  three 
weeks  vacation  free  for  blind  men  and  women  16  years  of  age 
and  over  at  its  camp  in  Rye.   The  Camp  has  a  capacity  of  45. 
The  Auxiliary  maintains  a  dormitory  for  blind  working  men  who 
are  employed.   At  present,  there  are  11  residents  of  whom  10 
are  Jewish.   The  Auxiliary  also  distributes  some  relief  to  the 
blind  and  their  families. 

c.  The  Community  Workers  Auxiliary  of  the  New  York 
Guild  for  the  Jewish  blind  maintains  a  center  for  recreation 
and  educational  activities  for  the  blind,  both  Jewish  and  non- 
Jewish,  of  Greater  New  York  and  its  environs.   It  is  estimated 


that    1,500  blind  use    the   house    during  a   year.      The   Auxiliary 
maintains   a   textile   weaving    shop  employing   14  men,    11  Jewish 
and  3  non-Jewish,    and   a  dolls'    wig   shop   employing  20  blind 
girls,    15   Jewish  and   5  non-Jewish.      Occasionally,    the    executive 
director   is   able    to   assist  blind   people    in  securing  employment. 

d.    The    Pencil   Office   raises    funds   for   the   work   of 
the   Guild   through  the    sale    of  pencils   by  mail.      This   office 
employs    five   blind   girls  who   are   engaged   in  the    stamping   of 
pencils,    folding  of  enclosures,    and   other    clerical  work. 
e  *    Home    for    the    Jewish  Blind 

Extent   of   Problem  of  Blindness.      In   considering 
the    capacity  of    the    new  buildings   which  the    Guild   proposes    to 
erect,    it   is   desirable    to    study   the    general  need   of    the    Jewish 
community.      The    following   objective    criteria  may  be    used  as   a 
basis    for    judgment: 

■k*      Incidence    of   Blindness.      There    is    some 
indication   that   the    incidence    of  blindness    among  the    general 
population  of   the   United   States    is   decreasing,    particularly  with 
respect    to   children.      However,    the    Jewish  population  of  New 
York  City  is    gradually  becoming   an  older   group  which  might, 
to   some   extent,    counteract    the    downward    trend   in   the    incidence 
of  blindness.      Also   noteworthy  is    the    fact    that    the   proportion 
of  blindness   among  Jewish  men  in  New  York  City  is    found   to   be 
83/b  greater   than  among  Jewish  women. 

2 .  Allocation  of  the  Blind  in  the  Guild  Home. 
The  study  indicates  that  64  persons  should  remain  in  the  Guild 
Home.      These    comprise    20  children  and  44   adults. 


m  5»   The  Present  Waiting  List  of  the  Guild  Home.   A  study  of  the 

waiting  list  as  of  November,  1929  indicated  that  5  persons  desired  ad- 

i 

mission  to  the  home  but  had  not  yet  been  admitted  because  of  lack  of 
room.  These  included  1  infant,  1  man  and  3  women.  On  March  4,  1930 
the  waiting  list  consisted  of  8  applicants. 

^ •   The  Blind  in  Homes  for  the  Aged.   There  might  be  considered 
as  possible  applicants  for  the  Guild  Home  a  maximum  of  16  persons  who 
were  totally  blind  at  the  time  of  admission  to  the  homes  for  the  aged 
in  New  York  City. 

^ •   Dif f icultie s  Encountered  by  welfare  Organizations  in  Securing 
Institutional  Care  for  the  Jewish  Blind.   None  of  the  records  of 
other  agencies  indicated  a  need  for  institutional  facilities  that 
could  not  be  met  by  the  homes  for  the  aged,  the  New  York  Institute 
for  the  Blind  or  by  the  Guild  Home.   A  study  of  the  cases  under  care 
of  the  'Welfare  Department  revealed  but  2  or  three  blind  persons  who 
might  profit  by  institutional  care. 
Facts  Concerning  the  Home  for  the  Jewish  Blind . 

Age  Distribution  at  Time  of  Study.   On  the  date  of  the  study, 
October  15,  1929,  the  Home  for  the  Blind  cared  for  76  persons  (35 
males  and  41  females)  ranging  from  infancy  to  old  age.   Of  this  num- 
ber, 28  persons  (36.7$)  were  under  the  age  of  23  years  ■    11  persons 
(14.5$)  between  20  and  50  years;  8  persons  (10.6$)  between  50  and  60 
years  of  age  and  29  (38.2$)  were  60  years  of  age  and  over. 

Physical  Facilities.   The  physical  facilities  for  the  care  of  the 

J  blind  are  inadequate.   There  is  evidence  of  crowding  with  respect  tc 

housing,  recreation,  education  and  vocational  training.   There  is  al- 
w 

so  a  need  for  infirmaries  in  the  men's  and  women's  buildings,  separate 
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grooms  for  isolation,  reception  quarantine  and  medical  examinations, 
and  separate  Superintendent's  office,  stenographic  and  record  rooms. 
The  New  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind  is  conscious  of  the  need  for 
adequate  physical  facilities. 

Personnel .   The  Home  maintains  a  highly  qualified  and  well- 
trained  staff  and  there  is  evidence  of  good  coordination  among  the 
various  departments .   The  majority  of  the  staff  members  have  been  in 
the  Home  for  a  period  exceeding  four  years.  However,  the  detailed 
duties  of  the  Superintendent  with  respect  to  the  care  and  supervision 
of  the  Home  are  too  numerous  and  varied.   Also,  no  provision  is  made 
for  a  regularly  employed  infirmary  nurse. 

Types  of  Cases  Accepted.   The  Home  accepts  all  cases  of 
blindness  from  infancy  to  old  age.   These  comprise  children  from 
broken  homes,  individuals  who  need  to  be  adjusted  to  recent  blindness 
and  those  whose  homes  are  inadequate  for  the  necessary  educational 
and  vocational  training  and  treatment  of  health  conditions  other  than 
blindness . 

The  t-ypes  of  blindness  accepted  include  total  blindness, 
partial  blindness,  progressive  impairment  of  vision  and  operative 
cases.   The  Home  also  accepts  cases  of  blindness  which  are  accompanied 
by  other  physical,  mental  and  personality  difficulties.  However,  con- 
tagious, infectious  and  bedridden  blind  are  not  admitted. 

A  large  majority  of  the  children  presented  major  problems 
other  than  blindness  at  the  time  of  admission.   Major  ailments  were 

i   . 

indicated  for  24  children  under  20  years  of  age.   Of  this  number  there 
jk  were  12  health  problems,  8  mental  problems  and  4  behavior  problems 
(only  dominant  problems  are  here  considered).   Of  the  19  blind 
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between  20  and  60  years  of  age,  9  persons  presented  primarily  health 
problems.   Among  the  aged  group  there  were  few  problems  other  than 
blindness.   Of  the  blind  over  60  years  of  age,  there  were  but  5  in- 
stances of  major  physical  ailments. 

Social  Investigations,   The  social  investigation  of  the 
blind  prior  to  admission  was  found  to  be  inadequate-.   There  was  no 
evidence  of  re-investigation  of  the  family  situation  and  no  routine 
follow-up  of  the  blind  after  discharge  from  the  Home. 

Extent  of  Feeblemindedness.   Of  the  18  children  for  whom  in- 
formation was  available,  12  children  were  found  to  have  inadequate  in- 
telligence; of  this  number  8  children  were  apparently  feebleminded. 
"T'o.q   remaining  6  children  were  of  normal  or  superior  mentality,. 

Treatment .   The  health  work  is  highly  satisfactory.   The 
blind  are  followed-up  periodically  and  all  health  conditions  receive 
prompt  attention.   Annual  routine  physical  examinations  are  adminis- 
tered on  all  children.   Extensive  utilization  is  made  of  the  facili- 
ties of  the  Rome  and  outside  health  organisations . 

Until  two  years  ago  the  children  received  routine  mental  ex- 
aminations and  periodic  follow-up.  Since  that  time,  however,  the  Home 
has  not  availed  itself  of  psychological  services  for  the  blind. 

Educational  Progress.   The  educational  progress  of  the 
children  was  generally  in  conformity  with  their  mental  equipment.   Of 
the  28  children  studied,  9  children  were  attending  kindergarten  in  the 
Home,  12  children  were  attending  classes  for  the  blind  or  sight  con- 
I  servation  classes  in  the  elementary  schools  and  3  children  wore 
attending  high  school. 


Educational  and  Vocational  Training.,   The  educational  and 
vocational  training  of  the  pre -school  children*,  school  children,  the 
middle-aged  group  and  the  aged  blind  was  found  to  he  highly  satis- 
factory.  The  Home  has  niaae  great  effort  to  adjust  the  mentally  re- 
tarded children,  but  the  indications  are  chat  the  majority  of  these 
children  will  be  in  need  of  permanent  custodial  care.   The  occupation- 
al therapy  administered  to  the  aged  is  particularly  noteworthy.  The 
workshop  and  weaving  room,  however,  were  found  to  be  inadequate  for 
the  present  institutional  population,  with  respect  to  extent  of  space 
and  facilities . 

Recreational,  Cultural  and  Religious  Activities.   The  Home 
has  developed  a  good  recreational  and  cultural  program.   Children  of 
age  receive  religious  instruction  and  all  Jewish  holidays  and  dietary 
laws  are  observed. 

Number  of  Persons  Discharged.   Since  its  inception  the  Home 
has  discharged  84  persons  comprising  26  children  under  18  years  of 
age,  15  persons  from  18  to  50  years,  6  persons  between  50  and  60  years 
and  35  persons  over  60  years  of  age.   Most  of  the  aged  indicated  as 
discharged  had  died  in  the  Institution.   In  2  cases  the  age  at  the 
time  of  discharge  was  not  available. 

Length  of  Stay.of  Discharged  Group.   The  average  length 
of  stay  of  the  children  under  18  yoars  of  age  discharged  from  the  Home 
was  3.1  years,  those  between  18  and  50  years  had  remained  under  care 
for  an  average  period  of  2.3  years  and  those  over  50  years  of  age  had 
been  in  the  Home  for  an  average  period  of  1.8  years. 

To  Whom  Discharged.   Children  are  generally  discharged  to 
their  parents.   The  older  groups  are  discharged  to  their  parents,  to 
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the  Vacation  Camp  and  Dormitory  or  remain  in  the  Home  permanently. 

I 

The  blind  who  are  discharged  from  the  Home  either  continue  with  their 
1  studies  or  receive  employment,  generally  at  the  Community  Workshop  or 
the  Pencil  Office,   There  are  but  few  sources  of  employment  for  the 
blind  at  the  present  time.. 

Status  of  Discharged  Blind  at  Time  of  Study.   In  view  of  the 
recent  organization  of  the  Home,  particularly  with  respect  to  its  work. 
with  the  adult  blind,  generalizations  regarding  the  success  of  the 
Home  in  preparing  the  blind  for  vocational  and  social  adjustment  in  the 
community  cannot  be  made  at  this  time.   However,  it  is  indicated  that 
of  30  individuals  under  30  years  of  age,  for  whom  information  was 
available,  6  persons  were  employed,  15  individuals  were  attending 
school  (4  in  college,  3  in  "high  school,  6  in  elementary  school),  4 
children  were  of  pre -school  age,  1  was  in  a  reformatory  and  6  had  died. 

« 

Of  the  6  individuals  employed,  1  conducted  a  luncheonette  stand,  1 
was  employed  in  a  printing  shop,  1  was  in  the  Pencil  Office,  2  were 
employed  in  the  Community  Workshop  and  1  was  employed  as  a  saleslady. 

Inter -relationship  of  Agencies,   There  was  evidence  of  some 
lack  of  coordination  among  agencies  working  with',  the  blind.   The  New 
York  Guild  did  not  always  make  adequate  use  of  the  J.S„S,A,  for  servic-^- 
to  families  requiring  relief.   Furthermore  in  cases  carried  by  both 
the  Guild  and  the  New  York  Association  there  was  no  joint  planning  or 
service . 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

As  a  result  of  the  study  of  the  extent  of  the  problem  and 
the  method  of  care  of  the  Jewish  blind,  the  following  recommendations 


i 

are  herewith  presented: 
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A.  All  Jewish  blind  individual  members  of  families  who  are 
primarily  in  need  of  case  work  service  should  be  referred  to  the  Jew- 
ish Social  Service  Association  for  supervision.   Those  cases  in  which 
blindness  is  the  dominant  problem  should  be  referred  to  the  New  York 
Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind,  and  in  the  absence  of  adequate  facilities 
at  the  Guild  to  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind.   For  the  pur- 
pose of  determining  the  actual  allocation  of  the  blind,  joint  con- 
ferences should  be  held  between  the  Welfare  Department  of  the  Guild, 
the  J.S.S.A.,  and  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  with  respect 
to  the  division  of  work  among  the  organizations.   For  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  all  possible  duplication  of  work,  all  cases  referred  to  the 
New  York  Association  and  the  Guild  should  be  cleared  through  the 
Social  Service  Exchange. 

B.  Organizations  in  contact  with  the  blind  should  refer 
all  cases  eligible  for  blind  pensions  to  the  Department  of  Public  Wel- 
fare. 

C.  With  respect  to  the  New  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind, 
the  following  recommendations  are  indicated : 

1.  All  the  departments  and  activities  of  the  Guild  should 
be  coordinated  under  one  central  administration  and  one  governing 
body.   The  administrative  functions  of  the  entire  organization  should 
be  centralized  in  a  main  office. 

2.  There  is  evidence  of  a  need- for  a  central  placement 
bureau  which  would  include  in  its  personnel  a  trained  employment  work- 
er for  the  purpose  of  developing  a  greater  variety  of  occupations 
available  for  the  blind.   This  employment  worker  should  assume  re- 
sponsibility for  the  placement  and  following-up  of  the  blind,  includ- 
ing those  discharged  from  the  Home  for  the  Blind,  in  industry 
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W  and  workshops . 

5.   It  Is  also  recommended  that  a  trained  Yiddish  speaking 
home  teacher  be  employed  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  the  necessary 
educational  and  vocational  training  to  the  blind  in  their  own  homes  «, 

4.  Consideration  should  be  given  to  the  expansion  of  the 
workshop  facilities  of  the  Community  Workers  Auxiliary,  with  particular 
emphasis  on  a  greater  variety  of  work.   Industries  for  such  workshops 
are  available  but  cannot  be  started  because  of  Insufficient  capital 
funds , 

5.  Subsidies  when  granted  to  individuals  by  the  Welfare 
Department  should  be  made  on  a  budgetary  basis  and  should  follow  a 
thorough  social  Investigation  of  the  applicant . 

6.  An  attempt  should  be  made  by  the  Welfare  Department  to 
develop  a  complete  system  of  record  keeping,  this  should  provide  for 
face  sheets  and  running  history  sheets,  indicating  the  problems  pre- 
sented, services  rendered,  and  including  periodic  summaries  of  the 
family  situation. 

7.  A  complete  social  investigation  should  be  made  of  all 
applicants  to  the  Home  for  the  Blind j  a  copy  of  the  findings  should  be 
submitted  to  the  Home  and  a  duplicate  copy  retained  in  the  office  of 
the  Welfare  Department „ 

D.   With  regard  to  the  Home  for  the  Jewish  Blind,  the  follow 
ing  is  recommended. 

1.   New  buildings  for  the  blind  should  be  constructed  with 
a  maximum  capacity  of  9<?  beds,  to  accommodate  25  children,  35  male 
9   adults  and  30  female  adults,  the  amount  of  bed  space  to  conform  with 
the  standards  of  housing  set  by  the  Department  of  Health.   The  con- 
struction of  the  new  buildings  should  tcke  Into  consideration  the 


following  additional  facilities:  increased  space  for  vocational 
training,  with  particular  reference  to  workshop  and  weaving  room 
facilities,  laundry  and  kitchen  equipment  and  storage, 

iiie  "building  should  also  include  separate  rooms  for 
recreation,  kindergarten,  games,  musical  instruction  and  study. 
Provision  should  also  be  made  for  a  separate  superintendent's 
office,  separate  stenographic  and  record  room,  separate  dining 
room  for  staff  and  help,  more  adequate  housing  facilities  for  the 
staff,  a  separate  receiving  room  for  supplies  and  donations,  a 
separate  medical  examining  room,  infirmaries  in  the  Children's  Home 
and  Men's  and  Women's  Buildings,  and  adequate  outdoor  space  for 
recreational  activities. 

2.  It  is  urged  that  the  personnel  of  the  Home  for  the 
Blind  include  a  night  supervisor  who  should  assume  complete  respon- 
sibility for  the  household  with  such  specific  functions  as  super- 
vision of  nurses,  study  periods  of  high  school  children,  distribution 
of  supplies  and  supervision  of  health  work* 

It  is  also  recommended  that  an  assistant  superintendent 
bu  added  to  the  personnel  who  should  also  assume  the  dutiss  of 
housekeeper  and  dietitian.    Such  responsibilities  should  be  re- 
moved from  the  present  housekeeper  and  relief  worker.    It  is  also 
suggested  that  an  infirmary  nurse  be  added  to  the  present  staff. 
Such  functions  are  at  present  assigned  to  the  relief  nurse  and  to 
a  special  nurse  in  the  case  of  serious  illness. 

3.  Thw  Home  for  the  Blind  should  care  primarily  for  the 
following  blind  persons: 

a.   Children  from  broken  homes. 
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b.  Children  whose  homes  are  inadequate  for  the 
necessary  educational  and  vocational  train- 
ing, health  supervision  and  social  adjust- 
ment „ 

c.  Persons  suffering  from  progressive  impair- 
ment of  vision  which  might  be  checked  by 
general  physical  care,  not  possible  in  their 
own  homes . 

d.  Persons  of  middle  age  (between  20  and  60 
years  )  whose  physical  handicaps  require 
specialized  care  and  whose  condition  does 
not  require  residence  in  a  hospital  for 
chronic  diseases. 

e.  Aged,  helpless  individuals  (over  60  years 
of  age)  who  cannot  be  adequately  cared  for 
by  relatives  or  friends. 

Blind  persons  whose  mental  deficiency  has  been  definitely 
established  on  the  basis  of  clinical  diagnosis  should  not  be  admitted 
to  the  Home.   Such  individuals  should  be  referred  to  special  institu- 
tions for  mental  defectives . 

4.  A  complete  social  investigation  should  be  made  of  all 
applicants  referred  for  admission  to  the  Home  for  the  Blind.   This  in- 
vestigation should  include  a  complete  family  investigation,  clearing 
of  cases  with  the  Social  Service  Exchange,  and  clinical  findings  with 
respect  to  the  persons'  physical  and  mental  condition,  personality 
traits  and  developmental  history.   The  Welfare  Department  of  the  New 
York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind  should  follow-up  periodically  the 
home  situation  of  the  blind  subsequent  to  admission  to  the  Home. 
Detailed  reports  of  the  initial  social  investigation  and  subsequent 
family  contacts  should  be  submitted  by  the  Family  Welfare  Department 
to  the  Home  for  the  Blind.  The  Welfare  Department  should  follow-up 
periodically  all  children  discharged  from  the  Home  until  the  age  of 
21.   This  Department  should  appriso  the  Home  for  the  Blind  of  the 
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educational,  vocational  and  social  progress  of  the  children.   The  com- 
pilation of  such  data  would  be  of  inestimable  value  in  correlating  the 
type  of  training  rendered  by  the  Home  with  vocational  and  social  ad- 
justment in  the  community. 

5.  It  is  recommended  that  the  Home  administer  routine 
mental  examinations  on  all  persons  subsequent  to  admission.   Such  ex- 
aminations should  be  administered  annually  for  the  purpose  of  correla- 
ting variations  in  the  degree  of  blindness,  general  physical  condition 
and  vocational  training,  with  general  mental  alertness. 

6.  The  Home  should  make  a  careful  study  of  the  personality 
deviations  of  both  children  and  adults  and  should  refer  all  cases  of 
serious  maladjustment  for  psychiatric  diagnosis  and  treatment. 

7.  The  Home  for  the  Blind  should  administer  semi-annual 
physical  examinations  on  children  under  its  care.   Such  procedure  is 
at  present  employed  by  standard  child  care  organizations. 

8.  The  Home  should  have  sufficient  vocational  facilities  to 
definitely  determine,  through  experimentation,  the  vocational  apti- 
tudes of  blind  children.   This  process  of  training  should  be  in  con- 
formity with  the  child's  mental  and  mechanical  aptitudes.   An  attempt 
should  be  made  by  the  Home  to  discharge  all  children  whose  homes  have 
been  sufficiently  re-established  to  provide  the  necessary  care  and 
supervision. 

9.  As  Is  Indicated  elsewhere  in  the  report  of  the  New  York 
Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind,  there  is  need  for  the  establishment  of  a 
placement  bureau  which  should  include  in  its  personnel  a  trained 
field  worker  to  maintain  contacts  with  the  various  industries  for  the 
purpose  of  determining  the  variety  of  occupations  available  to  the 
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blind.   This  field  worker  should  be  responsible  for  the  placement  and 
follow-up  of  all  persons  discharged  from  the  Home  who  are  ready  for 
placement  in  the  various  industries . 

10.   In  view  of  the  limited  data  recorded  by  the  Welfare 
Department  and  the  Home,  it  was  not  possible  to  determine  in  each  case 
the  specific  factors  involved  in  the  commitment  of  the  blind.  However, 
it  may  be  stated  in  a  general  way  that  if  the  Home  for  the  Blind  should 
carry  out  our  recommendations  with  respect  to  the  types  of  blind  it 
should  primarily  serve ,  there  are  at  present  4  adult  individuals  who 
might  be  discharged  either  to  their  own  homes  or  to  boarding  homes, 
with  the  necessary  supervision  by  the  Welfare  Department  of  the  New 
York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind.   In  addition,  there  are  8  children 
who  appear  to  be  mentally  deficient.   If  after  continued  study,  mental 
deficiency  is  definitely  established,  these  children  should  be  trans- 
ferred to  an  Institution  for  mental  defectives .   The  remaining  64 
individuals  comprising  20  children,  10  persons  of  middle  age,  and  54 
aged  blind,  appear  to  be  types  of  cases  to  whom  an  Institution  such  as 
the  Home  for  the  Blind  can  render  the  necessary  care  and  supervision. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Purpose  of  Study 

The  study  of  the  Jewish  blind  of  Greater  New  York  was  under 
taken  by  the  Bureau  of  Jewish  Social  Research  as  a  part  of  the  Jewish 
Communal  Survey  of  Greater  New  York.   The  section  dealing  with  Brook- 
lyn was  completed  in  1928,   The  present  report  concerns  Itself  with 
the  Boroughs  of  Manhattan,  Bronx  and  Queens 0 

From  this  study  it  was  hoped  to  get  a  picture  of  the  extent 
of  blindness  among  Jews  in  New  York,  the  problems  presented  by  the 
Jewish  blind  and  the  facilities  available  for  their  care. 
Method 

In  order  to  obtain  as  complete  a  census  of  the  Jewish  blind 
as  was  available  without  a  house  to  house  canvass,  information  was 
secured  about  all  Jewish  blind  known  to  agencies  working  with  blind 
people  o 

The  agencies  included  were; 

Public : 

New  York  City  Department  of  Public  Welfare 
New  York  City  Department  of  Public  Schools - 
Blind  Classes 

Private ; 

Non-Sectarian 

New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 
New  York  Institute  for  the  Blind 
Queensboro  Workers  for  and  with  the  Blind 
United  States  Veterans  Bureau 
Catholic  Center  for  the  Blind 


Jewish  ■ 


New  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind 
Welfare  Depart me n t 
Home  for  Jewish  Blind 


Vacation  Camp  and.  Dormitory 

Community  Workers 
Homes  for  the  Aged- 
Jewish  Social  Service  Association 

All  persons  were  included  with  whom  the  organization  had  had 
some  contact  during  1929.   In  addition  workers  of  the  New  York  Associa- 
tion and  the  Guild  visited  several  hundred  blind  whom  they  had  not 
seen  during  1929  to  get  up  to  date  information;  all  those  blind  whom 
they  succeeded  in  locating  were  also  included.   The  specific  method 
used  in  each  organization,  will  be  reported  in  the  discussion  of  the 
work  of  the  organization. 

There  were  about  two  hundred  blind  of  whom  there  was  record 
but  with  whom  no  agencies  had  had  any  contact  for  from  one  to  fifteen 
years  past;  since  it  was  not  definitely  known  that  they  were  alive, 
they  were  excluded. 

The  census  may  be  incomplete  because  there  are  perhaps  some 
blind  people  not  known  to  any  agency;  but  the  service  of  the  agencies 
for  the  blind  extends  to  those  in  all  walks  of  life  so  that  the  number 
is  probably  not  large. 

All  available  information  was  taken  down  on  individual 
schedules,  a  copy  of  which  is  attached  to  the  report.   There  were  many 
who  were  known  to  more  than  one  agency.   Insofar  as  possible  this  du- 
plication was  discovered  through  a  central  file  and  all  schedules  for 
the  same  person  were  clipped  together.  Here  too,  it  is  possible  that 
there  is  still  some  duplication  since  In  some  cases  differences  in 
addresses  and  spelling  of  names  made  identification  impossible. 
Information 

In  several  organizations  the  Information  was  incomplete,  and 
therefore  persons  known  only  to  these  organizations  had  to  be  excluded 
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|  from  most  of  the  tables .   The  Vacation  Camp,  for  instance  was  able  to 
furnish  us  only  with  names  and  addresses.   For  the  Dormitory,  Community 
Workers  Association  and  New  York  Institute,  little  additional  informa- 
tion was  available „   The  group  excluded  from  most  of  the  tables 
totalled  approximately  50, 
Definition  of  Blindness 

One  problem  confronting  us  in  the  survey  was  to  decide  who 
should  be  included  as  "blind".   As  yet  no  definition  of  blindness  has 
been  adopted  generally  by  agencies  working  with  the  blind,  and  in  ad- 
dition to  those  having  no  sight  there  are  under  their  care  many  who 
have  some  degree  of  vision.   The  standard  adopted  by  the  Department  of 
Public  Welfare  of  New  York  City  includes  all  persons  "incapable  of 
doing  work  requiring  vision  or  of  getting  from  place  to  place  without 
the  sense  of  touch" . 

In  Illinois  the  standard  Is  20/450-"-  vision.   In  the  United 
States  Census  the  group  included  are  those  "who  cannot  see  well 
enough  to  read  even  with  the  aid  of  glasses  --  and  in  the  case  of 
persons  who  are  Illiterate  those  who  cannot  see  well  enough  to  read  if 
they  could  read" .   The  New  York  Guild  has  no  definition  for  determin- 
ing blindness.   This  was  true  until  recently,  also  of  the  New  York 
Association,  but  this  organization  has  now  adopted  a  policy  of  accept- 
ing as  blind  those  who  have  20/70  vision  or  less.   In  most  instances 
the  amount  of  vision  was  not  given  in  the  record,  so  that  even  If  one 
were  to  adopt  an  arbitrary  standard  it  would  not  be  possible  to  apply 
it  to  our  data.   For  this  study  there  were  included  therefore  all 

)  -""This  Indicates  a  degree  of  vision  which  enables  the  person  to  see  at 
a  distance  of  20  feet  what  he  should  be  able  to  see  at  a  distance  of 
450  feet. 
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persons  known  to  the  agencies  working  with  the  blind  who  were  accepted 
for  service  as  blind;  in  other  agencies  there  were  included  in  addi- 
tion to  the  totally  blind,  those  who  had  only  light  perception  and 
those  who  had  difficulty  in  finding  their  way  about,  because  of  lack 
of  vision.   As  a  result  of  this  it  is  probably  true  that  some  degrees 
of  partial  vision  were  included  in  one  group  that  were  not  included  in 
another  group. 
Institution  Group 

Those  who  are  in  institutions  at  the  present  time  are  pre- 
sented separately,  though  included  in  some  of  the  tables. 
Sight  Conservation  Group 

A  number  of  pupils  attending  sight  conservation  classes  were 
known  to  these  organizations.   These  were  considered  separately. 
Agencies  to  which  Blind  are  Known 

For  the  study,  we  used  a  total  of  1,266  schedules.   These 
were  distributed  by  organizations  as  follows; 

Jewish  Blind 


New  York  Association  for  Blind 
Mew  York  Guild,  for  Jewish  Blind 

Welfare  Department 

Camp 

Dormitory 

Community  Workers  Auxiliary 

Home  for  the  Blind 
Jewish  Social  Service  Association 
Department  of  Public  Welfare  (active) 
Department  of  Public  Welfare  (Disappr.) 
Public  Schools 
U.S.  Veterans  Bureau 
Queensboro  Workers  for  the  Blind 
Daughters  of  Jacob 
Home  for  Aged  and  Infirm  Hebrews 
Home  for  the  Sons  &  Daughters  of  Israel 
Home  of  the  Daughters  of  Israel 


Nor 

.-Institu- 

Institu- 

tional 

tional 
62 

Total 

581 

445 

258 

74 

552 

75 

- 

75 
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( Continued)  Non-Institu-   Institu- 

tional       tional    Total 

United  Home  for  Aged  Hebrews             -  2        2 

Home  of  Old  Israel                      -  11 

N.Y.  Institute  for  the  Blind  - 5        5 

TOTAL  1,005  261      1,266 

,  ,  •■   •.'■::    The- information  for  those  outside  institutions  was  secured 
from  9'  different  sources.   The  Community  Workers'  list,  however,  in- 
cluded only  those  who  were  not  known  to  any  other  organization.   It 
was,  therefore,  possible  for  any  blind  individual  to  be  known  to  as 
many  as  8  organizations.   Our  count  shows  that  385,  or  over  one-half, 
were  reported  by  only  one  organization,  133  by  two  organizations,  65 
by  three,  37  by  four,  and  2  by  five  organizations. 

Among  the  159  in  the  institutional  group,  65  were  known  to 
one  agency  outside  of  the  institution,  18  to  two  agencies  outside  of 
the  institution,  and  three  to  three  agencies  outside  of  the  institution 
On  approximately  one-half  of  the  cases,  we  had  information  for  more 
than  one  agency. 
Interviews 

In  order  to  learn  about  the  work  for  the  blind,  interviews 
were  had  with  executives  and  workers  in  each  of  the  organizations. 
Where  there  were  institutional  facilities  these  were  seen.  All  avail- 
able reports  were  read.   In  addition  to  the  agencies  from  whom  records 
were  secured,  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  and  the  New  York 
State  Commission  for  the  Blind  were  consulted. 
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NUMBER  OF  JEWISH  BLIND 

A  register  of  the  blind  in  New  York  State  is  compiled  by  the 
State  Commission  for  the  Blind.   The  list  in  New  York  City  is  secured 
from  agencies  interested  in  the  blind.   The  register  indicates  as 
blind  all  those  who  are  unable  to  do  any  work  requiring  vision.   In 
June,  1929,  there  were  3,155  blind  in  boroughs  of  New  York  outside  of 
Brooklyn.   The  number  of  partially  blind  known  to  the  Commission  was 
not  compiled  for  1929  but  in  1928,  the  number  for  the  State  was  1,804. 
The  number  of  blind  and  partially  blind  in  the  area  is  then  about 
3,700.   Our  Survey  made  on  much  the  same  basis  as  the  State  Census 
showed  781  Jewish  blind.   This  is  21$  of  the  total  number  found  by  the 
State  Commission.   The  Jewish  population  for  the  same  area  In  1929  was 
25.9%  of  the  total  population,  thus  indicating  less  blindness  among 
the  Jewish  population  than  in  the  general  population. 
Distribution  by  Borough 

The  Jewish  blind  are  distributed  by  borough  as  follows: 


Manhattan 

506 

Bronx 

253 

Queens 

22 

Total    781 

The  Survey  of  Brooklyn  corresponding  to  this  study  found  269 
blind  in  that  borough  in  1928;  assuming  that  the  number  has  not  great- 
ly changed  during  the  past  year,  the  total  number  of  Jewish  blind  for 
Greater  New  York  would  be  approximately  1,050. 
Trends  in  Extent  of  Blindness 

Unfortunately  we  have  not  discovered  any  previous  studies  of 
blindness  among  Jews  in  any  community  in  the  United  States  with  which 
to  compare  our  findings  as  to  the  extent  of  blindness  among  Jews  and 
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there  is  no  Information  which  would  enable  us  to  discover  whether 
blindness  Is  increasing  or  decreasing.   It  is  Interesting,  however,  to 
note  the  conclusion  reached  by  Dr.  Harry  Best,  Professor  of  Sociology 
of  the  University  of  Kentucky,  and  author  of  the  book  "The  Blind"  in 
regard  to  the  trend  of  blindness  in  the  United  States.   Discussing  the 
findings  of  the  United  States  Census  for  the  Blind  for  1920,  Dr.  Best 
says:  "There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  relative  numbers  of  the 
blind  population  continued  to  decrease  after  1900  at  a  pace  at  least 
as  rapid  as  that  noted  during  the  period  of  1880  and  1900,  for  the 
reasons  that  certain  of  the  leading  causes  of  blindness  --  opthalmia 
neonatorum  --  in  particular  have  been  reduced  by  protective  measures. 
During  this  period,  the  number  of  blind  persons  per  million  of  the 
general  population  was  decreasing  at  the  rate  of  approximately  7 ,8% 
every  10  years . 
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AGENCIES  SERVING  HIE  JgWISH  BLIKD 

The  following  statements  describe  the  activities  of  the 
organizations  dealing  with  the  blind  in  Manhattan,  Bronx  and  Queens. 
New  York  State  Commission  for  the  Blind 

The  New  York  State  Commission  for  the  Blind  is  a  bureau  of 
the  State  Department  of  Social  Welfare.   This  Commission  of  which  Miss 
Grace  S.  Harper  is  the  executive  secretary  stimulates  work  for  the 
blind  and  assists  individual  blind. 

Department  of  Public  Welfare*' 

The  Department  of  Fublic  Welfare  is  the  public  agency  for 
Greater  New  York  which  is  authorized  to  supplement  the  income  of  de- 
pendent blind  citizens  over  21  years  of  age  to  a  maximum  of  $300.  a 
year.   This  agency  spends  about  ^200,000.  annually  on  the  blind.   Be- 
cause of  lack  of  funds,  the  maximum  allowance  during  1929  was  cut  to 
$200. 

Every  applicant  for  a  blind  allowance  receives  an  eye  exami- 
nation through  the  Department  of  Public  'Welfare  and  is  eligible  for  a 
pension  jf  the  doctor  finds  him  "incapable  of  doing  work  requiring 
vision  or  of  getting  from  place  to  place  without  the  assistance  of  a 
sense  of  touch" . 

In  granting  a  pension,  the  D.P.W.  uses  a  sliding  scale  based 
on  the  general  relief  budget  adopted  and  used  by  the  Department. 
Application  may  be  made  in  person,  by  letter,  or  through  social 


-"-For  a  detailed  statement  of  laws  regarding  blind  pensioners,  se. 
Survey  of  Blind  in  Brooklyn,  Page  12. 
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agencies .   Home  investigation  of  applicants  is  made  by  the  investiga- 
tors of  the  Bureau  in  which  applicants  reside,   When  there  are  wage 
earning  children  in  the  family.,  employers  are  usually  seen  or  communi 
cated  with.   Relatives ,  other  than  children,  single  or  married,  are 
not  investigated  since  they  are  not  responsible  according  to  the  law. 
Pensioners  are  visited,  twice  a  year  by  the  D.P,W«-  and  application  for 
a  pension  must  be  renewed  every  year. 

The  payroll  does  not  record  religion.   In  order,  therefore, 
to  secure  indication  of  the  number  of  Jews  who  receive  pension,  it 
was  necessary  to  select  from  the  list  all  those  names  which  might 
represent  Jewish  beneficiaries,   This  was  done  for  the  payroll  as  of 
December,  1928.   The  records  relating  to  the  names  on  this  list  were 
then  read  at  the  borough  office  and  the  non- Jewish  group  eliminated. 
It  was  finally  determined  that  there  were  123  Jewish  blind  In  the 
area  covered  including 

94  in  the  Manhattan  office 

25  in  the  Bronx     office 

4  In  the  Queens     office 

0  In  the  Richmond   office 


123  Total 
Analysis  of  Active  Cases 

Age,  Sex  and  Marital  Status 

Blind  Individuals  under  21  are  not  eligible  for  D.P.vif,  pen- 
sions.  The  123  Jewish  pensioners  were,  accordingly,  all  over  21  years 
of  age.   ninety  of  the  group  were  males  and  53  were  females,. 

Thirty  of  the  number  were  between  the  ages  of  20  and  35;  51 
of  the  number  fell  into  the  age  group  of  55  to  55;  28  were  between 
the  ages  of  55  and  65  and  the  remaining  group  of  13  were  65  years  and 
over.   The  age  was  not  indicated  in  the  case  of  one  individual. 


■ 
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It  is  indicated  that  of  the  61  married  blind,  53  were  men 
and  8  women.   There  were  39  single  individuals,  comprising  27  men  and 
12  women.   The  others,  including  10  men  and  13  women,  were  widowed, 
divorced  or  separated. 
Fhysical  and  Mental  Condition 

The  physical  condition  was  not  indicated  for  71  of  the  total 
number  active  with  the  D.P.w.   The  medical  diagnosis  on  the  remaining 
group  was  not  always  complete.   The  physical  ailments  and  handicaps  in- 
cluded rheumatism,  diabetes,  deafness,  general  debility  of  old  age, 
etc  . 

The  mental  condition  was  not  indicated  for  113  blind  indj - 
viduals .   Cf  the  10  persons  for  whom  information  was  available,  3  in- 
dividuals were  diagnosed  as  mentally  defective. 
Nativity  and  Citizenship 

The  nativity  was  given  for  the  entire  group  of  123  blind; 
48  were  noted  as  being  native  born,  and  75  as  foreign  born.   Since 
citizenship  is  a  requisite  for  any  blind  individual  applying  for  a 
pension,  the  entire  group  of  123  were  citizens. 
Occupation  and  Vocational  Training 

Of  the  121  individuals  for  whom  information  was  indicated, 
29  persons  were  engaged  in  a  workshop.,  28  were  in  trades,  14,  includ- 
ing housewives ,  were  engaged  in  household  work,  4  were  in  the  pro- 
fessions, 1  in  personal  service,  and  15  in  miscellaneous  occupations ; 
43  had  no  occupation. 
Earnings 

Sixty-three,  practically  one-half  of  the  total  number  of  123 
receiving  pensions,  showed  earnings •  57  had  no  earnings,  and  informa- 
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I  tion  was  not  available  for  three  individuals.   The  following  indicates 

the  amounts  earned  by  the  aforementioned  63: 

Earnings 

Under  ^5 ........... .'.  4 

$5  to  ''9 20 

io  to  14 25 

15  to  19 7 

20  to  29 .  . 6 

30  to  39 _1 

Total 63 

With  Whom  Living 

One  hundred  of  the  total  number  of  individuals  studied  in 
this  group  lived  with  immediate  members  of  their  families*  18  lived 
alone  and  5  were  boarding. 
Source  of  Application  and  How  Long  Known  to  D.P.W. 

The  source  of  application  was  not  indicated  on  8  of  the 
total  number  of  123.   Eighty-nine,  the  largest  number,  came  to  the 
D.P.W.  through  the  personal  application  or  through  referral  by  an  in- 
terested person.  The  others  were  referred  to  the  Department  by  social 
agencies,  as  follows: 

Source  of  ^Application 

New  York  Association  for  Blind .10 

J  .S  .S  .A 7 

Hew  York  Guild  for  Jewish  Blind. .  7 

Temple  Ansche  Ghesed  Center 1 

Hoffman  Dramatic  C  lub 1 

Seventy-one,  more  than  half  of  the  group,  have  been  known  to 
the  D.P.W.  for  five  years  or  less.   Twenty-five  were  known  to  the  De- 
partment for  a  period  of  from  five  to  ten  years,  and  27  for  ten  years 
or  over , 
I  Relief 

Eighty-five,  the  largest  number  of  the  123  on  the  active 


pension  list  of  the  DCP,W,  ,  were  receiving  less  than  $52 OG.  a  year; 
seven  were  getting  sj>240 ,  a  year.  28  were  receiving  $250.  a  year,  and 
only  three  the  maximum  allowance  cf  $300. 

The  following  is  'the  Table  with  the  respective  grants : 


fit  :,2  0  .-      ..........  57 

cases 

.1.80  o  .........  ..23 

ii 

Pio                                           7 

I! 

£-.'    1       '    a     a     o     o     o     i»     o     «     e     o     o.     e           1 

250. .......... .28 

11 

500 ......-..,    3 

»? 

Total       123    " 

Queensboro  Workers  For  and  With  the  Blind 

This  is  a  non-sectarian  organization  to  promote,  improve  and 

advance  the  general  welfare  of  the  blind  of  Queensboro.   It  maintains 

the  Queensboro  Home  at  115*12  -  95th  Avenue,  Richmond  Hill,  for  blind 

women.   At  the  time  of  the  study,  2  Jewish  blind  were  being  served  in 

their  own  homes,  and  1  Jewish  woman  was  in  the  Queensboro  Home. 

Hew  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind 
Pelham  Parkway  at  Williams bridge  Road 

Date  of  Origin 

The  New  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  was 
founded  in  1821.   It  remained  at  Its  old  quarters,  34th  Street  and 
Ninth  Avenue  until  November,  1924,  when  it  moved  to  its  present  site, 
Pelham  Parkway  at  Williams bridge  Road. 
Analysis  of  Plant 

The  plant  consists  of  seven  Dutch  Colonial  buildings,  3  for 
living  quarters,  1  for  teachers,  the  service  building,  principal's 
residence,  and  a  school  and  administrative  building.   It  is  located  on 
a  large  tract  of  ground.   The  institution  Is  conducted  on  a  semi- 
cottage  plan.   Buildings  occupied  by  the  children  are  divided  Into  two 
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separate  floors,  known  as  houses.   These  each  have  a  separate  en- 
trance.  Children  are  grouped  In  units  of  20  to  a  house.   The  school 
has  a  well  equipped  out -door  playground. 
Finances 

The  institution  receives  the  main  part  of  its  income  from 
endowments  and  gets  some  donations.   It  also  receives  $550.  a  year  for 
the  education  of  each  child  from  the  State  Board  of  Education.   The 
Department  of  Public  Welfare  contributes  $50.  a  year  towards  the 
clothing  budget  for  every  dependent  child  under  care  of  the  institu- 
tion.  The  institution  approximated  its  per  capita  cost  to  be  $1000. 
to  $1300*  a  year. 
Capacity  and  Population 

The  institution  has  a  capacity  of  120  (80.  boys  and  40  girls). 
The  population  on  June  30,  1929  was  116. 
Age  and  Requirements  on  Admission 

The  institution  admits  blind  boys  and  girls  from  the  age  of 
7  to  21.   Its  policy  is  to  accept  children  who  are  physically  and 
mentally  normal.   It  does  not  discriminate  against  children  coming 
from  other  than  New  York  State.   The  latter  contributes,  however,  for 
the  education  of  only  those  children  whose  parents  have  established  one 
year's  residence  in  the  State. 
Medical  Care  on  Admission  and  During  Stay 

Children  are  given  a  complete  physical  examination  on  ad- 
mission and  are  re-examined  once  a  year.   An  attending  physician 
visits  once  a  week  and  is  subject  to  call.   There  is  a  practical  nurse 
on  the  premises .   The  institution  maintains  a  dental  laboratory  on  the 
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premises  and  children  receive  routine  dental  care. 
Vacation 

Children  attending  the  institution  are  usually  sent  home  for 
week-ends  and.  for  summer  vacations. 
Supervision  of  Children 

Each  house  which  accommodates  20  children  is  supervised  by 
a  house  mother  and  one  of  the  teachers.   Both  are  residents  of  the 
house.   The  house  mother  is  usually  a  middle  aged,  motherly  woman  who 
understands  the  discipline  of  children.   She  does  not  necessarily  have 
any  specific  training  for  the  work. 
Curriculum 

The  school  curriculum  provides  for  complete  primary  and 
secondary  courses,  based  on  the  syllabus  of  the  University  of  the  State 
of  New  York.   The  curriculum  includes  music,  manual  training  and  physi- 
cal training.   The  manual  training  includes  a  course  in  basket  weav- 
ing, sewing,  knitting,  typewriting,  crocheting  and  domestic  science 
for  girls.   Boys  are  taught  basket  weaving,  caning,  wood  work,  tuning 
and  typewriting.   Boys  are  also  given  instruction  in  poultry  raising. 

Children  are  started  on  the  manual  activities  as  soon  as 
they  enter  school.   They  continue  with  some  phases  of  it  throughout 
their  entire  school  career. 

Articles  made  by  the  pupils  are  sold.   Children  are  credited 
with  the  moneys  derived  from  the  sale  of  these  articles  after  the 
cost  of  the  material  is  deducted. 

At  the  time  of  the  study,  the  institute  had  8  Jewish  pupils. 
Of  this  number,  3  came  from  the  Bronx,  3  from  Brooklyn  and  2  came  from 
outside  of  New  York  City.   The  three  boys  who  came  from  the  area 
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included  in  our  study  were  8,  10  and  14  years  of  age.  Two  of 
them  were  totally  blind  and  one  had  light  perception.  Though 
no  information  could  be  secured  about  the  parental  condition, 
it  was  known  that  in  all  three  cases,  both  parents  were  living, 
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NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 

History  of  Organization 

The  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  was  organized 
in  November,  1905  and  incorporated  in  1906.   The  Home  Teaching 
Department  was  its  first  activity  and  the  Relief  Department  was 
started  the  following  year.   In  1907  the  Men's  Workshop  was 
opened  and  recreation  activities  were  started.   In  1908  the  Asso- 
ciation organized  its  handicraft  work  for  women.   It  also  started 
its  educational  work,  teaching  Braille  and  music  to  children 
and  adults,  the  same  year.   Fresh  air  work  was  started  in  1912. 

The  organization  has  used  blind  teachers  since  incep- 
tion, believing  that  a  blind  person  would  be  more  apt  to  gain  the 
confidence  and  encourage  the  activities  of  the  blind. 

The  organization  moved  to  its  present  quarters  in  1913. 
All  activities  expanded  as  time  progressed,,   In  1917  the  Asso- 
ciation opened  its  Boarding  House  for  men  and  in  1926  it  started 
its  nursery  school  for  pre-school  children. 
Officers 

(Under  the  patronage  of  the  President  of  the  United 

States ) . 

President  Dr.    John  H.    Finley 

Honorary  President      Hon.    Elihu  Root 
Vice-Presidents:  Hon. Charles  E.    Hughes 

Hon.    Henry  W.    Goddard 
Miss   Helen  Keller 
Hon.    Wm.    H.    Taft (deceased) 
Hon.   Vice -Pre s.  Mr.    Robert  W.    de   Forest 

Founder   and  Hon©rary  Secretary   - 

Mrs.   Winifred  Holt   Mather 

Treasurer  Mrs.    Thomas    S.    McLane 
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Board  of  directors  -  Hon.  Henry  W.  Goddard,  Chairman 

Mr.  Gordon  Auchincloss 
Hon.  Nathaniel  A.  Elsberg 
Mr.  Smith  F.  Ferguson 
Mr.  Douglas  Gibbons 
Mr.  Nelson  C.  Holland 
Mr.  William  W.  Hoppin 
Mr.  Thomas  S.  McLane 
Mr  s  .  Wi  ni  f  r e  d  Ho  1 1  Ma  the  r 
Mr.  John  Sargent 
Mr.  Seth  E.  Thomas 

Trustees  -  Mr.  Willard  V.  King 

Mr.  Finley  J.  Shepard 


Mr.  Felix  M.  Warburg 


Advisory  Board 


Dr.  Felix  Adler         Dr.  0.  H.  Burritt 
Mr.  Edward  E.  Allen      Principal,  Overbrook,  Pa. 
Prinicpal  of  Perkins    School  for  the  Blind, 
Instituion  for  the      Secretary  New  York  State 
Blind,  Mass.  Commission  for  the  Blind, 

1903  and  1906 

Dr.  Arnold  Knapp         Mrs.  Joseph  Colt  Bloodgood 

Dr.  Raymond  C.  Knox  Director  of  Census  of  the 

Mr.  Adolph  Lewisohn  Blind,  New  York  Commission, 

Mrs.  Annie  Sullivan  Macy  1906-07,  Founder  of  the 

Rt.  Rev.  William  T. Manning  Maryland  Society  for  the 

Mr.  Rufus  Graves  Mather  Prevention  of  Blindness  a 

Secretary  of  the  Italian 

Lighthouse,  Rome.  Cardinal  Hayes 

Hon.  P.  Tecumseh  Sherman  Mrs.  Edward  R.  Hewitt 

Miss  Lillian  D.  Wald  Mrs.  Helen  Hartley  Jenkins 

Business  Organization  Committee: 

Mr.  Seth  E»  Thomas,  Chairman 
Hon.  Henry  W.  Goddard        Mr.  Thomas  S.  McLane 

Mr.  Nelson  C.  Holland 


Lighthouse  Sub-Committees 

Administration   -        Hon.  Henry  W.  Goddard 

Mr.  Thomas  S.  McLane 

Workshop         -        Mr.  Smith  F.  Ferguson,  Chairman 

Mr.  Henry  Burr  Barnes,  Jr. 
Mr.  Nelson  C.  Holland 
Mr.  John  Sargent 
Mr.  Charles  Stillman 


Social  Service      L      Hon.  Kb  than!  e-i  jji'lsl^.rg 

Mr  .  G-  or d  o 'a  Au  c  h  i  nc  1  o  a  s 

Recreation  -      Mr.  Douglas?  Gibbons, 

Mr.  William  W,  Hopp.ln 

River  Lighthouse 

and 

Camp  Lighthouse     -      Mr,  Setb  E,  Thomas 

Mr  .  Sm  i  c  h  F .  Pe  r  gi  i  s  o  n 

Boarding  House      -      Hon.  Henry  W.  G-oddard 

Woman ' s  Auxiliary s 

Mrs.  i/Villiam  W.  Hoppin,  Chairman 
Mi  s s  Le 1 i a  Ba 1 d :/v I n       Mr s .  Ge o r go  B .  Hedges 
Mrs.  Thatcher  M.  Brown    Mrs.  Nelson  C.  Holland 
Mrs.  Snuth  P.  Ferguson   Mrs.  George  C.  Ludlow 
Mrs.  Henry  W«  G-oddard    Mrs.  Charles  G.  Meyer 
Mrs.  Thomas  ,3,  McLane 

Junior  Committee: 

W.  L.  McLane,  Chairman 

C.  Pe  ab  ody  Mohun ,,  Sec  re  tar  y 

Philip  Bunnell  Gerald  Lowe,  Jr , 

K.  Blyth  Emmons  Richard  Lee  McClenhan 

Robert  T.  Finley  John  M.  Sohiff 

Frederick  G.  Hoppin  Harold  Scott 

Bennett  P.  Lewis  Paul  F.  Warburg 

Lighthouse  Social  Service  Advisory  Committee: 
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Finances 

The   Association  derives    its   income   principally  from 
legacies    and  donations.      It   also  has   a  membership   list,    dues 
being  from  $5   to   $100  a   year.      A   part   of  its    income    is   derived   " 
from  the    sale    of  products   made   by   the   blind    (The    Bourne   Workshop 
and   the    Lighthouse    industries).      The   Association   spent  $536,773.58 
from  November    1st,    1927    to   October   31st,    1928.      It   operated   that 
year   on  a   deficit    of  $90,457.65.        An  analysis    of   the    organiza- 
tion's   finances    for    the    period   shows    that   the    Lighthouse    spent 
2.6$   of  its    total  expenditures  ($536,778.58 )    on  financial  relief. 

The   indications    are    that    the    Lighthouse    spends    just  a 
small   fraction   of   its   budget   on  relief.      This    is    substantiated 
by   the    fact    that   the    organization  extended   financial  assistance 
or  helped  with   loans,    482   individuals    -    of  a    total  number   of 
3,869   known   to   the   Lighthouse    during   1928-29.        The    group  which 
received  relief  represented   12.5$   of    the    organization's    case    load* 
The    above    coincides   with  the    organization's    statement  as   it   re- 
lates   to   its   relief   policy  i.e.,    the    organization  gives    tempo- 
rary relief   to   individual  blind  mainly,    with   the   view   toward 
rehabi li  ta  ti  on . 

The   Industrial,    recreation  and  welfare    departments   are 
the    organization's    three   major   activities,    the    largest   part   of 
its    annual  expenditure   being   for   the    Industrial  Department,    the 
latter   activity  is,    however,    partially   self  maintaining.      Over 
one-third   of   the   deficit  during   1927-28    ($34,601.28)   was   applied 
to   the    Industrial  Department  which  includes    the    Lighthouse   In- 
dustrial,   and   the    Bourne  Workshop. 


Units 

The  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  consists  c: 
the  following  units: 


1.  Lighthouse 

2.  Bourne  Workshop  for 

Blind  Men 

3.  Boarding  House  for 

Blind  Men 

4.  Emma  L.  Hardy  Me- 

morial Home 


111  East  59th  Street 
3.38  East  5th  Street 
603  First  Avenue 


Cernwall-on-the-Hundson,  N.Y. 


5.   Camp  Lighthouse  for 

Blind  Boys  &  Girls -Ware  town,  No  J. 

Miss  Daisy  P.  Rodgers  is  secretary  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  which  committee  determines  the  policy  of  the  organ- 
ization, and  acts  in  an  advisory  .capacity  to  the  heads  of  the 
other  departments.   Miss  Rodgers  also  supervises  the  finances 
of  the  Association. 
Activities 

The  activities  of  the  Association  can  he  divided  into 


two  principal  departments: 


A.   Social  Service  -  with  Mr.  H. 

director 


Immeln  as 


B.   Business  Department  -  with  Mr.  Richard  Steim- 

mig  as  business  manager 

Social  Service  Branch 

Mr.  Immeln  has  been  Social  Service  Director  of  the  New 
York  Association  for  the  Blind  since  January,  1925.   The  activ- 
ities of  the  Department  are  as  follows: 

1.  Relief  -  2  Case  workers  (sighted) 

a.   The  organization  gives  temporary  relief, 
mainly  with  a  view  toward  rehabilitation.   Individuals  who  cannot 
adjust  vocationally  and  begin  to  present  permanent  relief  prob- 
lems are,  with  occasional  exceptions,  referred  to  family  welfare 
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agencies.   The  latter  plan  Is  always  pursued,  however,  after  con- 
ferring with  the  family  welfare  agency.   Th3  general  policy  of 
the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  is  to  extend  relief  to 
individual  blind.   When  a  blind  person  is  a  member  of  a  family 
which  is  in  need  of  financial  aid  or  any  other  type  of  service, 
the  case  is  referred  by  Lighthouse  to  family  welfare  agency, 
which  organization  extends  the  financial  aid  needed  and  gives 
the  family  the  type  of  service  it  requires;   Lighthouse  occasion- 
ally, however,  with  the  agreement  of  the  family  agency  continues 
to  subsidize  the  blind  individual  in  the  home  during  the  time 
the  family  agency  provides  for  other  members. 

b.  The  relief  department  pays  for  guides  to  accompany 
the  blind  clients  to  clinics,  work,  concerts,  theaters,  lectures, 
etc. 

c.  The  department  subsidizes  the  wages  of  the  blind 
who  work  In  the  Sheltered  Workshop  when  on  sick  leave  or  when 
absent  for  some  other  good  reason. 

d.  The  Department  is  also  responsible  for  subsidizing 
men  and  women  during  their  training  period  in  the  Workshop,  the 
minimum  wage  of  men  duiing  this  training  period  is  $8  and  that  ©f 
women  $6.40.   The  training  period  varies  with  the  individual. 

e.  The  relief  department  pays  for  hospital  care  and 
medical  treatment.   Medical  appliances  •  are  also  supplied  by  the 
department.   Clothing  is  supplied  when  necessary. 

f.  The  department  supplements  the  incomes  of  blind 
individuals  who  are  established  in  business  or  placed  in  jobs  in 
the  industrial  field.   This  subsidy  is  continued  until  the  client's 
work  or  business  begins  to  yield  a  sufficient  income. 
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2.   News  Stand  Department  -  Tvo   workers  (partially 

___  blind ) 

The  chiof  function  of  this  department  is  to  place 
and  supervise  blind  newsdealers c      The  department  cooperates  close- 
ly with: 

a.  The  City  Department  of  Licenses,  which  depart- 
ment controls  subways,  elevated  and  street  line  licenses.    A 
person  who  has  not  declared  intention  to  become  a  citizen  is  not 
eligible  -  one  with  first  papers  has  to  pay  $55  to  i$10  fee  depend- 
ing on  location.   A  full  citizen  is  entitled  to  free  license. 

b.  Department  of  Parks,  which  controls  news  stands 
on  park  property  -  all  applicants  have  to  pay  rentals  for  such 
concessions  -  Applicants  must  have  first  papers. 

Co   Department  of  Plant  and  Structures,  which  con- 
trols stands  on  bridges  and  on  some  highways  -  Citizenship  (first 
or  second  papers )not  necessary*  highest  bidder  gets  license  even 
if  not  a  declarant. 

d.  Department  of  Docks  controls  stands  on  docks 
and  ferry  entrances  -  Non-declarant  not  eligible  -  First  papers 
must  pay  a  fee  -  Pull  citizens  can  secure  free  license. 

The  two  workers  who  concern  themselves  with  the  news- 
dealers are  partially  blind.   Their  duties  are  to  find  news 
stand  locations,  secure  licenses  for  the  men,  arrange  for  the 
delivery  of  papers  with  the  various  companies  and  to  teach  the 
men  the  news  stand  business.   They  also  continue  to  supervise 
the  news-stand  dealers  after  establishing  them. 

The  Association,  before  granting  a  location  to  a  blind 
client  considers  his  physical  and  mental  condition.   The  organ- 
ization also  takes  the  man's  business  ability  into  consideration. 
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It  guarantees  payments  to  the  various  newspaper  concerns.   These 
range  from  $5  to  $100. 

3.   Employment  Department  -  Placement  Agent  .(Blind) 

The  employment  department  uses  a  blind  placement 
agent.   The  department  studies  industrial  fields  in  New  York 
from  the  point  of  view  of  placing  the  blind.   It  makes  an  effort 
to  educate  employers  to  the  point  of  view  of  giving  employment 
to  the  blind.   Factories,  hotels,  hospital  offices,  etc.  are 
solicited  for  the  purpose  of  securing  openings  for  blind  men'. and 
women. 

■? '    The  organization  has  established  a  training  school 
to  prepare  blind  men  and  women  for  various  industries;  the  ex- 
perimental shop  has  a  capacity  of  30  and  Is  equipped  to  train 
the  blind  in  the  following  fields:   packing,  assembling,  winding 
coils  in  radio  factories,  dictaphone  operating  and  typing,  sel- 
ling insurance  and  laundry  work,  etc. 

Before  a  placement  takes  place  the  individual's 
eye  condition  and  his  amount  of  vision  is  taken  into  considera- 
tion.  His  general  physical  condition  is  also  reviewed. 

The  organization  tries,  whenever  possible,  to  use 
the  blind  individual's  former  employment  experience  in  planning 
a  placement.   This  is  not  always  possible,  however,  and  in  most 
instances  complete  rehabilitation  is  essential. 

The  employment  department  finds  that  it  has  to 
do  a  great  deal  of  replacement  work.   This  is  often  induced  by 
the  fact  that  the  individual's  degree  of  vision  changes.   Another 
contributing  factor  is  that  complete  rehabilitation  is  so  diffi- 
cult for  a  blind  individual.   When  it  is  found  that  replacements 
become  too  frequent,  to  avoid  further  changes,  individuals  are 
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frequently  placed  in  the  Sheltered  Workshop,  or  news  stand  lo- 
cations are  secured. 

The  employment  department  also  has  charge  of 
securing  permits  for  push-cart  vendors  from  the  Department  of 
Markets.   (Push-cart  vendors  must  he  full  citizens.) 

4.   Bourne  Workshop  for  Blind  Men  -  Employs  5  sighted 
men  to  train  and  supervise  the  blind.   The  shop  has  a  capacity 
of  150  men.   There  were  104  employed  at  the  time  of  the  study 
(2-6-30).   Of  these,  18  (17%)    of  the  total  number  employed  were 
Jewish.   The  shop  manufactures  brooms  and  mops.   The  period  of 
training  in  the  factory  varies  with  the  individual.   The  Asso- 
ciation follows  the  procedure  of  assigning  one  man  to  newcomers. 
He  studies  the  individual's  possibilities  before  assigning  him 
to  his  definite  job.   If,  after  a  fair  trial,  the  man  cannot  ad- 
just  to  the  factory  work  he  is  not  retained.   Men  are  usually 
placed  on  piece  work.  .   Earnings  range  from  $8  to  $35  a  week. 
The  average  wage  usually  amounts  to  from  $12  to  $14  a  week.   The 
Association  distributes  bonuses  to  Its  workers.-  based  on  length 
of  service  and  regularity  of  shop  attendance,   A  minimum  service 
period  of  5  years  is  required  before  tne  bonus  is  applied* 

A  medical  examination,  including  a  Wasserman,  is  com- 
pulsory before  admission  to  the  shop  takes  place.   Physical 
defects  are  followed  up. 

The  age  limit  which  applies  to  shop  applicants  is  55. 
The  minimum  is  18. 

The  factory  hours  are  from  8  to  4:30,  permitting  one- 
half  hour  luncheon  period.   There  is  no  work  on  Saturday. 
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5.  The  Women's  Shop  -  Employs  3  sighted  women  to  train 
and  supervise  "blind  women.   The  women's  shop  has  a  capacity  of  55 
At  the  time  of  the  study  (2-6-30)  it  was  reported  that  the  shwp 
had  an  average  attendance  of  45  women;  5  (11$   of  the  total  num- 
ber employed)  were  Jewish.   A  medical  examination,  including  a 
Wasserman,  is  compulsory  on  admission.   The  ages  of  applicants 
accepted  range  from  18  to  60.  Women  begin  at  a  minimum  of  $6.40. 
The  average  earnings  of  the  women  in  the  factory  are  $9  a  week. 
The  occupations  these  women  are  engaged  in  arc  principally  bas- 
ket and  rug  weaving,  crocheting,  knitting  and  hemming.   Three 
sighted  women  are  employed  to  train  and  supervise  the  blind. 

The  working  day  is  from  8:45  A.M.   to  5  P.M.,  allowing  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour  for  lunch  and  15  minutes  for  tea. 

The  success  of  the  women  in  the  shops  depends  vastly 
on  their  ability  to  use  their  hands.   If  they  prove  themselves 
adaptable,  these  women  are  retained  and  are  usually  placed  on 
piece  work  basis.   Preliminary  training  at  home  is  frequently 
given  to  women  before  they  are  admitted  to  the  work  shop. 

An  interesting  observation  made  is  that  the  percentage 
of  Jewish  men  and  women  employed  in  the  Lighthouse  shops  (Bourne 
and  Women's  Shops)  is  slightly  higher  than  the  percentage  of 
non-Jews;  4.8$  of  the  total  number  of  Jews  known  to  the  Light- 
house are  so  employed  as  compared  to  4.1$  of  the  non- Jewish 
group. 

6.  Homework  Department  -  Employs  2  sighted  women  to 
teach  homebound  blind.     Home -bound  blind  are  taught  and  are 
supplied  with  work  at  home.   They  are  given  material  and  are 
paid  for  their  work.   These  blind  are  usually  taught  to  knit, 
to  hem,  to  weave,  and  are  supplied  with  material  by  the  Asso-- 
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ciation.   Their  earnings  are  small;  averaging  about  $8  a  month. 
The  Association  reported  that  during  1928-29  it  supplied  133 
women  with  home  work.   Mr.  Immeln,  the  Director,  stated  that 
the  articles  bought  from  the  home-bound  are  frequently  not 
saleable,  the  organization  having  paid  $14,071.21  for  such  ma- 
terial during  1927-28. 

7.  Home  Teaching  Department  -  The  Association  has  a 
staff  of  7  home  teachers  (blind),  and  one  supervisor  (sighted). 
The  teachers  in  the  most  part  give  instruction  in  the  handicrafts u 
knitting,  sowing,  crocheting  and  basket  weaving.   They  also  teach 
Braille,  typing,  academic  subjects  and  music.   An  important  phase 
of  the  home  teachers  duties  is  friendly  visiting.   A  total  number 
of  4,461  such  visits  were  reported  to  have  been  made  by  the  home 
teaching  staff  during  1928-29. 

8.  Medical 

The   New  York  Association  employs    2    trained  nurses 
with   case   work  experience    to   perform  its   medical  work.      The    chief 
duties    of   these   nurses   are    to  arrange    eye   examinations   and  follow- 
up   treatment   for  blind  members.      The   nurses    also   follow  up   the 
general  health   condition,    arranging   for   physical   and  mental  ex- 
amination and   follow-up    treatment. 

As   has    already  been   stated  the   nurses   have    case    work 
experience    and  in  addition   to  rendering  medical   service    they   are 
equipped   to  dispense   relief  when  necessary. 

Two    case   workers   are    employed   to    supervise    problem 
cases.      Blind   individuals   receiving  permanent  relief    are    under    the 
case   worker's    supervision.      When   the  worker  detects   a   problem 
which  involves    other  members    of   the    family   the    case    is    referred 
to   a   family  welfare    agency. 
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9.  Recreation  Department  -  Employs  16  sighted  in- 

_... _-     structors 

8  men,    1  full  time  and  7  part  time 
8  women,  2  full  time  and  6  part  time 

a.  Men-  This  department  has  the  following  activ- 
ities:  swimming  pool,  "bowling  alley,  pool  tables,  dramatic  clubs, 
men's  orchestra,  glee  club,  social  club,  blind  men's  improvement 
club,  blind  newsdealers  club,  boy  scouts,  and  social  dancing. 

A  social  dance  is  held  every  two  weeks.  Sighted  women  are  in- 
vited to  these  functions. 

b.  Women  -  The  following  activities  are  extended 
to  women:   dancing  instruction,  dramatic  clubs,  social  clubs, 
swimming  club,  library  club,  music  club,  girl  scouts.   A  social 
dance  is  held  every  two  weeks  to  which  sighted  men  are  invited. 
Saturday  afternoon  entertainments  are  given  for  young  girls. 
Tickets  for  theatre,  concerts,   lectures  are  distributed.   Guides 
are  also  secured  to  escort  the  blind  to  these  various  functions. 

10.  Music  Department  -  Employs  7  instructors,  4 
sighted  and  3  blind.   The  department  instructs  the  blind  to  play 
various  instruments.   Voice  culture  is  also  included  in  the 
curriculum  of  this  department.   The  theory  of  music-harmony 
counter  point,  etc.,  is  taught.   The  Lighthouse  furnishes  the 
instruments  when  necessary. 

Temple  Emanu-El  maintains  two  music  scholarships  $6 
a  month  each  for  Jewish  children. 

11.  Education 

a.   Nursery  School  -  Children  from  2  to  6  are  ad- 
mitted to  the  nursery  school  which  is  in  charge  of  a  special 
worker.   They  are  retained  until  4  P.M.   Guides  arc  provided  to 
escort  these  children  to  and  from  school  when  it  is  inconvenient 
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for  mothers  to  do  so.    Children  are  provided  with  lunches u 

b.   Scholarships  -  The  Association  provides  various 
types  of  scholarships  for  blind  men  and  women,  such  as  business 
training,  college  training  and  outside  musical  education8 
-^  •   Fresh  Air  Work 

a.  Emma  L»  hardy  Memorial  Home  -  The  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind  conducts  a  summer  home  at  Cornwall-on-the- 
Hudson,  N.Y.   The  institution  has  a  capacity  of  50.   It  Is  used 
for  men  and  women,  alternately  for  two-week  periods. 

b.  Camp  Lighthouse  -  accommodates  about  60  children 
of  school  age.    The  Association  uses  this  camp  for  boys  and  girls 
alternately.    These  children  are  usually  given  a  five-weeks  vacatior 

c.  Special  vacations  -  The  Association  frequently 
makes  special  arrangements  for  blind  men  and  women  who  refuse  to 
leave  the  city  during  the  vacation  periodo    Such  clients  are  given 
.$12  as  vacation  money. 

d„   Outings  are  given  for  blind  men  and  women  during 
the  summer  months. 

13.   Boarding  House  -  The  Association  conducts  a  boarding 
house  for  blind  men  at  603  First  Avenue.    The  house  is  adjacent  to 
the  shop.   It  has  a  capacity  of  60  with  an  average  population  of  40. 
There  were  no  Jewish  men  in  the  house  at  the  time  of  the  study  (2-6-3 

The  Association  permits  the  men  who  live  in  the  boarding 
house  to  lead  a  normal  life,   Theru  are  few  restrictions,,   Men  are 
free  to  go  and  come  as  they  please.    The  rate  of  room  and  board 
is  $8  a  week  for  2  in  a  room,  and  $11„25  a  vook  for  one  in  a  room. 
A  charge  of  $3.50  a  week  is  made  for  2  in  a  room  without  board  and 
$6  a  week  for  the  individual  room  with  food. 

Men  18  years  of  age   and  over  are  admitted  to  the 
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b oar ding  house.-   A  medical  examination  is  compulsory  for  per- 
manent guests.   The  boarding  house  provides  medical  care  in  case 
of  illness.   When  financially  able  men  are  expected  to  pay  the 
doctor  $1  for  each  visit.   The  house  does  not  accept  bedridden- 
men.   No  supervision  is  given  by  the  Association  to  boarding 
house  members . 
Boarding  Homes  for  Women 

The  Association  usually  refers  girls  who  work  in  the 
shop  to  the  Catholic  Center,  223  East  79th  Street,  when  these 
girls  are  in  need  of  placement.   The  Center  is  accessible  to  the 
Lighthouse  and  Workshop  and  makes  provision  for  the  girls?  trans- 
portation to  and  from  work.   Jewish  girls  are  occasionally  sent 
to  this  Center.   This  is  dene  principally  for  the  convenience 
of  these  girls  since  the  Lighthouse  knows  of  no  other  organiza- 
tion that  will  accept  them. 

The  Association  has  had  some  difficulty  in  placing  its 
Jewish  girls.   The  Clara  de  Hirsch  Home  will  not  take  more  than 
2   girls  at  a  time.   The  organization  states  that  due  to  the 
fact  that  it  has  cafeteria  system  the  blind  girls  require  more 
assistance  than  the  Homo  is  ready  to  give  them. 
Business  Department 

This  department  is  supervised  by  Mr.  Steimmig,  business 
manager.   He  has  charge  of  purchasing  supplies  for  use  in  con- 
nection with  the  shop,  home  work,  food  supplies  for  boarding 
house,  supplies  for  camp  during  summer,  office  supplies,  etc, 
Mr.  Steimmig  also  has  charge  of  shop  and  home  work  production 
and  of  the  sales  articles.   The  shops  chiefly  produce  mops  and. 
brooms.   These  are  sold  on  the  competitive  commercial  market* 
Three  sighted  salesmen  and  one  blind  salesman  are  employed  to  do 
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the    selling.      Articles   which  are   made    in   the   women's    shop   are    not 
sold   on  the    competitive   market. 
Jewish  Blind   Known   to   highhouse 

The    Lighthouse    keeps    all   cases    open  indefinitely  which 
come    to   its    attention.      It   closes    case:    only   for    the    following 
reasons : 

1.  Cases  deceased 

2.  Cases  removed  and  not  located 

3.  Cases  wrongly  reported  as  Liind 

4.  Cases  with  vision  improved  to  normal 

5.  Cases  removed  and  located  out  of  the  city. 

The  Bureau  of  Jewish  Social  Research, therefore ,  deemed  it 
advisable  to  study  all  Jewish  cases  known  to  the  Lighthouse  (Dec. 
31,  1929)  with  the  following  exceptions: 

1.  Cases   deceased 

2.  Cases  removed  to  other  cities 
3„   Cases  found  not  to  he  blind 

4.   Cases  removed  and  not  located. 

Cases  which  wore  excluded  because  they  were  not  located 
included  those  Jewish  blind  who  were  not  seen  by  the  Lighthouse 
between  October,  1923  and  March  or  April  of  1929  when  Lighthouse 
records  were  read.   Some  of  these  had  not  been  seen  for  a  longer 
period.   About  250  of  the  above  mentioned  group  were  all  later 
visited  by  one  of  the  Lighthouse  workers  for  the  Bureau  (these 
visits  were  made  some  time  between  April  and  October  oi'   1929),  bhe 
Bureau  workers  having  originally  included  these  cases  in  the  read- 
ing of  case  records.   Only  those  blind  were  excluded  who  after  a 
visit  by  the  Lighthouse  disclosed  definitely  that  they  had  moved 
and  could  not  be  located.   The  fact  that  any  of  those  were  ^.^yc-Mii 
to  other  agencies  was  also  taken  into  consideration  before  final 
exclusion  was  decided  upon.   Lighthouse,  for  instance,  could  not 
locate  74  cases.   Upon  clearing  with  such  agencies  as  the  New 
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York  Guild  and  the  D.P.W.  it  was  found  that  the  whereabouts  of 
sixteen  of  those  were  known  to  either  of  those  two  agencies.   The 
latter  number  was  deducted  from  the  74  cases  making  a  final  total 
of  58  unlocated  cases. 

The  Lighthouse  does  not  indicate  religion  in  its  index. 
It  was,  therefore,  necessary  to  recognize  the  Jewish  blind  by  names. 
The  religion  of  the  client  is  frequently  but  not  always  given  in 
the  individual  record.   The  Bureau  workers  perused  the  case  records 
for  identification  facts  to  establish  the  definite  religion  of 
the  client.   Doubtful  cases  were  cleared  with  the  Lighthouse.   Con- 
sequently only  cases  where  religion  could  be  definitely  ascertained, 
as  Jewish  were  accepted. 

The  Lighthouse  reported  that  it  had  a  total  number  of 
3,561-::-  blind  on  Dec.  31,  1929.   The  Bureau  found  that  471*-*, 
about  13%  of  the  entire  number  was  Jewish. 

Classification  of  Jewish  Blind 

a.  Blind  who  are  institutionalized      63 

b.  Sight  conservation  group  children    13 

c.  Other  blind  395 


Total  number       471 

-«-   Secured  from  Lighthouse  registry  through  Miss  Blake 
*»  Exclusive  of  58  blind  which  could  not  be  located  at  visited 
address . 
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Sorvice  Rendered  to  Jewish  Blind  During  1929 

The  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  considers  every 
blind  individual  in  Manhattan  and  Bronx  to  be  a  potential  case 
to  come  under  its  supervision. 

The  Lighthouse  includes  Jewish  blind  in  its  above  pol- 
icy.  Though  an  individual  may  be  known  to  the  New  York  Guild  for 
Jewish  Blind,  which  organization  works  specifically  with  the 
Jewish  Blind  of  Manhattan  and  Bronx,  the  Lighthouse  will  continue 
to  visit  such  individuals  known  to  the  Guild  and  give  them  such 
services  as  they  may  need. 

The  Lighthouse  tries,  however,  not  to  duplicate  such 
services  as  medical  care,  giving  financial  assistance  and  home 
teaching  of  the  handicrafts. 

The  latter  organization  does,  however,  extend  recrea- 
tional privileges  to  all  blind,  irrespective  of  the  fact  whether 
they  are  attending  recreational  activities  of  the  New  York  Guild 
for  Jewish  Blind. 

Some  judgment  can  be  made  on  the  type  of  services  the 
Lighthouse  extends  to  its  Jewish  Blind  by  the  following  table 
which  enumerates  services  rendered  by  the  organization  to 
Jewish  Blind. during  1929s 
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Medi cal  care ,  musi c ,  camp  L 

Vocational  Training  1 

Employed  in  Workshop  19 

Medical  Care  6 

Recreation  -1 

Club  Activities  2 

Supervision  of  News  Stand  37 

Clothing  9 

Financial  Aid  1 

Camp             -  1 
Supervision  of  News  Stand 

and  Financial  Aid  1 

Home  Work  3 
Referred  to  or  Secured 

Employment  18 

Medical  Care  and  Recreation  1 

Home  Teaching  15 

Music  6 

Music  and  Recreation  2 
Assistance  in  Dealing  with 

other  Agencies  2 

News  Stand  and  Made  Loan  1 

Refer  for  pension  4 

Loan  1 

Kindergarten  1 
Interviewed  relative  to 
obtain  Assistance 

for  Client  1 

Home  Teaching  and  Employment  1_ 

Total  155 


About  25  per  cent  of  those  Jewish  blind  individuals 
who  received  service  during  1929  were  under  the  supervision  of 
the  news  stand  department.   Sixty- two  per  cent  of  the  remaining 
group  were  served  by  the  departments  of  recreation,,  employment, 
home  teaching,  and  were  employed  in  the  workshops.   Occasional 
clothing  was  given  to  nine  individuals  and  financial  assistance 
to  two. 

Jewish  Blind  Known  to  Lighthouse  -  Summary  of  Findings 
Institutional  Cases 

Four  of  the  institutional  cases  are  under  15  years  of 


age;    two   of   those    (one   boy  and   one    girl  being   under   five).      The 
other   two   children    (one  boy  and   one    girl)    fall   into    the    age    group 
of  nine    through  fourteen.      Thirty-six   of   the   remianing  59   are 
males   and   23   are    females.      Thus,    nearly   two- thirds    of    the   in- 
stitutional group  are   males. 

This   group  is    in   the   most  part   an  adult   group   as    can  be 
seen  by   the    following   classifications: 


Under   5 

2 

9-14 

2 

15-19 

2 

20-45 

17 

45-65 

14 

65   and   over 

12 

Not   Stated 

14 

Total      63 

Of  the  twenty-six  blind  whose  marital  status  could  be 
obtained,  the  largest  number  (16)  were  single,  only  one  of  this 
group  being  under  twenty;  seven  were  married  and  three  were 
widowed. 

The  physical  status  are  generally  not  given.   The  table 
which  follows  gives  that  information  for  nine  individuals  for 
whom  the  data  were  available: 


Wasserman  positive    (4    *.) 

1 

Epilepsy 

2 

Deaf 

1 

Deaf   Mute 

2 

Foot  missing 

1 

Paralysis    of    leg 

1 

Gynecological   condition 

1 

Total        9 

The  mental  condition,  likewise,  was  not  indicated  on  the 
large  majority  of  the  institutional  group.   The  ten  individuals 
for  whom  the  data  were  secured  indicated  the  following: 
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Good  1  case 

Mentally  deficient  4 

Subnormal  1 

Insane  5 

Total     11  cases 


The  given  physical  and  mental  conditions  as  can  bo 
noted  did  not  represent  always  a  complete  and  definite  medical 
or  mental  diagnosis. 

The  Lighthouse  does  not  maintain  an  intimate  relation- 
ship with  most  of  its  institutional  cases.   The  extent  of  its 
contact  is  usually  limited  to  the  request  of  an  annual  report 
stating  whether  the  individual  is  still  an  inmate  of  the  in- 
stitution.  This  contact  is  maintained  by  the  Lighthouse  almost 
entirely  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  its  census  of  the  blind  up- 
to-date;  its  services  to  this  group  is  very  slight. 
Sight  Conservation  Group 

Thirteen  of  the  total  number  of  Jewish  Blind  known  to 
the  Lighthouse  were  found  to  be  attending  a  sight  conservation 
class  at  the  Public  Schools.   Ten  of  the  thirteen  were  boys, 
and  the  other  three  were  girls. 

The  physical  and  mental  status  was  not  given  on  most 

of  these  children.   The  following  children  were  described  as 

having  defects  either  physical  or  mental: 

Deaf-Cardiac  1 
Sinus  Trouble  1 
Subnormal  1 
Mentally  Deficient  1 


Total      4 
Two  of  the  sight  conservation  group  could  read  Braille; 
seven  could  not  read  Braille,  and  the  information  was  not  given 
on  four. 
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Sources  of  Application 

The  following  table  gives  the  source  of  application: 
of  twelve  of  the  group  of  thirteen.   The  data  'were  not  avail- 
able on  the  thirteenth  case.   It  will  be  noted  that  eight  of 
the  group  were  referred  by  social  agencies  (three  of  these 
by  the  Public  School)  and  four  were  referred  by  relatives  or 
by  an  interested  person. 


Interested  Person 

2 

Sister 

1 

Brother 

1 

Public  School 

3 

NoY.  Institute  for  Blind 

1 

Dept.  of  Public  Health 

1 

State  Board  of  Re- 

habilitation 

1 

N.Y.  State  Committee 

for  Blind 

2 

Not  Stated 

1 

Total      13 

Two  of  the  above  thirteen  children  were  known  to  the 
Lighthouse  for  a  period  of  six  and  eight  years  respectively. 
The  remaining  eleven  were  under  the  agencies'  supervision  for 
a  period  of  two  years  or.  under. 
Blind  Other  Than  Institutional  and  Sight  Conservation  Groups 

Statistical  data  are  here  given  on  all  the  Jewish 
Blind  individuals  known  to  the  Lighthouse  other  than  those  who 
are  institutionalized  and  the  children  who  attend  sight  con- 
servation classes-. 
Age  and  Sex 

A  total  number  of  395  individuals  comprise  the  above 
group.   It  is  interesting  to  note  that  as  in  the  two  other 
groups,  males  lead  in  number,  there  being  272  males  and  123 
females. 
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The  ages  were  secured  on  all  but  nine  persons  (4  mal::- 
and  5  females).   It  is  indicated  that  only  12  are  under  15  year 
of  age  (3  of  these  being  under  5).   Those  between  15  and  25 
make  up  another  small  group,  a  total  number  of  49  falling  intc 
that  age  classification.   It  is  interesting  to  note  that  284 
persons  (73$)  are  between  the  ages  of  25  and  65  years. 
Physical  and  Mental  Condition  of  Blind. 

The  physical  condition  was  not  stated  on  291  indi- 
viduals of  the  total  number  of  375  and  the  mental  condition 
was  given  for  only  24  of  the  entire  group. 

The  data  on  medical  diagnosis  secured  on  104  in- 
dividuals on  whom  diagnosis  was  available  would  indicate  that 
most  of  these  are  chronically  ill;  such  diseases  as   diabetes, 
rheumatism,  cardiac  condition,  asthma,  syphilis,  kidney  trouble ; 
and  deafness  are  well  represented.   The  mental  conditions  ob- 
tained do  not,  in  most  cases,  represent  a  definite  psychologi- 
cal or  psychiatric  diagnosis. 
Source  of  Application 

The  source  of  application  was  indicated  for  323  In- 
dividuals.  Of  this  number^,  195  persons  were  referred  to  the 
Lighthouse  by  Social  Agencies.   The  remaining  128  came  to  the 
Lighthouse  through  personal  application,  relatives  or  interest- 
ed individuals.   Thirty-six  of  these  Jewish  applicants  who 
came  through  Social  Agencies  were  referred  by  the  Jewish  Social 
Service  Association,  14  by  the  D.P.W.,  17  by  the  Public  Schools, 
55  by  various  clinics  and  hospitals,  and  the  remaining  came  fro:::] 
other  Social  Agencies. 
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Time  Known  to  Organization 

It  is  indicated  that  50%   of  the  total  number  of  Jewii  : 
Blind  are  known  to  the  Lighthouse  for  a  period  of  5  years  or 
less  and  the  other  half  came  to  the  attention  of  the  Lighthouse 
at  an  earlier  date.  ..The  majority  of  the  latter  group,  145, 
have  been  known  to  the  Lighthouse  for  a  period  of  10  years 
and  over.   The  distribution  of  the  length  of  time  the  blind 
are  known  to  the  Lighthouse  is  as  follows: 


Less  than  1  year 

One  year 

Two  years 

Three  years 

Pour  years 

Five  years 

Six  years 

Seven  years 

Eight  years 

Nine  years 

Ten  years  and  over 


Total 


52  cases 

39 

38 

26 

27 

15 

10 
9 

18 

16 
145 
395  cases 


Nativity  and    Citizenship 

The    countries    of  birbh  are   known  for   355   of   the    to- 
tal number   of   395.      Forty  percent   of    the   number  whose    nativi- 
ty was   disclosed  were    native   born.      The    other    sixty  per    cent 
were    foreign  born. 

Citizenship   status  was    available    on  350   of  the    total 
number   of  blind  individuals.      Eighty-three    per   cent   of   the    group 
were    full   citizens;    six  per   cent  were   declarants    (had   first 
papers)    and   the    remaining   11  per   cent  were   non-citizens. 
With  Whom  Living 

The  table  which  follows  indicates  with  whom  these 
blind  men  and  women  are  living.  Data  were  available  on  a  11 
except   18    of   the   entire    group   of   395: 
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WITH  WH0¥  LXVI; 


Parents 

61 

Fa  mi  ly 

229 

Children 

23 

Sisters  and  brothers 

22 

Friends  and  relatives 

9 

Alone 

27 

Dormitory 

6 

377 

Not  stated 

18 

TOTAL      395 

It  can  be  readily  seen  that  by  far  the  largest  ma- 
jority of  this  group  have  definite  home  ties,  89$  of  them  liv- 
ing with  immediate  members  of  their  families. 
Occupations 

Seventy-nine  men  and  47  women  had  no  occupation, 
and  18,  including  10  men  and  8  women  were  students.   There 
were,  however,  155  men  and  33  women  gainfully  employed,  in- 
cluding 23  men  and  14  women  in  workshops;  26  in  addition  kept 
house;  the  condition  of  employment  of  28  men  and  9  women  was 
not  stated. 

Some  vocational  training  was  indicated  for  148, 
though  but  a  small  proportion  were  following  the  trades  and 
professions  learned. 
Earnings 

The  table  will  indicate  that  of  the  total  number 
of  395  the  earnings  was  not  given  in  the  instance  of  177  who 
were  employed  and  165  of  the  total  number  were  not  gainfully 
employed,  thus  having  no  earnings.   The  remaining  53  showed 
the  following  earnings: 
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Under   ■ 

;>5 .  00 

1 

I    5,00 

thru 

$    9. 

,00 

15 

$10.00 

thru 

14 

-00 

13 

j)15o00 

thru 

19 

,00 

t 

|20.00 

$30.00 
$40.00 

thru 

29, 

.00 

12 

thru 

39 

.00 

4 

thru 

49 

.00 

1 

Total 


53 


It  is  interesting  to  note  that  36  of  the  total 
number  of  53  were  earning  under  $20.00  a  week. 
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Jewish  Social  Service  Association 

In  working  with  families  in  which  the  problem  of  bli:idne° 
is  involved,  the  J.S.S.A,  uses  the  same  method  of  approach  as  it 
uses  in  its  general  casework.    It  may  refer  cases  under  its  care 
to  the  New  York  Association  or  to  the  Guild  for  some  special  servic 
such  as  vocational  training  or  recreation,  but  gives  other  services 
itself. 

The  Jewish  Social  Service  Association,  in  dealing  with 
cases  involving  blindness,  works  under  the  following  agreement  with 
the  New  York  Guild,  made  in  1921: 

"New  cases  involving  problems  of  blindness  will  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind  for  complete  supervision 
when  only  an  individual  is  concerned.   Cases  of  families  in  which 
blindness  occurs  will  be  kept  by  the  Jewish  Social  Service 
Association  when  there  are  family  problems  involved." 

During  1929,  there  were  87  blind  individuals  under  care 
of  the  organization.    A  study  was  made  of  all  cases  of  totall:/- 
blind  individuals  and  those  with  seriously  defective  eye  sight  who 
were  under  the  supervision  of  the  J.S.S.A.  on  August  1,  1928. 

An  analysis  of  the  casts  active  with  the  Jewish  Social 
Service  Association  at  time  of  the  study  indicates  that  where  the 
problem  is  that  of  blindness  alone,  individuals  are  referred  for 
care  to  the  New  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind  or  to  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind.    However,  where  other  family  services 
are  required  in  addition  to  the  treatment  of  blindness,  the  Jewish 
Social  Service  Association  will  subsidize  the  family  and  re  per  bliix 
individuals  for  medical  attention  to  physicians,  hospitals  and  ■■ 
clinics.    Such  blind  individuals  ar ••■;  also  referred  to  the  New  York 
Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind  or  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blii" 
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for  the  necessary  vocational  training.    In  such  casus,  the  Jewish 
Social  Service  Association  still  remains  active  on  the  case,  and 
provides  the  necessary  family  relief  and  service. 

Aged  couples,  of  which  one  member  is  blind,  are  generally 
subsidized  in  their  own  homes  by  the  Jewish  Social  Service  Associ- 
ation, although  occasionally  such  persons  are  referred  for  subsidy 
to  the  New  York  Guild  for  Jewish  Blind. 

In  general,  the  Jewish  Social  Service  Association  attempts 
to  secure  citizenship  for  its  clients.    There  are  instances, 
however,  where  eligible  blind  were  not  referred  for  citizenship. 
It  is  also  indicated  that  not  all  blind  persons  eligible  for  pension, 
are  referred  to  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare. 

The  medical  records  of  the  Jewish  Social  Service  Associ- 
ation did  not  always  Indicate  the  specific  diagnosis  with  respect 
to  vision  and  there  was  evidence  of  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
organization  to  secure  up-to-date  information  regarding  the 
physical  condition  of  the  blind.    For  this  reason,  it  was  not 
always  possible  to  correlate  the  condition  of  blindness  with  the 
types  of  service  rendered. 
Active  Cases 

The  following  pages  describe  the  blind  under  the  care  of 
the  Jewish  Social  Service  Association  on  August  1,  1928. 

Of  the  70  blind  persons  active  with  the  Jewish  Social 
Service  Association  at  the  time  of  the  study,  46  individuals  came 
to  the  attention  of  the  organization  through  personal  application 
or  through  individuals,  and  24  were  referred  by  social  agencies. 
It  is  indicated  that  50%   of  the  cases  were  known  to  the  agency  less 
than  2  years,  and  a  small  proportion  had  received  supervision  for 
a  period  exceeding  6  years.    It  is  further  indicated  that  20 
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individuals  received  no  relief  from  the  Jewish  Social  Service 
Association  for  the  first  7  months  of  1928,  while  the  amount  of 
subsidy  given  to  the  remaining  individuals  ranged  from  less  than 
$50  to  more  than  $900 . 

The  vast  majority  of  the  cases  under  supervision  were 
adults  and  hut  few  were  over  65  years  of  age.   Nearly  all  of  the 
blind  were  foreign  born,  although  citizenship  was  indicated  for 
the  large  majority  of  cases.    Most  of  the  individuals  were  suffer- 
ing from  major  physical  handicaps  and  chronic  diseases.    An 
analysis  of  the  occupations  of  the  blind  revealed  that  24  individ- 
uals were  gainfully  employed,  ■•of  whom  6  were  placed  in  sheltered 
workshops.    The  earnings  of  the  blind  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Jewish  Social  Service  Association  ranged  from  $5  to  more  than  $50 
a  week. 
Age  and  Sex 

At  the  time  of  the  study,  there  were  70  blind  individuals 
under  active  supervision  of  the  J.S.S.A,  comprising  44  males  and 
26  females. 

The  age  was  not  given  for  two  of  the  blind  (one  male  and 
one  female);  one  child  was  under  fifteen,  and  four  (two  males  and 
two  females)  were  between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and  nineteen,  eleven 
blind  (eight  men  and  three  women)  were  between  the  ages  of  twenty 
and  thirty-five;  forty-four  (approximately  64$)  of  the  total  number 
fell  into  the  age  groups  of  thirty-five  through  sixty-four.    Only 
eight  (five  males  and  three  females)  were  sixty-five  or  over.. 
Marital  Status 

Of  the  70  cases  active  with  the  J.S.S.A.  at  the  time  of 
the  study,  49  persons  were  married,  13  were  single  and  8  were 
widowed. 
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Nativity  and  Citizenship 

The  country  of  birth  is  raven  for  58  of  the  total  number 
of  70,  and  the  citizenship  status  was  secured  on  67  of  the  entire 
group.    An  interesting  observation  made  was  that  only  1  of  the 
total  number  of  58,  for  whom  the  information  was  secured,  was  born 
in  the  United  States.    The  percentage  of  native  born  was  very 
much  higher  in  the  Lighthouse  cases  studied;  Brooklyn  likewise, 
showed  a  very  much  larger  percentage  of  native-  born  among  the  blind 
Nineteen  of  the  58  were  born  in  Russia;  22  in  Austria-Hungary,  4 
in  Poland,  3  in  Roumania,  2  in  Germany,  and  7  in  other  countries. 

Fort;v-four  of  the  67  blind  for  whom  citizenship  status 
was  secured  were  citizens  and  23  were  not  citizens. 
Physical  Condition 

Specific  information  regarding  the  health  condition  of  51 
of  the  total  number  of  70  individuals  was  giv^n.    A  medical  diag- 
nosis was  given  on  practically  all  of  these  individuals. 

Only  4  of  the  entire  group  of  51  were  normal  in  health; 
4  had  minor  ailments.    The  remaining  43  were,  in  the  main,  suffer- 
ing from  major  and  chronic  diseases. 
Mental  Condition 

The  mental  status  was  given  on  ten  of  the  total  number  of 
seventy  blind  individuals  who  were  under  the  active  care  of  the 
J.S.S.A.    The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  mental  condition  of 
these  cases: 

Nervousness  and.  hysteria  3 
Defective  intelligence  and  neurasthenia   1 

Neuroses  1 

Paresis  1 

Constitutional  inferior  with  poor        1 

r e  a  s  oni  ng  p  owe r 

Normal  mentality  3 
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Occupations 

The  data  on  occupations  were  indicated  for  52  of  the  70 
active  J.S.S.A.  cases.    Eighteen  of  the  group  of  52  were  house- 
wives, 4  were  students,  and  6  had  no  occupations,    Twenty-four,, 
who  were  gainfully  employed.,  were  engaged  in  the  following  occu- 
pations : 

8  (6  males  and  2  females)  were  engaged  in  trade 
1  was  in  personal  service 

1  woman  was  employed  as  a  clerk 

2  men  were  mechanics 

3  individuals  (2  males  and  1  female)  were  engaged  in 

the  sewing  and  allied  trades 

1  man  was  professional 

2  men  were  employed  in  miscellaneous  trades 

-»-  6  of  the  group  (5  men  and  1  woman)  were  in  the 
sheltered  workshops 

-::-25/£  of  the  total  number  gainfully  employed  in 
this  group  were  placed  in  sheltered  workshops. 

Earnings 

Forty-two  of  the  total  number  of  70  had  no  earning 

capacity;  the  earnings  of  7  were  not  statedo    The  21  individuals, 

for  whom  the  information  was  secured,  showed  the  following  earn- 


ings : 

5.00  to  |  9 ,00  ..*...,«.....»..«  8 

10.00  to  14,00  .....,..<„...„,,.  2 

15.00  to  19.00  .  f  ........... f  ..  .  3 

20.00  to   29.00  , ,..,.,..*,  4 

30.00  to   39,00  0... „.,.,„.*  0 

40.00  to  49-00  .„».........»...,  0 

50.00  to   59,00  ,  ,. ,..,.,  2 

J_  \J   L/  Cx  _L    9     9    m    9    9    9     9    o     *    9    a    9    c     *    o    9    o     n    *     9     *     9    &   (Zj  JL. 

With  Whom  Living 

Sixty-one    of    the    total   number    of   70   blind,    under    the 
active    care    of    the    J.S.S.A.    were    living  with   immediate   members    of 
their   families.         Of   the   remaining  nine,    two  v/ere    in  institutions, 
two   boarded,    four   individuals   were    living   alone,    and    one   was   re- 
ported  to   be  homeless. 
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Source  of  Application 

It  is  indicated  that  46  individuals  (approximately  65% 
of  the  total  group)  came  to  the  J.S.S.A.  through  personal  appli- 
cation or  were  referred  to  the  Agency  by  relatives  or  an  interested 
individual.    The  remaining  24  were  referred  to  the  J.S.S.A.  by 
various  social  agencies  in  the  city. 
Time  Known  to  Organization 

Sixty  individuals  have  been  known  to  the  J.S.S.A.  for  a 
period  of  5  years  or  less,  more  than  half  of  this  group  (35)  being 
known  to  the  agency  two  years  or  less.    Ten,  of  the  total  number 
of  70,  have  been  under  the  supervision  of  the  J.S.S.A.  for  6  years 
or  over. 
Relief 

The  financial  relief  rendered  to  this  group  was  studied 
for  the  first  7  months  of  1928  (1-1-28  to  8-1-28).   The  total  ex- 
penditures for  the  blind  individuals  were  secured  for  the  above 
period. 

Financial  assistance  secured  by  these  individual  blind 
from  other  sources  than  the  J.S.S.A.  was  also  taken  into  consider- 
ation.   It  was  found  that  twenty  of  the  total  number  of  seventy 
received  no  relief  of  any  kind  during  the  period  of  January  1  to 
August  1,  1928.    A  little  over  71%   of  the  group  was,  therefore, 
subsidized  during  the  above  period;  forty -six  individuals  of  the 
total  number  of  blind  having  been  thus  supplemented  were  assisted 
by  the  J.S.S.A.   (One  individual,  who  was  subsidized  by  the  J.S.S.A, 
to  the  extent  of  $312.91  during  that  period,  January  1  to  August 
1,  1928,  had  also  received  a  D.P.W.  pension  of  $180.00).    Two 
individuals  received  no  subsidy  from  the  J.S.S.A.,  but  received 
D.P.W.  pensions  of  $240.00  each.    Two  homeless  men  received  some 


small  amounts  -  sums  not  recorded  In  J.  S.S.A,  case  records*   The 
table  which  follows  enumerates  the  relief  expenditures  for  the 
above  group. 

J. S.S.A.  Active  --  Relief 

Relief  Expended 
From  l/l  --  8/1/28 : 

Under  0  50 .  00  „  .  .  . » .  . .  1 

$50  and  less  than  S100  „.,..., .  .  .  .  ,  5 

100   "     "     "   "  125  . ..........  4 

1?R   »      II      »     icn  c 

175   i!     "     n    200  .  . 2 

200   !I     !i     "    225  , 1 

250   "     "     "    300 9 

300   "     "     "    350  .  . .  5  * 

'350   "     "     "    400  ....... 4 

400   "     "     "    500 o 1 

500   "     "     "    600  .  . 3  ' 

600   "     "     "    700  ........  .  .  .  ........  .  0 

700   "     "     "    800 4 

900  and  more  ..............................  1 

Amount  not  stated ...... 1 

D.P.-W2  only  --  $240  ....,..,,„..„ ......  2 

Home le s s  .  .  -  . , 2 

Total 70 


One  received  in  addition  to  J. S.S.A. 
D.P.W.  pension  of  $180,00. 
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HOMES  FOR  THE  AGED 

All  of  the  seven  Jewish  Homes  for  the  Aged  in  Hew  York 
City  accepting  old  people  from  the  area  included  for  study  reported 
having  blind  residents.    There  were  29  totally  blind  and  44 
partially  blind  living  in  these  Homes  for  the  Aged*.    Two  of  the 
totally  blind  and  7  of  the  partially  blind  group  came  from  Brooklyn 
or  out-of-town.    The  number  from  the  area  studied  then  was  27 
totally  blind  and  37  partial  sighted.    The  Home  for  Aged  and 
Infirm  Hebrews  accepts  blind  people.    The  policy  in  the  other 
Homes  is  not  to  accept  people  who  are  blind.    This  policy,  however, 
is  sometimes  waived,  as  can  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  there  were 
12  totally  blind  residents  in  these  Homes,  who  were  known  to  have 
been  blind  on  admission,    All  of  the  Homes  keep  residents  who 
become  blind  after  admission. 

In  general,  the  same  care  is  given  to  the  blind  as  to 
other  residents  of  the  Homes.    In  the  Home  for  Aged  and  Infirm 
Hebrews,  those  who  are  totally  blind  are  put  in  the  Infirmary  Wards, 
while  those  who  are  partially  sighted  live  in  rooms  and  are  given 
what  extra  care  is  needed  by  the  other  residents  and  attendants. 
At  the  other  Homes,  the  blind  who  are  not  ill  are  kept  in  the 
regular  wards  and  given  whatever  assistance  is  necessary  there. 
No  special  work  is  provided  in  the  way  of  mental  therapy,  and  the 
recreation  is  the  same  for  the  blind  as  for  all  other  residents  in 
the  Homes. 

Fourteen  blind  were  known  to  be  in  the  Infirmaries  because 
of  poor  health  and  4  were  in  the  mental  wards. 


*s 
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Home  Totally  Blind   Partially  Blind* 

Home  for  Aged.  &  Infirm  Hebrews  8  13 

Home  of  the  Daughters  of  Jacob  10  20 

Home  of  the  Daughters  of  Israel  2  1 

Harlem  Home  for  the  Aged  5  2 

United  Home  for  Aged  Hebrews  1 

Home  of  Old  Israel  1 

Home  of  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Israel   1 

-;:-  Those  were  included  as  partial!}/  blind  who  had  so  little  sight 
as  to  make  it  difficult  for  them  to  get  about  by  themselves 
without  feeling  their  way. 


NEW  YORK  GUILD  FOR  JEWISH  BLIND 


History 

The  New  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind  was  organized  in 
1914  and  incorporated  on  O^tob^r  11th,  1916  „    During  this  year,  it 
also  secured  a  charter  from  the  State  Board  of  Charities  for  Its 
work.    The  work  of  the  Welfare  Department  was  chronologically  the 
first  activity,  the  Guild  Itself  being  an  out-growth  of  the  welfare 
work  of  the  National  Council  of  Jewish  Women  with  the  Blind.   The 
organizer  of  the  Guild  Is  Mrs,  Joshua  PIza,  who  was  the  national 
chairman  of  the  Committee  for  the  Blind  of  the  latter  organization. 

The  chief  function  of  the  Welfare  Department  was  to  do 
friendly  visiting  and  relief  work.;  in  addition  the  Guild  organized 
recreational  activities  for  the  blind  and  gave  lectures  on  the  pre- 
vention of  blindness.    Regular  classes  were  conducted  until  1919. 

In  1918,  a  vacation  camp  for  blind  girls  was  opened  at 
Yonkers.    In  1919,  the  home  for  Jewish  blind  children  was  opened  at 
Yonkers.    This  was  later  extended  to  include  residence  for  blind 
women  In  1921  and  for  blind  men  In  1925«    In  1920,  the  recreation 
activities  were  taken  over  by  the  junior  league  which  then  became 
an  auxiliary.    This  auxiliary  has  also  developed  shelter  workshops 
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for  the  blind.   In  1923,  the  vacation  work  was  taken  over  by  an 
auxiliary  of  the  Guild  which  opened  a  camp  for  men  as  well  as  women 
at  Rye  <,    This  latter  auxiliary  now  also  maintains  a  dormitory  for 
blind  men. 

With  the  functions  of  recreation  and  summer  work  being 
conducted  by  the  auxiliary,  the  Welfare  Department  discontinued 
its  activities  in  this  direction. 
Officers 

The  officers  of  the  New  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind 


.arc 


)hraim  B.  Levy 
S.S.  Goldwator,  M.D. 
Mrs.  Joshua  Piza 
Jacob  L.  Frankel 
Abraham  Arndt 
Miss  E.  Aimee"  Piza 
Mrs.  Edward  I,  Wilson 

Mrs.  R.L.  Zeimer 


President 

Honorary  Vico-Pn-sident 

Vice-President 

Treasurer 

Corresponding   Secretary?" 

Recording  Secretary 

Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means 

and  Pencil  Campaign 
Chairman  of  Purchasing 


Ron,  I.  Montefiore  Lew   Chairman  of  Finance 


Everett  Jacobs 
Millard  Shroder 

Davis  Brown 
Stanly  A.  Brown 
Nelson  W.  Greenhut 


Chairman  of  Building 
Chairman  of  Construction 

Lave  S,  Joseph 
Louis  M.  Levine 
Emll  Mosbaclier 


Leonard  M.  Wall stein 
Mrs,  Lore  Eelbel         Financial  Secretary 


ADVISORY  BOARD 

S.S.  Goldwater,  M.D. 

Hugo  So  Mack 

Ira  S.  Wlie^  M.D. 

Organization 

The  Guild  ana  its  auxiliaries  function  practically 

separately  of  each  other.    Each  auxiliary  has  a  separate  board,  the 

senior  board  having  a  representative  on  the  advisory  board  of  the 

Vacation  Camp  Auxiliary  but  none  on  the  board  of  Community  '~rorkers. 

The  executive  of  each  branch  is  responsible  to  his  own  board  and 
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each  has  his  own  office.    There  is  however,  cooperation  between  tl: 
auxiliaries  and  The  Guild.   Whenever  one  department  feels  that 
other  departments  may  'be  of  service  in  a  particular  situation,  it 
will  call  upon  the  latter  department  for  service.    If  an  individ- 
ual seems  to  "be  in  need  of  relief,  the  Community  Workers  will 
refer  him  to  the  Welfare  Department.    In  the  same  way,  clients 
of  the  Welfare  Department  are  referred  to  the  Center  to  attend 
entertainments  or  clubs  there, 
Finances 

The  Guild  raises  its  funds  through  the  sale  of  pencils 
by  mail  and  through  membership  dues  snd  donations. 

WELFARE  DEPARTMENT 
At  present  the  hew  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind  con- 
sists of  the  following  units: 

1.  The  Welfare  Department  73G  West  End  Avenue 

2.  Pencil  Office  100  West  72  Street 

3.  Financial  Office  100  West  72  Street 

4 .  Vacation  C  amp  and  D  ormi  t  or y 

Auxiliary  46  West  120  Street 

5.  Community  Workers  Auxiliary   172  East   96  Street 

6.  Home  for  the  Jewish  Blind    St.  Johns  &  Crotty  Aves. 

Organization  and  Staff 

The  affairs  of  the  Welfare  Department  are  administered 
by  Mrs.  Joshua  Fiza,  chairman  of  the  Department.  Mrs.  Piza  not 
only  serves  as  chairman  but  is  cctive  as  the  supervisor  of  the 
field  workers  in  the  Department.  There  are  two  sighted  field 
workers;  one  of  whom  is  a  graduate  nurse.  The  supervision  of 
newspaper  men  is  done  by  a  non- Jewish  news  dealer,  also  blind. 
A  woman  is  in  charge  of  the  Cobbling  Shop. 
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Offices 

The  Department  has  three  offices,    The  main  office  is 
in  Mrs.  Fiza's  home,  736  '.Vest  End  Avenue,  where  the  records  are 
kept;  new  cases  are  referred  here.    The  field  workers  come  here 
for  necessary  record  keeping  and  conferences,  a"nd  in  addition,  Mrs. 
Piza  keeps  in  touch  with  them  by  daily  telephone  calls.    The 
field  worker  who  covers  the  downtown  district  has  an  office  in  the 
Emanuel  Brotherhood  Building.    This  worker  keeps  duplicaterecords 
of  cases  which  she  handles  in  her  own  office.    The  headquarters  of 
the  Cobbling  Shop  and  of  the  supervisor  of  newspaper  stands  are  in 
the  Community  Center  at  East  96th  Street. 
Statistics  of  the  Work 

Since  its  inception,  the  Welfare  Department  has  had  846 
cases  referred  to  it  for  all  phases  of  its  work,    It  began  by  tak- 
ing over  cases  handled  by  the  New  York  Section  of  the  Council  of 
Jewish  "^omen  and  by  the  end  of  1914,  had  324  cases.    Since  then, 
the  number  of  new  cases  referred  annually  is  as  follows: 

1915  -  21  1922  -  28 

1916  -  20  1923  -  49 

1917  -  21  1924  -  28 

1918  -  18  1925  -  42 

1919  -  20  1926  -  42 

1920  -  22  1927  -  76 
19,21  -  22  1928  -  69 

1929  -  43 

TOTAL  -  522 
These  cases  represent  every  inquir;/"  and  referral  including  those  re- 
jected as  well  as  those  accepted  for  service,  and  those  referred 
only  for  admission  to  the  Home.    The  Guild  does  not  close  any 
case  once  opened. 

At  the  time  of  the  present  study,  the  disposition  of 
these  cases  was  as  follows: 
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1.  Dead  168 

2.  Mot  Jewish  11 

3.  Moved  to  Brooklyn 

&  out-of-town       63 

4.  Not  Blind  88 

5.  In  the  Guild  Home     76 

6.  In  other  institutions  22 
7-,   Cannot  be  located    138 

8,  Not  being  regularly 

visited  but  where- 
abouts known       149 

9.  Awaiting  admission 

to  Guild  Home 

10.  Receiving  regular 

visits 

11.  Newspaper  stand 

being  supervised 

New  cases  since 
study 

TOTAL 

(1)  This  includes  one  person  who  is  still  being  given  occasional 
service  even  though  living  in  Brooklyn. 

(2)  There  were  6  men  reported  by  the  supervisor  of  news  stands  to 
be  under  his  supervision  for  whom  no  record  was  found  in  the 
files  of  the  Welfare  Department. 

(3)  The  discrepancy  between  this  figure  and  the  figure  of  846 
submitted  by  the  Guild  is  due  to  the  fact  that  in  some  In- 
stances there  was  more  than  one  record  for  one  Individual. 

During  1929,  contact  was  reported  with  147  blind. 

Scope  of  Work 

The  Department  gives  service  to  Jewish  Blind  of  Greater 

New  York,  but  accepts  only  Manhattan  and  Bronx  cases  for  continued 

service.    There  are  a  few  instances  in  which  continued  service  is 

given  after  the  client  moves  to  Brooklyn  but  this  Is  the  exception, 

the  policy  being  to  transfer  all  cases  needing  continuous  service 

to  a  Brooklyn  agency,  the  Council  of  Jewish  Women,  Headquarters  for 

the  Blind,  or  the  United  Jewish  Aid  Societies,  according  to  the 

situation.    Clients  moving  to  Long  Island  are  usually  referred  to 

the  Queensboro  Workers  for  and  with  the  Blind.    The  Guild  Home 

does  accept  cases  from  all  of  Greater  New  York  and  the  Welfare 
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Department  makes  investigations  of  applicants  regardless  of  the 
borough  In  which  the  applicant  lives,    Jewish  blind  of  all  ages 
are  accepted,  for  service.-    Non-Jews  are  referred  to  other  agencies 
for  care. 
Medical  Care 

One  of  the  most  important  phases  of  work  for  the  blind 
is  care  of  eyes  and  general  medical  care.    This  includes  making 
arrangements  with  clinics,  hospitals,  and  physicians  for  exam- 
ination and  operations,  hospital  and  convalescent  care,  and  some- 
times giving  nursing  care.    In  some  instances,  operations  are 
the  means  of  restoring  a  person's  sight. 

The  Guild  has  the  services  of  volunteer  physicians, 
specialists  in  the  care  of  the  eyes,  to  whom  it  occasionally  sends 
cases.    However,  the  usual  procedure  Is  to  refer  clients  to 
clinics.    Where  no  friend  or  relative  is  available,  the  workers 
act  as  guides  for  the  clients  to  the  clinics,    Glasses  and  glass 
eyes  are  provided  when  necessary. 
Legal  Aid 

The  Department  of  Public  Welfare  of  New  York  offers 
pensions  ranging  from  $50  to  $300  to  indigent  blind.'""   in  order  to 
secure  a  pension,  the  blind  person  must  be  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States..   The  Guild  attempts  to  secure  citizenship  papers  whenever 
possible  and  the  blind  dole  wherever  it  is  applicable.    If 
necessary,  preliminary  instruction  is  provided  for  the  applicant. 
Vacation  and  Recreation 

For  providing  recreation  and  summer  vacation  care,  the 
Guild  has  the  resources  of  the  Community  Workers,  an  auxiliary 
which  maintains  a  center  for"  the  blind,  and  the  Vacation  Camp  and 
*  For  full  report,  see  report  on  D.P.W.,  page  26 
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Dormitory  Auxiliary  which  maintains  a  summer  camp  at  Rye* 

Employment  Work 

No  special  worker  is  employed  to  secure  positions  for 
clients,  each  worker  having  responsibility  -for  her  own  casesc 
For  those  who  have  become  blind  during  middle  life,  new  occupations 
must  be  found,  since  it  is  almost  impossible  for  them  to  return 
to  their  former  occupations.    In  the  main,  it  has  not  been 
possible  for  Workers  to  place  blind  in  regular  industries*   Place- 
ments are  limited  to  the  sheltered  work  shops  operated  only  by 
the  Guild  and  the  Community  Workers,  and  to  newspaper  stands. 
Occasionally,  workers  of  the  Guild  are  able  to  assist  those  clients 
who  peddle  by  securing  customers  from  among  their  friends. 
Relief 

Whenever  the  income  is  insufficient,  the  Guild  will 
provide  temporary  or  permanent  relief.    The  organization  prefers 
to  send  dependent  clients  to  the  Home  in  Yonkers.    However,  the 
number  of  vacancies  at  the  Home  is  limited.    Moreover,  many  blind 
are  because  of  personality,  unsuitable  for  an  institution,  and 
many  refuse  to  go  to  a  Home,,    In  such  instances,  the  Guild  will 
give  relief.    With  the  exception  of  those  in  the  Cobbling  Shop, 
all  cases  involving  a  long  period  of  relief  in  which  there  are 
several  minor  children  are  referred  to  the  J.S.S.A.    However, 
temporary  relief  for  a  period  not  exceeding  six  or  seven  months 
may  be  given  to  the  family  of  any  client  regardless  of  the  size 
of  the  family,, 

In  giving  relief,  no  standard  budget  is  used  but  an 
allowance  is  made  based  on  the  worker's  estimate  of  the  need  of 
the  household  in  which  the  blind  person  is  living.    Semi-monthly 
checks  are  mailed  to  clients  or  brought  to  them  by  the  workers. 
Grocery  orders  valued  at  $2.00  each  are  given  monthly  or  at 


holiday  time  to  several  clients,  depending  on  the  worker's  feeling 
of  need.    Coal  is  given  to  each  family  during  the  year,  the 
amount  averaging  about  a  ton.    Clothing  secured  "by  donation  is 
also  given  to  some  clients  and  new  underwear  secured  from  the 
Needle  Work  Guild  distributed,    In  those  cases  in  which  the  client 
is  unable  to  afford  glasses  or  glass  eyes  or  medical  care,  these 
are  paid  for  by  the  Department.    As  is  indicated  elsewhere  in 
this  report,  the  J.S.S0A.  is  giving  relief  to  the  blind  as  well 
as  other  handicapped  in  its  program  of  family  case  work  and  such 
work  is  on  the  whole  adequate <,        The  New  York  Association  has 
adopted  the  policy  of  referring  all  Jewish  families  needing  perma- 
nent relief  to  the  J.S.S.A.    Occasionally  it  may  supplement  a 
blind  individual  and  ask  the  J.S.S.A.  to  provide  for  the  others  in 
the  family. 
Sight  Conservation  Work 


As  a  part  of  its  program  of  Sight  Conservation  Work,  the 
Guild  provides  glasses  for  refraction  cases  in  which  there  is 
evidence  of  a  family  being  unable  to  pay  for  them.    Such  cases 
are  usually  referred  by  clinics  or  the  public  schools,  or  are 
known  to  the  Guild  because  of  previous  contacts  with  the  same 
family.    Recently  one  of  the  workers  adopted  a  policy  of  making 
follow-up  visits  in  all  these  casus  in  which  children  are  given 
glasses  In  order  to  prevent  any  possible  blindness .    Three 
children  are  thus  being  visited  occasionally.    Children  with 
defective  vision  whose  sight  may  be  saved  by  better  care  than  they 
are  receiving  in  their  own  homes  are  sent  to  the  Guild  Home. 
Se rv ice  to  Other  Members  of  Family 

In  connection  with  service  to  the  blind,  many  services 
are  also  provided  for  other  members  of  the  family  of  a  client. 


These  include  vacation  scholarships,  medical  care,  nursing  care. 
The  extent  of  such  service  depends  on  the  family's  cooperation. 
Friendly  Visiting 

In  cases  where  no  other  service  or  relief  may  be  needed, 
it  may  still  be  helpful  for  the  blind  person  to  have  company  to 
cheer  him.    For  this  reason,  friendly  visits  are  occasionally 
made  by  field  workers  to  those  who  may  need  no  other  aid.   The 
organization  makes  a  practice  of  daily  visits  to  clients  confined 
In  a  hospital, 
II,   COBBLING  SHOP 

The  Welfare  Department  maintains  a  Cobbling  Shop  for  men 
under  its  supervision.    The  Shop  was  originally  patterned  after 
an  English  experiment  and  it  was  hoped  that  it  would  enable  the 
men  to  become  self-supporting,    Though  this  goal  has  not  been 
reached,  the  shop  has  therapeutic  value  In  providing  work  for  a 
small  group  of  men  who  would  otherwise  bo  without  any  activity. 
At  present  there  are  11  blind  men  employed.    These  men  work  3  or 
4  mornings  a  week,  depending  on  the  amount  of  work  to  be  done, 
Salaries  are  paid  not  on  the  basis  of  the  work  done,  but  on  the 
basis  of  the  needs  of  the  individual;  thus  relief  is  combined  with 
earnings.    The  average  age  of  the  men  employed  is  55  years.  Those 
under  50  are  with  one  exception  mentally  defective  or  dull  and 
could  not  work  In  a  regular  shop.    In  one  Instance  the  employment 
of  a  man  apparently  normal  who  is  a  salesman  during  the  afternoon 
raises  a  question  as  to  the  desirability  of  this  type  of  employment 
The  amounts  paid  range  from  $4,00  to  $9.00  a  week.    Though  the 
Shop  is  maintained  primarily  for  relief  cases  of  the  Guild, 
occasionally  a  client  of  the  J.S.S.A.  or  an  Individual  not  re- 
quiring relief  is  accepted,    The  shop  is  said  to  be  partially 
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self -supporting,  but  the  extent  of  self-support  could  not  be  de- 
termined because  of  lack  of  financial  reports  * 
III.   INVESTIGATION  OF  APPLICANTS  FOR  ADMISSION  TO  THB  HOME 

Applicants  for  admission  to  the  Guild  Home  are  referred 
to  the  Welfare  Department  for  investigation,    A  field  worker 
makes  a  home  visit  and  if  she  thinks  the  case  is  suitable  for  the 
Home,  she  secures  a  diagnosis  from  an  eye  hospital  or  refers  It  to 
the  physician  for  eye  examination.   When  there  is  a  vacancy  in  the 
Home,  the  applicant  being  considered  Is  given  a  general  medical 
examination  and  then  referred  to  the  Admission  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Guild  of  which  the  head  of  the  Welfare 
Department  Is  also  the  chairman;  this  committee  acts  upon  the 
findings  of  the  investigator  and  the  physicians. 

The  Home  accepts  blind  people  from  infancy  to  old  age. 
It  also  accepts  children  in  danger  of  becoming  blind  whose  sight 
may  be  saved  by  better  care  bhan  they  are  receiving  at  home.   It 
does  not  accept  children  who  are  feebleminded  or  who  present 
behavior  problems.    Adults  who  are  unable  to  care  for  themselves 
are  not  admitted.    If  it  Is  felt  that  the  family  is  able  to  pay 
for  the  care  of  the  blind  person,  they  are  asked  to  contribute 
regularly;  otherwise,  cases  are  admitted  free,  children  are  partly 
subsidized  by  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare.    Once  the  appli- 
cant is  admitted  to  the  Home,  the  Welfare  Department  has  no  further 
contact  with  the  case  unless  it  is  referred  back  by  the  Home  for 
follow-up  of  family  for  non-payment  of  promised  contribution  or 
for  temporary  care  during  a  stay  in  New  York  City*    The  Department 
does  not  follow-up  cases  discharged  from  the  Home  unless  some 
problem  comes  to  the  attention  of  the  Department. 
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iv.     supervision  of  n:?:?spa?^k  stands 

One  occupation  open  to  the  blind  is  that  of  operating 
news  stands.    The  Guild  employs  a  part-time,  field  worker  to 
assist  blind  news  dealers.    This  worker  assists  blind  men  In 
securing  licenses  and  assists  news  dealers  in  establishing  their 
business,  connecting  them  with  the  various  firms  with  whom  they 
must  deal  and  training  them  for  this  work.    This  supervisor  is 
constantly  on  the  watch  for  more  suitable  locations  for  those  whose 
stands  are  not  very  profitable.   He  visits  experienced  blind  news- 
dealers regularly  to  discover  whether  they  need  any  assistance. 
Non-Jewish  as  well  as  Jewish  dealers  are  assisted.    The  report  for 
November  1929  shows  visits  to  57  news  dealers  of  whom  16  were 
Jewish  and  41  non-Jewish.    Two  of  the  57  were  assisted  in  their 
attempts  to  find  stands.    Ten  of  the  Jewish  men  were  known  to 
the  other  workers  in  the  Welfare  Department,  but  there  were  no 
records  for  the  six  others.    Among  the  16  Jewish  men  supervised, 
there  were;  10  who  were  reported  by  the-  Lighthouse  to  be  under  Its 
supervision.    This  work  is  carried  on  in  close  cooperation  with 
the  Community  Center  where  the  supervisor  has  his  headquarters  and 
where  the  Newspaper  Men's  Club  meets  but  is  carried  on  as  an 
activity  of  the  Welfare  Department  since  this  Department  subsidizes 
it. 
Milk 

The  Department  pays  for  milk  given  to  undernourished 
children  in  the  blind  classes  and.  the  sight  conservation  classes  of 
the  public  schools,  and  for  all  pupils  in  the  sight  conservation 
class  meeting  at  the  Community  Center. 
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Analysis  of  Cases  Receiving  Regular  Visits 

In  order  to  study  the  work  of  the  Guild  in  a  more  de- 
tailed fashion,  an  analysis  was  made  of  a  group  of  cases  under 
care.   Since  the  Guild  does  not  make  any  division  between  in- 
active and  active  cases,  the  choice  was  made  to  include  those 
cases  for  which  the  workers  at  the  present  time  consider  them- 
selves responsible.   The  cases  included  totalled  89.   Of  these,  - 

66  were  receiving  regular  allowances 

4  were  receiving  clothing 

3  were  receiving  holiday  supplies  and  coal 

13  were  receiving  other  services 

3  were  being  investigated 

This  analysis  indicated  that  the  group  under  care  was  a  middle-aged 
and  old-aged  group  and  about  equally  divided  as  to  men  and  women. 
Fifty-three  were  totally  blind  or  had  only  light  perception.   Over 
one -half  of  the  group  were  reported  to  have  either  physical  handi- 
caps or  chronic  ailments*  and  others  were  known  to  be  mentally 
retarded.   About  one -half  were  not  employable  and  the  earnings 
of  the  others  were  on  the  whole  small.   Most  of  them  were  living 
with  .their  own  families,  either  as  a  member  of  an  old  couple  with 
their  spouses  and  children,  or  with  their  brothers  and  sisters. 
Approximately  one-half  of  the  group  have  been  under  care  for  five 
years  or*more. 
Sex  and  Age 

The  group  included  48  men  and  41  women.   Of  the  group, 
only  two  were  under  20  years  of  age;  53  or  59*5$  were  between  20 
and  59;  and  34  or  38. 2#  were  60  years  or  over.:   There  is  a  larger 
percentage  of  women  than  men  in  the  middle  age  group,  while  the  ■ 
opposite  holds  true  for  the  group  60  years  and  over.   (Table  I) 


••    •■ 


-  81  - 

TABLE  I 
AGES  OF  ACTIVE  GUILD  CASES 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Under 

20 

2 

_ 

2 

eii  «  O /o 

10-14 

years 

1 

1 

15-19 

!t 

1 

1 

20-60 

years 

24 

29 

53 

59.5% 

20-24 

years 

1 

1 

25-29 

ti 

1 

2 

3 

30-54 

!! 

3 

3 

6 

35-39 

II 

3 

5 

8 

40-44 

" 

1 

5 

6 

45-49 

1  J 

5 

5 

8 

50-54 

if 

6 

7 

13 

55-59 

II 

4 

4 

8 

60  years  &  over 

22 

12 

34 

38.2$ 

60-64 

ye  ar  s 

7 

5 

12 

65-69 

it 

9 

5 

14 

70-74 

it 

4 

1 

5 

75  years  &  over 

1 

1 

2 

Not  stated 

1 

0 

1 

TOTAL 

48 

41 

89 

100.0$ 

32 


Amount  of  Blindne ss 

Total  blindness  was  reported  in  53  coses;  in  23  cases, 
partial  blindness  was  noted;  in  10  cases  there  was  partial  sight 
in  one  eye,  and  in  3  instances,  the  situation  was  in  doubt  be- 
cause of  recent  operations, 

TABLE  II 


AMOUNT  0?  BLINDNESS 

Totally  blind  33 
Totally  blind  one  eye, 

partial  other  10 

Partial^  both  eyes  23 

In  doubt  following  operation  3 

TOTAL  89 

Marital  Status 

The  largest  group  of  men,  28  In  number,  were  married, 
while  of  the  women,  the  largest  group,  18  in  all,  v/ore  widowed. 
Twenty-two  or  25$  of  the  total  group  were  single;  32  or  36.3$  were 
married,  and  34  or  38.7$  were  widowed,  separated  or  divorced. 

table  iii 
marital  status  o^  those  is  years  and  over 

Male  Female  Total 

12  22 

4  32 

18  25 

7  9 


Single 

10 

Married 

28 

Widowed 

7 

Divorced,  Deserted 

2 

or  Separated 

TOTAL  47  41  88 

With  Whom  Living 

Table  IV  indicates  with  whom  the  blind  person  was  living; 
19  were  living  with  spouses,  51  were  living  with  their  families, 
10  were,  with  siblings,  16  were  living  alone,  2  with  one  other 


person. 


TABLE  IV 

WITH  WHOM  LIVING 


[ale 


Living 

alone 

5 

ti 

with  spouse 

17 

!! 

"   family 

16 

1! 

siblings 

4 

II 

others 

0 

II 

in  home  of 

children 

1 

II 

in  home  of 

relatives 

1 

11 

In  Dormitory 

4 

Female 

Total 

11 

16 

2 

19 

15 

31 

6 

10 

2 

2 

2 
0 


3 

4 


48 


41 


89 


Length  of  Time  Under  Care 

Table  V  shows  the  length  of  time  individuals  have  been 
under  care  at  the  agency.    This  indicates  that  one -half  of  the 
group  had  been  known  for  four  years  or  more;  16  had  been  known  for 
10  years  or  more. 

TABLE  V 
LENGTH  OF  TIME  U1DER  CARE 


Under  1  year 
1-4   years 
5-9    " 

10  and  over 


11 
37 

25 
16 


Physical  Condition 

Twenty-nine  of  the  men  and  14  of  the  women  reported  good 
or  fair  health  while  39  or  nearly  one -half  reported  chronic  physical 
ailments  or  defects  which  would  further  handicap  them.    Some  of 
these  conditions  are  associated  with  blindness,  such  as  diabetes, 
syphilis,  kidney  trouble  and  brain  tumors.    Diabetes  was  found 
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In  3  instances,  and  kidney  trouble,  partial  heiniphlegia,  chronic 
stomach  trouble  and  arteriosclerosis  in  3  instances.    Among  the 
other  handicaps,  deafness  was  reported  In  7  instances,    These 
diseases  were  found  among  the  middle  age  group  In  the  same  pro- 
portion as  among  the  old  age  group a 
Mental  Condition 

The  information  as  to  mental  condition  was  so  incomplete 
that  it  Vifas  not  possible  to  tabulate  this  material. 
Medical  Caro 

Sixty  instances  of  health  service  were  noted.    This  in- 
cluded taking  people  to  clinics  In  28  Instances,  and  referring 
them  to  doctors,  hospitals  or  clinics  in  30  Instances.    In  6  cases 
patients  who  required  occasional  nursing  care,  wore  attended  by 
one  of  the  workers,  who  is  a  nurse.    Insofar  as  medical  problems 
are  recorded,  they  were  found  to  have  been  given  prompt  attention., 
Citizenship 

Forty-eight  of  thy  group  were  known  to  be  citizens,  and 
2  had  secured  their  first  papers  but  had  been  refused  second  papers 
The  Guild  had  assisted  in  securing  citizenship  for  18  people.   For 
the  39  who  were  not  citizens,  an  attempt  to  get  citizenship  was 
noted  in  2  instances, 

It  is  difficult  for  a  blind  person  to  pass  the  necessary 
tests  unless  he  has  learned  to  read  and  write  before  he  became 
blind.   With  four  or  five  exceptions,  all  presented  additional 
handicaps,  such  as  deafness  or  low  mentality .    However,  there 
was  no  reason  recorded  for  failure  to  apply  In  the  former  cases, 
Blind  doles  had  been  secured  for  21  clients. 
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Occupations 

The  records  show  that  at  the  present  time,  24  of  the  48 
men  and  7  of  the  41  women  were  gainfully  employed.    The  group  of 
men  employed  included  11  who  were  in  the  cobbling  shop.   The  men 
not  employed  were  all  either  chronically  ill  or  recovering  from 
operations.    There  were  several  women,  who  while  not  gainfully 
employed  were  continuing  to  keep  house,  in  some  instances,  for 
large  families. 

TABLE  VI 
OCCUPATIONS 


.les 


Total 


No  occupation 

24 

Cobblers 

11 

Peddlers 

5 

Weavers 

4 

Hews  Stand 

1 

Helpers  in  work 

2 

Hebrew  Teacher 

1 

TOTAL 

48 

Females 

60  Sc  Over 

Under  60 

years 

12 

12 

4 

7 

3 

2 

1 

3 
1 

1 

1 

1 

22 


26 


No  occupation 

Peddler 

Agent 

Hairweaver 

Homecraft 


34 
1 
2 
3 
1 


41 


Earnings 

The  earnings  were  computed  for  all  those  for  whom  in- 
formation was  given.-"-   Of  the  9  men  for  whom  earnings  were  known, 


-"-  Those  in  the  Cobbling  Shop  were  not  included  since  their  earn- 
ings could  not  be  separated  from  the  relief  given  by  the  Guild. 
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GUILD  WELFARE  DEPARTMENT  ACTIVE  CASES 


PHYSICAL  DISEASES  AND  DEFECTS 


Under  60  Years 
lale       Female 


60  and  Over 
Male     Female 


Total 


Crippled 

Deafness  1 

Asthma 

Hemiplegia  2 

Cardiac 

Brain  Tumor 

Kidney  Trouble       1 

Stomach  Ulcers       1 

Syphilis  2 

Tabes  1 

Chronic  Stomach 
Trouble  2 

Diabetes 

Arteriosclerosis 

Epilepsy 

Varicose  Veins       1 

Chronic  Sinus 
Trouble  1 

Rheumatism 


3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


1 
2 
1 
1 


- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

7 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

4 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

3 

1 

i" 

3 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

4 

1 

2 

5 

1 

1 

3 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

mm 

M 

1 

TOTAL 


12 


16 


43 


No.  of  Individuals 
Included  Above     11 

No.  of  Individuals 
reporting  Good 
Health  15 

No.  of  Individuals 
reporting  Fair 
Health 

No.  of  Individ,  re- 
porting Poor  Health  - 

Not  Stated 


16 


6 


14 


39 


<^ 


1 

2 


6 

1 
4 


TOTAL 


26 


29 


22 


12 


89 
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4  earned  between  $15  and  $20,  and  one  between  $20  and  (325  weekly 
while  the  other  4  earned  less  or  below  C;15,    The  5  women  whose 
earnings  were  known  all  received  less  than  $15  a  week. 

The  Guild  had  placed  18  in  workshops,  but  had  not  made 
any  placements  elsewhere;  nor  was  there  any  record  of  placement 
by  the  Community  Workers. 

TABLE  VII 


tf>J' 


Under  $  5 

1 

$  5  -  $  9 

3 

10  -   14 

15  -   19 

4 

20  -   24 

25  -   29 

1 

Rot  Stated 

4 

TOTAL 

13 

Relief 

F.EKLY  EARNINGS 


Male  Female  Total 

2  3 

3 

3  3 

4 
0 
1 

2  6 


20 


There  was  a  total  of  107  instances  of  relief  being  given 
to  the  group  during  the  time  under  caree    This  included  regular 
allowances  in  69  cases,  holiday  supplies  only  in  7  instances, 
clothing  only  in  4  Instances,  and  glasses,  medicine  and  medical 
supplies  In  25  instances* 

At  the  time  of  the  study,  63  people  were  reported  to  be 
receiving  regular  allowances  in  money.    These  ranged  from  $14 
to  $535  monthly,  and  often  were  made  to  cover  rent,  In  addition  the 
allowances  usually  included  groceries  and  coal,    In  several  cases, 
the  Guild  was  paying  rent  for  old  couples  whose  children  were 
supplying  other  needs-    In  three  other  instances,  monthly  groceries 
were  being  given.    In  connection  with  the  distribution  of 
groceries,  reference  might  be  made  to  the  general  policy  of  agencies 
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to  make  an  allowance  fop  food  and  clothing  rather  than  giving  them 
direct;  in  this  way  the  family  may  buy  what  it  desires* 

The  allowances  were  not  based  on  a  budgetary  basis,  and 
total  incomes  were  usually  not  recorded,    In  those  instances  in 
which  the  total  income  is  known,  the  allowance  of  the  Guild  generally/ 
seems  to  be  low.    The  total  incomes  for  those  living  alone  was 
usually  between  $30  and  $35,  and  $50  to  $65  for  two  people.    This 
is  admitted  by  the  Welfare  Department  as  being  due  to  lack  of  funds » 
It  should  be  pointed  out  here  that  there  were  families  under  the 
care  of  the  Welfare  Department  who  would  be  eligible  for  relief 
from  the  Jewish  Social  Service  Association. 
Other  Services 

An  enumeration  of  services  showing  the  variety  of  assist- 
ance given  is  shown  in  Table  IX  attached*, 

In  addition  to  the  services  already  mentioned,  friendly 
visits  are  noted  in  8  cases.    This  includes  only  those  instances  in 
which  no  other  service  was  being  rendered*    Assisting  clients  to 
find  new  homes,  placing  bond  for  a  newly  arrived  blind  Immigrant  who 
was  threatened  with  deportation  and  securing  admission  to  the 
dormitory  were  some  of  the  other  services  given  by  the  workers.   In 
addition  to  the  services  noted  for  the  blind  clients,  there  were  a 
number  of  services  given  to  members  of  the  clients'  families.   These 
included  providing  glasses,  medicine,  providing  medical  and  nursing 
care,  securing  employment,,  assistance  in  getting  widow's  pension,  and 
arranging  for  institutional  care.    In  3  instances  in  families  now 
recieiving  service,  scholarships  were  secured  from  other  agencies 
by  the  Guild  for  a  member  of  the  family.    In  one  instance,  the 
Guild  itself  provided  a  scholarship  because  it  was  felt  that  through 
the  education  of  the  child  who  was  given  the  scholarship,  he  would 
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be  able  to  assume  the  responsibilities  for  the  care  of  the  family 
so  that  the  Guild  coulcl  withdraw  its  subsidy. 

In  summarizing  the  work  done  by  the  Welfare  Department 
as  shown  in  this  analysis,  it  should  be  emphasized  that  because  of 
the  incompleteness  cf  records,  it  was  not  possible  to  secure  an 
adequate  knowledge  of  the  problems  presented  nor  to  fully  appreciate 
the  work  of  the  Department  on  the  cases  studied*.    On  the  basis  of 
the  information  available,  however,  it  may  be  said,  that  the  medical 
work  of  the  Department  was  excellent.    Attempts  to  secure  citizen- 
ship were  usually  made,  and  those  eligible  for  blind  pensions  were 
referred  to  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare.    Considerable  friendly 
visiting  with  the  blind,  especially  with  those  who  are  confined  to 
the  hospital  is  done  by  the  Department.    On  the  other  hand,  relief 
was  not  given  on  a  budgetary  basis  and  did  not  follow  a  thorough 
investigation;  allowances  were  rather  low,  a  fact  of  which  the 
Department  is  conscious,    There  was  an  indication  of  a  fairly  large 
proportion  of  cases  in  which  other  members  of  the  family  were  given 
a  variety  of  services, 
Waiting  List  for  Guild  Home 

At  the  time  of  the  study  in  "November  1929,  there  were 
5  people  listed  in  the  records  of  the  Welfare  Department  as  having 
been  recommended  by  the  workers  and  awaiting  admission  to  the  Guild 
Home.    These  included  1  infant,  3   women  and  1  man,    Two  of  the 
applicants  were  living  at  City  Hospital,  the  infant  was  living  with 
his  parents,  and  the  others  were  living  with  their  children.    Of 
these  five  applications.   1  had  been  made  In  1920,  1  In  April  1928, 
1  in  July  1929,  and  the  other  2  during  October  1929.    There  were, 
in  addition,  2  men  who  were  being  assisted  by  the  'Welfare  Department, 
who  had  applied  for  admission  and  for  whom  it  was  noted  that  if  a 
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time  should  arrive  when  tiers  were  no  other  applicants  on  the  waiting 

list,  the st  men  would  be  addmitted. 

There  were  3  women  for  whom  application  had  been  made  for 
admission,  but  who  did  not  want  to  go  to  the  Home  at  the  present 
time.    They  are  being  visited  occasionally  by  workers  until  they 
should  decide  to  come  to  the  Guild  Home. 

The  waiting  list  was  again  examined  on  March  4,  1930.   It  was 
found  that  3  of  those  on  the  November  list  Had  already  been  admitted 
to  the  Nome  and  that  6  new  applicants  had  been  investigated  and  were 
awaiting  vacancies,  this  brought  the  total  number  to  8,  Including 
6  elderly  men  and  2  women.    This  list  of  course  was  subject  to 
general  medical  examinations  before  being  accepted  by  the  Admissions 
Committee . 

Among  approximately  600     Guild  cases  for  which  detailed  in- 
formation was  secured,  there  were  33  individuals  for  whom  application 
had  been  made  for  the  Home,  but  who  had  not  been  admitted.    Of 
this  group 

14  had  changed  their  minds  about  going  to  the  Home 
14  had  been  rejected 

1  could  not  be  located  when  a  vacancy  arose 

4  were  adjusted  elsewhere 

The  causes  for  rejection  are  as  follows: 

Phy  s 1 c  al  11 Ine s  s  5 

Mental  defectives  3 

Deaf  3 
Not  totally  blind,  has 

wife  living  1 
Family  refused  to 

contribute  amount  asked  2 

It  is  possible  that  because  of  the  few  vacancies  in  the  Home, 
placement  of  some  of  the  clients  who  might  otherwise  have  been 
suggested  for  the  Home,  was  not  even  considered,  and  that  the  waiting 

list  does  not  reflect  the  "tol: a r "number.  o"f'pe~opl'e  :who  might  ""desire' t c- 
enter  the  Home.  •  •  Hov/ever ;  insofar  as  applications  Jiave  been -*re  corded, 
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It  does  not  seem  that  there  is  a  heavy  waiting  list  for  the;  Home  at 
the  present  time,  nor  that  on  the  basis  of  this  waiting  list, 
additional  facilities  are  required..   While  In  two  Instances  those 
on  the  waiting  list  had  applied  more  than  one  ;>rear  previous  to  the 
time  of  the  study,  there  were  others  who  had  applied  much  later  had 
already  been  admitted,    This  indicates  that  the  application  was  not 
considered  as  necessary  as  those  which  were  made  subsequently. 


COMMUNITY  WORKERS  AUXILIARY 


Organization  and  Fur pose 

The  Community  Workers  Auxiliary  of  the  New  York  Guild 
for  the  Jewish  Blind  was  formerly  the  junior  league  of  that  organ- 
ization and  provided  recreational  and  educational  activities  for  the 
blind.    In  1920  it  decided  to  expand  its  activities  and  for  this 
purpose,  opened  a  center  at  240  East  105  Street,,    In  1923,  it 
moved  to  its  present  building  at  172  East  96  Street a        It  was  in- 
corporated in  19509 

Control  of  the  work  of  the  Auxiliary  is  vested  in  its 

Board  of  Directors  which  is  entirely  Independent  of  the  senior 

organization.    The  Auxiliary  raises  its  funds  independently  but 

through  a  working  arrangement  receives  an  annual  allowance  from  the 

Guild,    The  building  Is  owned  by  the  Guild. 

Officers 

The  officers  of  the  Community  Workers  Auxiliary  are: 

Eenry  E«  Heyman  President 

Esther  H.  Ryttenberg  Vice-President 

Myrtile  M.  Blum  Treasurer 

Beatrice  Lang  Rec0  Secretary 

Benjamin  M.  Friend  Cor.  Secretary 

Maude  E.  Wilson  Fin,  Secretary 
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Board  of  Directors: 


Addle  Schiffer  Becker  Rebecca  HeiToroner 

Carl  Bindman  5,  Philip  Lawrence 

Daniel  Peeler le in  Alva  Polasky 

David  E.  Friend  Lillie  Ryttenberg 

Seymour  A.  Goodman  S.E.  Schweitzer 

Max  C,  Greenwald  Alfred  J.  Stern 

Mrs 6  Isaac  N.  Goldberg  Helene  Stern 

Blanche  Waitzf elder 


Activities 


The  activities  of  the  Auxiliary  arc  directed  by  Mrs* 
Morris  Marx,  the  Executive  Secretary*    The  Auxiliary  has  two 
separate  functions :- 

1.  Recreational  and  educational  activities 

2.  Vocational   activities 

Recreation  and  Education 

The  recreation  program  1 s  directed  by  the  assistant 
executive  and  a  staff  of  part-time  specialists  for  each  activity. 
The;  Center  provides  clubs  for  both  men  and  women.    Classes  are 
offered  in  cooking,  dramatics,  art,  music  appreciation.    Individual 
instruction  in  music  is  also  provided.   Weekly  dances  are  given 
and  every  Wednesday  evening  a  public  program  Is  arranged.   Bowling 
alleys  are  open  during  the  evening,    The  Center  receives  theatre 
tickets  which  it  distributes  to  blind  people  and  their  escorts. 

Through  the  Center,  volunteer  readers  are  available  for 
blind  students.    The  organisation  has  a  braille  library  which  in- 
cludes an  especially  large  collection  of  lew  books  and  provides 
teachers  for  those  who  desire  to  learn  braille. 

Recreation  activities  are  provided  for  sight  conservation 
classes  in  the  building  after  regular  school  hours. 

The  recreational  and  educational  activities  of  the  build- 
ing are  open  to  all  the  adult  blind  of  New  York  and  neighboring 
communities.*   Though  no  reports  are  available,  the  headworker 
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estimates  that  about  1,500  people  come  to  the  building  during  the 
year  and  that  of  these  about  1,000  are  Jewish.    A  number  come  from 
New  Jersey  and  Long  Island. 

Vocational  Work 

This  work  is  under  the  care  of  the  executive  director  and 
a  supervisor  for  each  shop. 
Sheltered  Work  Shops 

The  Auxiliary  maintains  two  shops,  one  for  men  and  one 
for  women.    A  shop  employing  about  20  blind  girls,  of  whom  15  are 
Jewish,  makes  dolls1  wigs.    The  girls1  salaries  range  from  $7.50 
while  learning  to  $14  for  experts  averaging  $12  a  week.    At  1554 
Third  Avenue,  the  Auxiliary  conducts  a  textile  weaving  shop  employ- 
ing 14  men  of  whom  11  are  Jewish.    Here,  blankets,  dress-goods 
and  material  for  purses  are  made.    Learners  are  paid  $7.50  a  week 
and  after  two  or  three  months,  if  their  work  is  good,  they  are  put 
on  a  piece  work  basis,  earning  $10  to  $50  a  week,  averaging  $30  a 
week  during  the  whole  year. 

The  shops  are  open  seven  hours  a  day  for  five  days  a 
week.    Hot  drinks  for  lunch  are  provided  by  the  Community  Workers. 
Three  weeks  without  pay  is  allowed  for  vacation  during  the  summer 
and  arrangements  are  made  for  a  stay  at  the  Vacation  Camp  for  those 
who  desire  to  go.    Occasionally,  scholarships  are  sjcured  to  cover 
the  expense  of  training  the  workers,  otherwise  this  cost  is  borne  by 
the  Department. 

The  articles  made  In  the  shops  are  sold  to  manufacturers 
on  a  competitive  commercial  basis  and  are  also  sold  to  individuals 
through  special  sales  in  cooperation  with  the  State  Commission  for 
the  Blind.   With  the  exception  of  money  spent  for  training  new 
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workers,  the  shops  are  said  to  be  se  if  -maintaining  ■  # 
Home  Craft 

The  Auxiliary  has  arrangements  with  about  20  girls  where- 
by  it  sells  them  tb:n   materials  and  buys  back  finished  handicraft 
products.    These  are  disposed  of  at  the  special  sales  where  the 
products  of  the  shops  are  sold.   The  average  income  from  this  source 
is  small,  usually  totalling  a  few  dollars  monthly. 
Cobbling  Shop 

The  Cobbling  Shop  maintained  by  the  Welfare  Department  for 
its  clients  is  located  in  the  Community  Center  but  is  operated  in- 
dependently. 
Employment 

In  addition  to  selecting  people  for  the  workshops,  the 
executive  director  is  occasionally  able  to  place  a  blind  person  in 
regular  industry.    She  also  assists  in  getting  appointments  for  the 
orchestras  of  blind  musicians  sponsored  b;/  the  Center. 

The  field  worker  who  is  employed  by  the  Welfare  Department 
to  supervise  news  stand  dealers  lias  his  headquarters  at  the  Center 
and  work  under  the  direction  of  the  executive  director  of  the 
Community  Workers  in  the  placement  of  applicants  for  news  stands. 


VACATION  CAMP  AND  DORMITORY  AUXILIARY 
46  West  120 th  Street 

History  of  Organization 

The  auxiliary  of  the  New  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind 

was  organized  In  March  1923  by  a  group  of  women  who  desired  to  do 

some  philanthropic  work  and  for  this  purpose  affiliated  themselves 

with  the  Guild.    The  two  chief  activities  are  a  summer  camp  at  Rye, 

New  York,  and  a  dormitory  for  blind  men  at  46  West  120th  Street.    In 


No  Information  about  finances  was  available. 


-  96  - 

addition,  relief  in  small  sums  and  in  kind  is  given  to  a  few  families 
through  the  Cheer  Fund  Committee.    The  Auxiliary  has  a  budget  of 
approximately  $15,000. 

The  Auxiliary  is  practically  an  independent  organization 
raising  its  own  funds  and  dispensing  them  according  to  its  own 
desires.    On  member  of  the  Board  of  the  Guild  serves  on  the  Advisory 
Board  of  the  Auxiliary  and  acts  as  an  intermediary  between  the  two 
groups.    Mrs.  Sidney  Lissner  is  President  of  the  Auxiliary. 
Finances 

The  organization  is  supported  by  income  from  membership 
dues  provided  at  a  social  affair  during  the  winter  and  receipts  from 
various  affairs  given  during  the  summer  by  individual  members. 
Camp 

The  Vacation  Camp  for  the  Blind  was  opened  during  the 
summer  of  1923  at  Rye.    Previous  to  this  time,  the  Guild,  itself, 
had  maintained  a  camp  for  blind  girls  at  Yonkers.    The  camp  has 
room  for  4  5  people  at  one  time  excluding  the  staff.    It  is  open  for 
12  weeks  during  which  time,  there  are  four  groups  which  come  for 
periods  of  three  weeks  each.    These  groups  include  two  men's  groups, 
(young  men,  16  to  50  years)  and  old  men  (50  years  and  over)  and  two 
women's  groups,  young  (16  to  50  years)  and  old  women  (50  years  and 
over).   However,  the  age  groups  are  not  firmly  set  and  occasionally, 
a  young  person  is  sent  at  the  same  time  as  the  older  group  or  vice 
versa* 

Although  the  camp  is  usually  full,  there  are  seldom  any 
who  apply  who  cannot  be  accommodated  during  one  of  the  two  periods 
open  to  each  sex.   No  records  are  available  to  indicate  the  number 
of  people  who  came  to  the  camp  during  1929.. 

Invitations  are  sent  out  to  those  who  have  come  to  the 
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camp  in  previous  years  and  to  those  who  are  recommended  by  fiiendse 
Headquarters  for  registration  arc  at  the  Community  Center. 

The  camp  requires  a  physicians'  certificate  of  good 
health  within  the  previous  six  weeks  or  an  examination  by  its  own 
physician.    The  camp  is  open  to  all  blind  people,  16  years  of  age 
and  over,    Non-Jews  as  well  as  Jews  are  admitted.    No  fees  are 
charged  and  no  home  investigation  is  made.    Occasionally,  a  blind 
person  is  allowed  to  bring  along  a  sighted  relative,  usually  a  child, 
to  act  as  guide o   No  records  are  available.    The  president  re- 
ports that  a  large  number  return  3rear  after  year. 

DORMITORY 
Par pose 

The  Dormitory  was  opened  in  July,  1926,  to  furnish  a 
home  for  blind  working  men.    In  order  to  be  admitted  or  permitted 
to  remain  in  the  house,  a  man  must  be  employed  at  least  part  of  the 
time  and  he  or  some  agency  must  pay  $5  a  week  for  room  and  board. 
Method  of  Admission 

Applicants  for  admission  are  investigated  by  a  member  of 
the  organization  who  conducts  a  home  visit  as  well  as  a  personal 
interview  with  the  applicant.    A  medical  examination  Is  required 
also.   Non-Jewish  men  as  well  as  Jewish  men  are  accepted,  and  those 
who  have  families  may  also  be  admitted. 
Plant 

The  building  used  Is  a  brown  stone  residence  facing 
Mornlngside  Park.    Though  it  has  a  maximum  capacity  of  14,  at 
present  it  has  12  beds.    Three  floors  and  basement  are  occupied. 
On  the  main  floor  is  a  large  sitting  room  and  the  living  quarters 
of  the  matron;  on  the  second  floor  there  is  one  room  with  5  beds  and 
another  containing  two  beds.    On  the  third  floor,  there  is  one  bed- 
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room  of  two  beds  and  another  with  three  "bedso   Each  room  has  a  wash 
"basin  connected  with  it  and  each  floor  has  a  bathroom.    Closet 
space  and  dressers  are  provided  for  all.    The  dining  room  and  the 
kitchen  are  in  the  basement. 
Residents 

At  the  time  of  visit,  there  were  11  residents  of  whom  10 
were  Jewish.    These  men  ranged  in  age  from  20  to  74  years;  4  of  them 
being  less  than  45  years  and  5  over  that  age. 


Age 

N 

20-29 

«. 

1 

30-39 

- 

1 

40-44 

- 

1 

45-49 

- 

2 

50-59 

- 

1 

60-69 

- 

1 

70-79 

- 

1 

Not  Stated 

- 

1 

Ealf  of  the  men  have  been  in  the  Home  for  2  years  and  more 
and  but  2  had  come  in  within  the  past  year.    Of  the  9  men  of  whom 
the  conjugal  condition  was  known,  1  was  married;  3  separated  or 
divorced;  4  were  single;  and  one  was  widowed. 

Very  little  was  known  of  the  social  background  of  the 
men  in  the  Home  but  information  available  indicated  in  a  few  instances 
that  there  were  relatives  with  whom  the  men  might  have  lived  but  with 
whom  they  did  not  care  to  stay. 

At  the  time  of  stud;y,  six  of  the  men  were  employed  in 
Sheltered  Work  Shops,  2  at  the  Lighthouse  and  4  at  the  Community  Center 
Two  others  are  salesmen.    One  maintains  a  nev/s  stand  and  another 
operates  an  employement  bureau. 

The  income  was  known  for  very  few7  of  the  men.   Where 
indicated,  however,  it  seemed  as  much  as  provided  for  in  the  budgets 
of  the  Welfare  Department  of  the  Guild. 
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Weekly  Income  (Including  D.P.W.  Subsidy , ) 

|  5  -   9  -  1 

10-14  -  2 

15-19  -  1 

20  -  24  -  1 

Not  Stated  -  5 

Some  members  of  the  group  were  found  to  be  known  to  other 
agencies.    Three  had  been  at  the  Guild  Home  previously;  3  others 
were   also  known  to  the  Welfare  Department. 

At  the  time  of  study,  2  were  receiving  subsidies  from 
the  Guild  Welfare  Department  in  connection  with  their  work  and  an- 
other was  receiving  clothing. 

RELIEF  WORK  OF  AUXILIARY 

In  addition  to  maintaining  the  two  activities  named  above, 
the  Auxiliary,  through  its  Cheer  Fund,  also  distributes  relief.   This 
is  sometimes  done  in  cooperation  with  the  Welfare  Department  but 
usually  independentlyc 

In  one  instance  cited,  the  Guild  was  furnishing  two 
quarts  of  milk  daily  as  extra  nourishment  for  a  woman  who  is  blind 
and  completely  paralyzed.    The  woman's  husband  earning  about  $40 
a  week  is  considered  able  to  support  his  family  which  includes  three 
children  and  his  wife's  mother  and  to  provide  a  maid  who  cares  for 
his  wife,  and  the  Guild  subsidy  is  based  on  the  theory  that  the 
extra  nourishment  is  needed-    For  this  family  the  Auxiliary  reported 
that  it  was  providing  groceries. 

In  another  family  in  which  the  Welfare  Department w.as  pro- 
viding relief,  the  Auxiliary  provided  a  telephone  and  extra  groceries. 
In  a  third  instance,  the  Auxiliary  subsidized  the  sighted  wife  of  a 
deceased  client  of  the  Welfare  Department  whom  the  Department  desired 
to  refer  to  the  Jewish  Social  Service  Association  for  subsidy  after 
her  husband's  death. 
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PENCIL  OFFICE  OF  TEE  GUILD 

The  Pencil  Office  of  the  New  York  Guild  was  originated 
to  raise  funds  for  the  work  of  the  organization.    The  office  is 
located  at  100  West  72  Street.   It  sends  a  package  containing  two 
dozen  pencils  to  a  list  of  contributors  for  which  it  asks  $2.00. 
These  appeals  are  sent  to  people  in  Greater  New  York  and  to  outlying 
communities* 

The  Pencil  Fund  deposits  all  contributions  in  its  own 
bank  account  and  from  time  to  time  is  required  to  pass  over  to  the 
treasurer  such  funds  as  may  be  needed  for  the  maintenance  of  the  work 
of  the  organization. 

In  connection  with  the  preparation  of  pencils  for  mailing, 
the  office  employs  a  group  of  5  blind  workers  to  do  packing,  folding 
and  sorting.   These  women  are  paid  $14  a  week  and  receive  $1  extra 
for  lunch  money. 
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HOME  FOR  THE  JEWISH  BLIND 
CHAPTER  I 
FACILITIES 
History  of  Organization 

The  New  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind  is  an  outgrowth 
of  the  welfare  work  with  the  blind  conducted  by  the  National  Council 
of  Jewish  Women*    The  Guild  was  organized  in  1914  and  incorporated 
in  1916,  during  which  year  it  secured  a  charter  from  the  State  Board 
of  Charities,    The  various  departments  of  the  New  York  Guild  for 
the  Jewish  Blind  are:  The  Home  for  the  Blind,  the  Welfare  Department, 
the  Vacation  Camp  and  Dormitory  Auxiliary,  the  Community  Workers 
Auxiliary  and  the  Pencil  Office, 

The  Home  for  the  Jewish  Blind,  located  at  St. John's  and 
Crotty  Avenues,  Yonkers,  New  York,  was  founded  in  1919,  for  the  care, 
education  and  adjustment  of  blind  children,,    In  1921  additional 
facilities  were  added  to  accommodate  blind  women.   It  was  not  until 
1924  when  a  home  for  adult  blind  men  was  opened. 
Physical  Facilities 

The  capacity  of  the  Home  for  the  Blind  on  the  date  of 
the  survey,  October  1929,  totaled  65  beds;  18  for  men;  20  for  women 
and  27  for  children*    Indications  of  crowding  are  revealed  by  the 
fact  that  at  the  time  of  the  study  the  Home  accommodated  76  persons: 
28  children;  22  men  and  26  women.    In  this  connection  it  should  be 
noted  that  2  of  the  women  (over  20  years  of  age)  are  housed  In  the 
children's  building  because  of  lack  of  space  in  the  Women's  Home. 

The  Home  consists  of  8  separate  buildings  and  one  rented 
apartment  for  the  nurses  and  some  of  the  help.    These  buildings 
occupy  four  and  a  half  acres  of  land  and  are  somewhat  scattered.   The 
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workshop,  general  repair  shop,  Men's  Home  and  Women's  Home  are  more 
than  100   yards  from  the  main  building  (Children's  Building)  while 
three  other  structures  designated  as  Lawton  House,  the  Weaving  Build- 
ing and  the  garage  are  located  within  a  radius  of  200  yards.   The 
nurses'  and  staff  house  is  fully  two  blocks  from  the  main  building, 

The  grounds  and  buildings  are  well  cared  for  and  in  good 
condition  of  upkeep.    All  the  buildings  are  well  ventilated  and 
sanitary*    The  buildings,  with  the  exception  of  the  Women's  Home 
are  non-fire  proof  and  the  latter  is  only  semi-  fire  proof.   However, 
facilities  for  fire  protection  appear  satisfactory.    The  buildings 
are  provided  with  exterior  fire  escapes  and  the  fire  extinguishers 
are  recharged  periodically.    A  nurse  is  on  duty  all  night  and  the 
night  patrol  is  well  regulatedc    The  inmates  receive  fire  drills 
periodically.    A  recent  fire  drill  indicated  that  the  buildings  can 
be  vacated  by  the  inmates  in  less  than  two  minutes.- 

The  sleeping  conditions  of  the  children  and  adults  were 
found  to  be  unsatisf actory*    There  was  evidence  of  crowding  in  the 
Children's  Building,  particularly  on  the  second  floor.    On  this 
floor  there  were  two  dormitories  which  accommodated  11  boys,  the 
standard  capacity  being  9,    A  small  room  had  to  be  used  for  2  boys, 
although  the  standard  capacity  was  only  1„    Conditions  of  crowding 
were  also  indicated  in  the  nursery  which  contained  cribs  for  5 
children.    The  Women's  Building  was  particularly  crowded.    On  the 
first  floor  there  were  5  women  who  slept  in  2  bedrooms  which  should 
only  accommodate  3  persons*    On  this  floor  a  foyer  also  had  to  be 
used  for  one  woman.    Crowding  was  also  indicated  on  the  second 
fl.oor,  where  a  dormitory  accommodated  9  women,  although  there  was 
normally  room  for  only  8  persons.    The  living  room  which  was  also 
used  as  a  dining  room  was  found  to  be  inadequate.    The  Men's  Buildin; 
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accommodated  17  men,  the  standard  capacity  being  16.    It  was  also 
indicated  that  3  partially  sighted  men  were  compelled  to  sleep  in 
Lav;ton  House  because  of  crowded  conditions  in  the  Men's  Building* 
Inadequate  sleeping  conditions  for  the  nurses  and  staff  members  were 
also  in  evidence,    A  rented  apartment  had  to  be  employed  for  the  use 
of  the  staff, 

The  dining  room  which  was  used  both  for  the  children  and 
the  staff  was  found  to  be  too  small.    The  other  employees  of  the 
Home  found  it  necessary  to  eat  in  the  kitchen  because  of  lack  of 
dining  room  facilities,    Reflgeration  facilities  and  storage  space 
were  also  found  to  be  insuf f icient »    For  the  latter  purpose  cellars, 
attics,  garage  and  repair  shop  In  the  various  buildings  had  to  be 
used.    There  were  also  insufficient  toilet  facilities,  particularly 
in  the  Children's  Building. 

Health  facilities  were  inadequate .    There  were  no  in- 
firmaries in  the  Men's  and  Women's  Buildings  and  no  separate  hospital 
space  for  Isolation,  reception  quarantine  (for  children)  and  medical 
examinations.    The  hospital,  located  in  the  Children's  Building, 
accommodated  both  isolation  cases  and  reception  quarantine  cases  at 
different  intervals, 

There  was  no  separate  indoor  space  for  a  play  room  and 
kindergarten  room,    The  play  room  had  to  be  used  as  a  kindergarten 
room  In  Inclement  weather .    The  study  room  was  also  found  to  be 
crowded.    The  outdoor  play  ground  space  appeared  to  be  inadequate. 
There  was  also  little  walking  space  for  the  adults , 

Defects  were  also  found  in  the  facilities  for  vocational 
training  and  occupational  therapy.    The  workshop  which  was  used  for 
brush  and  mop  making  could  only  accommodate  8  persons  at  any  given 
time.    Because  of  limited  space,  free  movement  was  restricted,  a 
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factor  which  needs  serious  consideration  in  the  case  of  blind  people*, 
The  weaving  room  could  only  hold  9  looms,  although  there  was  apparent 
need  for  at  least  16  or  18  looms. 

The  Superintendent T s  of f ice  appeared  to  be  decidedly 
inadequate.    The  stenographic  staff  and  record  files  are  located  in 
this  office  which  is  also  used  as  a  receiving  room  for  supplies, 
donations,  etc* 

Housing  permits  for  the  Children's  Building  are  renewed 
annually  "by  the  Yonkers'  Board  of  Health,  while  in  the  case  of  the 
Men's  and  Women's  Homes  such  permits  are  granted  at  the  opening 
of  the  buildings  and  periodic  inspections  made.    The  granting  of 
permits  for  the  Children's  Building  had  been  delayed  for  the  past 
two  years.    The  Yonkers'  Board  of  Health,  however,  regards  the 
present  housing  facilities  of  the  Home  for  the  Blind  as  a  temporary 
situation. 

The  above  defects  clearly  point  to  the  need  of  the 
following  physical  facilities  for  the  care  of  the  blinds 

1.  Increased  bed  space, 

2.  Additional  outdoor  space  for  recreation. 

3.  "Separate  rooms  for  games,  recreation,  kinder- 

garten, music  and  study, 

4.  Separate  Superintendent's  office  and  steno- 

graphic and  record  rooms c 

5.  Larger  workshop  and  weaving  room, 

6.  More  laundry  space  and  kitchen  equipment. 

7.  Separate  dining  room  for  staff  and  help. 

8.  More  adequate  housing  for  staff. 

9.  Increased  storage  space. 

10.  Separate  receiving  room  for  supplies  and 

donations o 

11.  Separate  medical  examining  room. 

12.  Infirmaries  in  the  Men's  and  Women's  Buildings. 

The  Guild  Is  conscious  of  the  present  defective  housing 
conditions  and  has  purchased  a  new  plot  of  800  feet  frontage  on  the 
Sawmill  River  Parkway,  consisting  of  approximately  12  acres.   It 
is  the  plan  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  New  York  Guild  for  the 
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Blind  to  erect  fire  proof  buildings  of  a  semi -congregate  type  with  a 
maximum  capacity  of  120  beds,  to  accommodate  30  children,  45  men  and 
45  women.    It  is  fo.lt  that  the  real  problem  is  to  increase  the 
capacity  for  the  aged  blind,  who  are  infrequently  discharged  from  the 
Home.    In  the  case  of  the  younger  population,  the  frequency  of  dis- 
charge is  much  greater..    The  defects  outlined  above  will  be  taken  in- 
to consideration  in  the  construction  of  the  new  buildings. 

There  follows  a  detailed  description  of  the  physical 
facilities  of  the  Home  for  the  Blind: 
Main  Building  (Children's  Building) 

This  is  a  three  story,  non-fire  proof,  stucco  house.   The 
cellar  contains  the  boiler  and  provides  little  storage  space.   On  the 
first  floor  are  the  Superintendent's  office  (it  also  accommodates 
the  stenographic  staff  and  does  not  allow  for  private  interviews) ; 
a  play  room,  which  is  also  used  as  a  kindergarten  room  in  inclement 
weather;  a  dining  room,  which  is  used  for  both  children  and  staff, 
necessitating  the  setting  and  resetting  of  tables;  kitchen  and  pantry; 
laundry;  three  toilets  and  a  small  and  inadequate  ice  box  room;  3 
beds  in  2  semi -enclosed  porches  segregating  2  boys  and  1  girl. 

The  second  floor  of  this  building  has  2  crowded  dormi- 
tories accommodating  6  and  5  boys  respectively.   According  to  the 
standards  of  housing  set  by  the  Board  of  Health  these  rooms  should 
accommodate  5  and  4  boys  respectively.    On  this  floor  there  is  also 
a  small  room  for  2  boys  which  should  not  accommodate  more  than  1  boy. 
Other  facilities  include  an  over-crowded  nursery  for  5  children  and  ad 
joining  bath  room;  a  crowded  study  room,  which  necessitates  the  using 
of  the  same  room  by  boys  and  girls;  another  bath  room;  inadequate 
toilet  facilities  and  linen  room;  Superintendent's  apartment; 
medicine  chest  and  medical  supply  closet, 

Men' s  Building 

is 
This/a  two  story,  non-fire  proof  building,  a  transformed 
barn  and  carriage  house 0        On  the  first  floor  are  the  dining  room;  an 
adjacent  bath;  serving  kitchen,  used  for  preparation  of  breakfast: 
living  room;  adjacent  toilet;  two  closed  closets. 

The  second  floor  has  2  crowded  dormitories  which  ac- 
commodate 17  men.    According  to  the  standards  of  bousing,  these 
dormitories  should  not  accommodate  more  than  16  persons.   There  are 
two  private  rooms  on  this  floor  which  accommodate  1  and  2  men  re- 
spectively.   Other  facilities  include  the  fireman's  room  and  2 
closed  closets. 
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Women's  House 

Tliis  is  a  three  story,  serai -fire  proof,  hollow  tile  and 
stucco  building.   It  is  the  only  semi-fire  proof  "building  on  the 
premises.    The  first  floor  contains  a  porch  and  living  room,  which 
is  also  used  as  a  dining  room  and  gives  indications  of  serious 
crowding.    Other  facilities  include  a  separate  dining  room;  bath 
room;  serving  kitchen  (for  preparation  of  breakfast  only);  2  crowded 
bed  rooms  accommodating  2  and  3  women  respectively  (according  to 
standard  condtions  of  housing  these  rooms  should  accommodate  1  and 
2  women  respectively).   It  should  be  mentioned  here  that  the  first 
floor  is  used  for  the  housing  of  aged  women  and  those  suffering  from 
cardiac  conditions  and  orthopedic  defects* 

The  second  floor  is  extremely  crowded.    There  is  1 
dormitory,  consisting  of  2  rooms  separated  by  a  doorway,  accommodat- 
ing 9  women  (one  of  the  beds  is  located  between  the  2  rooms).   There 
is  also  on  this  floor  ono  bed  located  in  the  foyer,  an  emergency 
spot  which  has  been  used  for  the  last  8  years.    Other  sleeping 
accommodations  include  one  semi-private  which  is  usually  used  for  2 
persons  and  sometimes  for  3;  and  1  room  and  bath  for  the  house  mother. 
On  this  floor  there  are  also  located  a  fine  sun  porch  and  bath  room 
for  the  inmates;  also  a  medication  and  treatment  room  and  1  supply 
closet.    Each  room  contains  chairs  between  beds;  a  chest  of  drawers 
and  bed-side  table. 

The  third  floor  contains  4  rooms  which  accommodate  9 
women.    The  number  of  persons  in  each  room  are  2,  3,  3,  1  respect- 
ively.   The  bath  room  is  also  located  on  this  floor. 

Lav; ton  House 

This  building  Is  rented  by  the  Guild.    It  is  a  two  story, 
non-fire  proof  building,  consisting  of  7  rooms,  which  accommodate  3 
partially  sighted  men,  the  chauffeur y  general  foreman,  porter,  as- 
sistant fireman,  house  parents,  housekeeper,  night  orderly  and  relief 
couple. 

The  first  floor  contains  a  toilet  and  lavatory.   There 
is  also  a  crowded  room  In  the  rear,  which  is  used  as  a  general  sew- 
ing room.    All  mending  and  alteration  are  done  in  this  room  by  the 
seamstress.    The  attic  is  used  for  storage. 

Nurses'  and  Staff  House 

This  Is  a  rented  apartment  in  a  2  story  house.   It  com- 
prises 6  rooms  and  bath,  housing  the  telephone  operator  and  office 
assistant,  3  day  nurses,  2  night  nurses  and  one  relief  nurse.   In 
this  apartment  is  also  Included  one  nurses'  living  room  and  a 
kitchen. 

Workshop  Pavilion 

This  is  a  one  story  frame  structure  which  Is  used  for 
brush  and  mop  making  and  basketry  work.    In  this  building  there  are 
2  brush  machines;  1  mop  machine  and  6  tables  for  rugs,  brushes,  etc. 
It  is  used  by  30  persons  (men  and  women),  about  8  persons  being 
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accommodated  at  one  time.    The  shop  is  also  used  by  children  for 
2  hours  a  week  at  one  hour  sessions.    The  workshop  appears  to  be 
very  crowded.    There  is  little  space  between  tables  and  machinery, 
a  situation  which  needs  careful  study  particularly  in  the  case  of 
blind  persons. 

W e a v ing  Building 

This  is  a  two  story,  non-fire  proof  structure,    The 
first  floor  is  used  almost  exclusively  for  weaving,    This  floor  con- 
sists of  2  adjoining  rooms  which  were  converted  into  one  room,  and 
adjoining  foyer «    The  weaving  facilities  include  9  looms  (4  treadle, 
2  smaller  looms  and  3  table  looms) j  tables  for  finishing  rugs  and 
chairs  for  the  weavers.    On  this  floor  are  also  a  Rabbi's  bed  room 
(converted  kitchen);  2  supply  closets;  toilet  and  lavatory.   The 
shop  is  used  by  13  persons  (men  and  women)  and  only  9  persons  can  be 
accommodated  at  one  timeo    Inasmuch  as  one- third  of  the  number  of 
looms  must  be  idle  for  threading,  only  6  people  can  work  at  any 
given  time.    This  does  not  afford  sufficient  opportunity  to  de- " 
termine  what  proportion  of  the  adults  might  profit  by  this  type  of 
training. 

The  second  floor  consists  of  4  bed  rooms  and  bath  room 
for  the  boys,  the  nurse,  blind  helpers,  laundresses  and  maids.   There 
is  also  a  small  attic  which  is  used  as  a  trunk  room.   Adjacent  to 
this  building  there  is  a  garage  for  one  car0 

Other  buildings  include  the  general  repair  shop,  which 
contains  the  grinding  machine,  tools  and  a  room  for  grocery  storage. 
In  this  building  all  the  carpentry  work  is  done.    There  is  a  separate 
garage  near  the  women's  home  for  the  bus  and  one  car.    In  front  of 
the  Administration  Building  there  is  a  yard  "Which  Is  used  as  a  play 
ground.    This  space  Is  also  used  for  kindergarten  work  in  fair 
weather.    Between  the  Main  Building  and  the  Women* s  Building  there 
are  approximately  2  acres  of  cultivated  ground  used  for  vegetables 
and  fruit,    Part  of  this  ground  Is  also  used  for  flower  gardens 
which  supply  flowers  for  the  tables  In  the  various  buildings. 
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Personnel 

In  general,  the  personnel  of  the  Home  for  the  Blind 
appears  to  be  adequate  and  well  trained.    The  teachers  of  the  blind 
had  received  their  training  and  experience  in  various  specialized 
schools  and  organisations  such  as  Perkin's  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
the  New  York  State  Commission  for  the  Blind  and  the  Industrial  Home 
for  the  Blind. 

There  i s  an  harmonious  relationship  between  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Home  and  the  members  of  the  staff.   There  is  also 
an  indication  of  good  coordination  among  the  various  departments 
of  the  Home.    Both  children  and  adults  are  very  much  attached  to 
the  Superintendent  whom  they  address  as  "mother",  with  much  warmth 
and  feeling.    The  children  appear  to  be  active  and  unredressed  con- 
sidering their  physical  handicaps.    The  adult  group  also  evidences 
contentment  and  wholesome  attitudes  toward  life  in  general. 

The  Heme  is  fortunate  in  being  able  to  retain  its 
personnel  for  a  relatively  long  period  of  time  and  thus  has  been 
successful  in  rounding  out  a  well  trained  staff.   Of  the  21  persons 
on  the  staff  but  one  person  has  been  employed  for  a  period  less  than 
2  7/ears  at  the  time  of  the  survey.    On  the  other  hand  there  were 
13  persons  who  had  remained  on  the  staff  of  the  Home  for  the  Blind 
from  2  to  5  years  and  8  persons  (exclusive  of  the  special  temporary 
tutor  who  had  been  in  the  Home  previously  for  7  years)  had  served 
the  Home  from  5  to  11  years.    The  average  length  of  stay  of  the 
staff  members  was  4.4  years  at  the  time  of  the  study.    The  same 
situation  obtained  in  the  case  of  the  domestic  help  who  had  seen 
service  for  a  period  ranging  from  6  months  to  11  years,  the  average 
period  being  approximately  4  years..   Thus  the  turn-over  in  personnel 
of  the  Home  is  relatively  small.. 
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It  is  the  policy  of  the  Home  to  employ  blind  parsons  as 
teachers  whenever  feasible,  in  an  attempt  to  indicate  that  there  is 
a  field  of  useful  service  for  the  trained  blind.    It  is  also  felt 
that  such  procedure  has  a  good  psychological  effect  on  the  inmates, 
particularly  the  children,,    At  the  time  of  the  survey,  the 
personnel  of  the  Borne  Included  4  blind  teachers  and  1  general  helper 
who  was  partially  sighted.    The  blind  teachers  consisted  of  1 
kindergarten  teacher,  1  music  teacher,  1  shop  teacher  and  a  teacher 
of  occupational  therapy. 

The  personnel  of  the  Home  for  the  Blind  is  as  follows: 

1  Superintendent 

1  Special  temporary  tutor 

1  Supervisor  of  handicraft  work 

1  Teacher  of  occupational  therapy 

1  Kindergarten  teacher 

1  Music  teacher 

1  Shop  teacher 

1  Boys'  practical  nurse 

1  Graduate  babies'  nurse 

1  Graduate  girls"  nurse 

1  Practical  women's  nurse 

1  Practical  relief  nurse 

1  Practical  children's  night  nurse 

1  H  i  gh  t  o  r  d  e  r  1  y 

1  Women's  nighb  nurse 
Matron  and  director  of  Men's  Home 
( M  a  t r on  and  pr  a  c t i  c a 1  nur  s  e  ) 

1  Housekeeper 

1  Matron  for  Women's  Home 

1  Secretary 

1  Office  assistant  and  telephone  operator 

1  Visiting  Rabbi 

1  Attending  physician 

2  Consultants  -  opthalmologists 
1  Podiatrist 

1  Chiropodist  (for  outside  treatment) 

1  Dentist  (for  outside  treatment) 

1  Chauffeur  and  swimming  teacher 

1  Cook 

1  Foreman 

1  Fireman 

1  Handiman 

1  Scullery  maid 

2  Laundresses 

1  Dormitory  maid 

1  General  helper  and  porter 

6  Maids  and  seamstresses 

8  Inmate  blind  helpers 
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Mrs.  Rose  Z.  Mosciicowi'tz,  Superintendent  of  the  Home, 
has  had  a  college  education  and  also  a  variety  of  courses  in 
dietetics,  psychology  and  business.   She  has  also  had  practical 
business  training,  two  years  of  nursing  experience  in  a  hospital  and 
special  training  as  clinical  assistant  in  an  ophthalmic  hospital. 
She  has  been  Superintendent  of  the  Home  for  the  past  11  ;fears.   Her 
duties  are  manifold  and  varied.    She  establishes  all  contacts  with 
outside  organizations  (Sisterhoods,  hospitals,  schools,  etc.); 
assists  in  the  raising  of  funds,  such  as  the  Bailding  Fund,  Happy 
Lay  Funds,  Memorial  Funds,  etc;  maintains  complete  supervision  of  all 
departments  of  activity  in  the  Home  including  daily  visits  to  all 
the  inmates;  preparation  of  menus  and  requisitions.    She  is  on  the 
Building  Committee  of  the  Building  Fund  and  also  plans  construction, 
work  on  the  grounds. 

The  kinder gar tner  received  her  training  at  the  Perkin's 
Institute  for  the  Blind  and  also  had  a  teachers'  training  course  for 
the  blind  at  Harvard.    She  teaches  kindergarten  mornings  and  assists 
the  elementary  school  children  with  their  homework  in  the  afternoons. 

^•ke  special  temporary  tutor  ?s  training  and  experience  is 
similar  to  that  of  the  kindergarten  teacher »    She  was  previously 
with  the  Home  for  seven  years  and  has  been  employed  temporarily  to 
assist  elementary  and  high  school  children  in  their  school  work. 

^!ie  rcusic  teacher  received  her  training  at  the  Staunton 
School  in  Virginia  and  had  also  a  complete  music  course  at  Perkins 
School  for  the  Blind.    She  teaches  piano,  harmony  and  some  choral 
music  and  also  reads  and  transcribes  braille  music. 

The  handicraft  teacher  had  been  sent  to  the  Home  by  the 
New  York  State  Commission  for  the  Blind  where  she  had  taught  arts 
and  crafts  for  7  years.    She  supervises  the  shop  work  at  the  Home. 
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The  shop  teacher  received  his  training  at  the  Ycnkers 
Commercial  Shop  of  the  New  York  Sta'ce  Commission  for  the  Blind,   He 
teaches  basketry,  reed  work,  chair  caning,  brush  making  and  mop 
making. 

The  teacher  of  occupational  therapy  is  an  elementary 
school  graduate  who  received  her  training  at  the  Industrial  Shop 
in  Brooklyn.    her  special  function  is  to  teach  the  aged  blind  who 
are  too  feeble  to  work  in  the  shop.    The  aged  blind  receive  in- 
struction in  crocheting,  knitting  and  braiding  in  their  own  rooms  or 
dormitories. 

It  will  be  observed  that  although  the  variety  of  person- 
nel at  present  employed  by  the  Home  is  essential  for  the  care  of  the 
blind,  the  staff  appears  to  be  too  large  for  the  present  population 
of  the  Home.   Undoubtedly,  a  specialized  personnel  Is  needed  for 
the  care  of  the  blind.    Obviousl?/  some  members  of  the  present  staff 
could  care  for  larger  groups  of  persons,  particularly  the  night 
nurses,  orderly  and  office  staff. 

Although  the  Superintendent  of  the  Home  at  present 
supervises  the  night  work,  nevertheless,  it  appears  that  her  function; 
are  too  numerous.    It  might  be  advisable  to  add  to  the  personnel  a 
night  supervisor  who  will  assume  complete  responsibilit;/-  for  the 
household.    This  would  Include  the  supervision  of  nurses,  super- 
vision of  study  periods  of  high  school  children,  distribution  of 
supplies  and  the  supervision  of  any  health  work  that  needs  to  be 
done  In  the  evening. 

It  is  also  recommended  that  the  personnel  be  modified  to 
include  an  Assistant  Superintendent  who  would  also  assume  the  duties 
of  housekeeper  and  dietitian.    Many  of  these  functions  are  at 
present  performed  by  the  Housekeeper  and  Relief  Worker. 
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Another  consideration  is  the  addition  to  the  staff  of  a 
regularly  employed  infirmary  nurse..    At  present  this  type  of 
service  is  rendered  by  the  Relief  Nurse  except  in  cases  of  severe 
illness  when  a  special  nurse  is  summoned,, 

CHAPTER  II 
TYPES  OF  CASES  ACCEPTED 

Residence 

The  Home  accepts  cases  of  Jewish  blind  from  all  boroughs 
in  New  York  City  and  occasionally  from  other  cities.    Out  of  the 
76  Jewish  blind  in  the  Home  on  the  date  of  the  study,  29  persons 
had  resided  in  Manhattan;  19  in  the  Bronx;  25  in  Brooklyn;  4  in 
Queens  and  1  blind  person  in  Tennessee.    There  has  been  a  slight 
shift  in  the  place  of  residence  of  the  institutional  population 
since  the  time  of  admission, 
Nativity 

Nearly  50%   of  the  Jewish  blind  at  the  Home  were  born-  in 
the  United  States „    Of  the  28  blind  children,  25  were  born  in  the 
United  States  and  but  5  in  other  countries.    Of  the  48  persons 
over  16  years  of  age  only  10  were  native  born*    In  this  connection 
it  should  be  mentioned  that  there  were  only  17  persons  in  the 
adult  group  who  were  able  to  read  and  write  English,  although  15 
had  some  knowledge  of  English  in  addition  to  other  languages  such 
as  Yiddish,  Russian  or  Hebrew,,.,   There  were  16  blind  adults  who 
could  express  themselves  only  in  foreign  language s0    Tnese  facts 
are  of  importance  Inasmuch  as  the  educational  training  of  the  blind 
is  to  a  great  extent  dependent  upon  the  persons'  ability  to  read 
and  write  English. 
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Method  of  Aim is s ion 

Cases  are  referred  to  the  Homo  for  the  Jewish  Blind  by 
public  or  private  agencies,  individuals  or  through  personal 
application ,    The  Home  attempts  to  secure  commitments  through 
the  D.P.W.  of  all  children  under  16  years  of  are  referred  to  its 
care.    Of  the  28  children  under  16  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
admission  to  the  Home,  16  children  were  committed  by  the  D.P.W, 
Six  were  private-pay  cases  and  six  private-free  cases.    The  adult 
blind,  in  the  main,  receive  free  maintenance  at  the  Home.   An 
analysis  of  the  financial  arrangements  at  the  time  of  admission 
indicates  that  4  adults  had  donated  to  the  Home  amounts  ranging 
from  $200  to  $1,000  in  cash  or  in  the  form  of  insurance  policies, 
while  in  4  cases  the  Home  received  payment  ranging  from  $2.50  to 
$5  a  week. 

The  Home  receives  from  the  City  $1,75  a  day  for  all 
committed  children,    Subvention,  however,  ceases  when  the  child 
has  reached  the  age  of  16  years,  at  which  time  the  case   becomes 
a  private-free  case. 

Applications  to  the  Home  for  the  Blind  are  referred  to 
the  Social  Service  Department  of  the  New  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish 
Blind  for  social  investigation.    The  Department  investigates  the 
home  situation  and  communicates  with  all  agencies  including 
hospitals,  clinics  and  private  physicians  who  had  previous  contact 
with  the  applicants*    When  a  vacancy  at  the  Home  occurs,  the 
case  is  referred  to  the  admitting  physician  (either  at  the 
physician's  office  or  the  applicant's  home)  for  a  general  medical 
examination,  which  includes  a  vrasserman  in  all  cases  except  those 
persons  over  60  years  of  age.    Urinalysis  tests  and  X-ray  exami- 
nations are  also  administered  whenever  necessary.    Special 
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examination  is  then  administered  by  thv3  ophthalmologist  who  makes 
recommendation^  with  respect  to  treatment  and  follow-up  of  tho 
case  after  admission  to  the  Home.    The  social  histories  of  the 
applicants  are  then  submitted  by  the  Social  Service  I  partment  to 
the  Admitting  Committee  which  makes  decision  with  respect  to 
admission  of  the  applicant  to  the  Home-,    A  copy  of  all  records 
dealing  with  the  applicant -s  social  history  and  medical  findings  is 
submitted  to  the  Home  for  thu  Blind  and  also  a  notification  as  to 
the  date  of  admission  of  the  applicant, 
Inadequac;^  of  S oc ia  1  lav j s t i 3a t i on 

The  social  investigation  of  the  children  includes  are, 
nativity,  citizenship,  occupation  and  physical  condition  of 
parents.   In  cases  of  death  of  parents  the  cause  of  death  is  usual- 
ly specified.    However,  in  the  case  of  surviving  parents  few  ob- 
jective facts  are  reported  to  indicate  the  status  of  the  child's 
home.    Thus  it  is  generally  impossible  to  determine  from  the 
reports  of  the  social  investigation  whether  or  not  a  condition  of 
dependency  existed  at  the  time  of  application.    Of  the  28  children 
under  16  years  of  age  who  were  admitted  to  the  Heme  earnings  of 
surviving  parents  were  indicated  in  only  3  cases. 

Other  defects  in  social  Investigation  obtained  in 
connection  with  relatives  and  other  siblings  In  the  family «   The 
information  with  respect  to  relatives  usually  consists  of  the 
name,  age  and  address.    The  ability  of  relatives  to  care  for  the 
children  is  generally  not  indicated.    Information  with  respect  to 
the  other  siblings  in  the  family  is  usually  limit  3d  to  age  and 
schooling.    Although  the  physical  condition  is  indicated  in 
several  instances,  It  is  not  obtained  for  all  cases. 

The  Home  receives  inadequate  information  concerning  the 
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child  prior  to  admission,,    There  isi  in  general,  merger  in- 
formation concerning  the  medical  histories  of  children  other  than 
the  recent  medical  diagnosis,  cause  of  blindness  and  the  age  at 
which  the  child  became  blind j    An  analysis  of  the  medical  records 
of  the  28  children  under  16  years  of  age  indicates  that  in  only 
15  cases  was  there  any  information  at  all  concerning  the  child's 
previous  medical  history  with  the  exception  of  cause  and  age  of 
blindness.    Previous  illnesses  and  developmental  history  are 
generally  not  indicated.    Examination  of  the  child's  social 
history  also  reveals  the  fact  that  no  routine  mental  examination, 
psychiatric  examination,  or  summary  of  personality  traits  are  in- 
cluded in  the  social  investigation,,    Neither  is  information  ob- 
tained with  respect  to  the  home  conditions  of  the  child  and  their 
influences  upon  the  child's  development. 

The  social  investigations  of  the  adult  blind  are  also 
unsatisfactory.    Little  information  is  obtained  with  respect  to 
the  financial  status  of  applicants,  while  the  ability  of  relatives 
to  care  for  the  blind  is  Indicated  in  but  few  cases.   Little  in- 
formation is  obtained  with  respect  to  the  history  of  the  applicant' 
physical  condition  exclusive  of  his  eye  condition. 
Re -inve s t i ga  t i  on  of  Fan! 11 e s 

There  Is  no  evidence  from  an  analysis  of  the  institutions 
records  that  any  attempt  is  made  to  re-investigate  the  family 
situation  subsequent  to  admission.    Thus  It  is  impossible  to  de- 
termine what  proportion  of  the  institutional  population  is  in  need 
of  institutional  care  and  how  many  might  be  cared  for  in  their  own 
homes  or  in  the  homes  of  relatives. 

The  above  facts  with  respect  to  social  investigations 
indicate  that  there  is  room  for  improvement  in  this  direction,   It 


a.. 


-  116  - 

is  recommended  that  a  complete  social  investigation  be  made  by  the 
Welfare  Department  of  all  applicants  prior  to  admission  to  the 
Home.    This  investigation  should  include  all  hereditary  factors 
such  as  physical  and  mental  condition  of  parents,  occupations, 
earnings,  general  home  conditions,  ability  of  relatives  to  care 
for  the  blind  and  a  complete  medical,  mental  and  personality 
history  of  the  applicant.    In  all  such  cases  the  condition  should 
be  indicated  in  an  objective  manner;  subjective  impressions  should 
be  minimize do 

It  is  further  recommended  that  the  Welfare  Department 
follow-up  periodically  the  homes  of  parents  and  relatives  of  the 
institutional  population  to  determine  the  probability  of  discharge 
Age  on  Admission 

The  Home  accepts  all  cases  of  blindness  from  infancy  to 
old  age.    An  analysis  of  the  age  distribution  of  the  blind  at  the 
time  of  admission  Indicates  that  there  were: 

2  children( '2.6%)  -  under  1  year  of  age 
1  child    (  1,3%)  -   1  to  2,   years 

9  children (11,9$)  -  2  to  6 

6  "     (  8.0^)  -   6  to  10 
9  "     (11,8%)  -  10  to  12 

3  "     (  3.9#)  -  14  to  20 

7  cases    (  9.2%)  -  20  to  40 
12     "     (15.8%)  -  40  to  60 

7     "     (35.550  -  Over  60  years  of  age 
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The  above  age  distribution  clearly  indicates  that  the 
Home  accommodates  pre-school  children,  children  of  school  age, 
those  of  middle  age  and  the  aged  group.    In  this  connection  it 
may  be  mentioned  that  aged  blind  are  accommodated  In  homes  for  the 
aged,  such  as  the  Brooklyn  Hebrew  Home  and  Hospital  and  the  Home 
for  Aged  and  Infirm  Hebrews.    Other  homes  for  the  aged  in  New 
York  City  also  occasionally  accept    aged  blind. 
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Those  between  18  and  50  years  of  age  arn  referred  to  the 
Home  for  specialized  care  or  for  vocational  training.    In  this 
category/  are  included  those  who  need  to  be  adjusted  to  recent 
blindness,  those  suffering  from  progressive  myopia  and  in  need  of 
special  attention  to  check  the  disease  and  operative  cases,,   In 
some  cases  there  are  other  physical  complications  such  as  diabetes 
which  require  special  attention.    In  general,  applicants  between 
the  ages  of  18  and  50  are  referred  to  the  Community  Workers,  to 
the  Pencil  Office  or  are  adjusted  in  their  own  homes.    In  some 
instances  arrangements  are  made  for  2  or  3  blind  persons  to  live 
together  under  supervision  of  a  sighted  person,    Attempts  are 
made  by  the  Guild  to  secure  pensions  or  subsidy  whenever  necessary. 
Those  referred  to  the  Pencil  Office  usually  receive  from  $10  to 
$18  a  week  and  lunches.-  Persons  referred  to  the  Community  Work- 
shop are  usually  paid  on  a  piece  work  basis. 

An  analysis  of  the  medical  histories  of  the  institution- 
al population  between  the  ages  of  18  and  50  years  indicates  that 
10  Individuals  were  apparently  suffering  from  various  physical  or 
mental  conditions  that  required  special  treatment. 

The  following  four  cases,  however,  might  possibly  be 
adjusted  outside  of  the  Home,    These  are  as  follows: 

"M. S. "  -  male  -  age  46  at  time  of  admission.  Physi- 
cal diagnosis  indicated  total  blindness  of  left  eye, 
partial  blindness  of  right  eye0    Became  blind  at 
age  of  38,   Two  children  are  living  with  their 
mother.    Of  these  one  is  mentally  deficient,  the 
other  has  a  spinal  condition  and  the  third  child  Is 
considered  nervous.    Only  one  of  the  three  child- 
ren is  able  to  work. 
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'' J.H.  "  -  male  -  age  45  at  time  of  admission, 
Physical  diagnosis  indicates  total  "blindness  ac- 
companied by  systolic  murmur  with  good  compensation. 
"A.  -3. "  -  female  -  age  37  at  time  of  admission.  This 
is  a  case  of  partial  sight  of  right  eye  and  light 
perception  in  the  left  eye. 

"B. R, "  -  female  -  ago  22  at  time  of  admission.   Has 
light  perception  of  both  eyes. 
It  appears  that  the  above  blind  might  be  cared  for  by  the 
Welfare  Department  or  the  Community  Workers  Auxiliary  of  the  Now 
York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind.    None  of  these  individuals 
appears  to  be  suffering  from  any  serious  physical  disturbance  re- 
quiring special  medical  attention  such  as  the  Home  for  the  Blind 
offers.    In  these  cases  it  was,  however,  not  alv.ays  possible  to 
determine  home  conditions  and  the  ability  of  relatives  to  care 
for  the  blind e 
Types  of  Blindness 

In  general,  the  Home  accepts  all  types  of  blindness 
Including  total  blindness,  those  partially  blind,  cases  of  pro- 
gressive myopia  and  operative  cases  (cataracts  and  glaucoma). 
Persons  whoso  operations  result  in  improved  vision  are  discharged 
from  the  Home. 

The  Homo  accepts  cases  of  blindness  accompanied  by  other 
physical,  mental  and  personality  difficulties.    However,  no  bed- 
ridden patients  are  accepted. 
Health  Condition 

Of  the  76  persons  in  the  Home,  43  persons  were  totally 
blind,  at  the  time  of  admission  and  33  were  partially  blind.  The 
distribution  of  dogreo  of  blindness  by  age  was  as  follows: 
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Under  16  years  of  age  -  17  cases  total  blindn( 
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It  should  be  mentioned  in  this  connection  that  the 
degree  of  partial  blindness  was  determined  from  the  medical  diag- 
noses indicated  in  the  records  of  the  Institution.   In  general, 
partial  blindness  denoted  partial  sight,  light  perception  or 
sensory  discrimination  of  moving  objects- 
The  Cause  of  Blindness 

The  cause  of  blindness  was  Indicated  for  71  persons,   In 
the  case  of  20  persons  blindness  was  congenital;  in  4  cases  blind- 
ness was  caused  by  some  mechanical  injury;  while  the  remaining  47 
cases  of  total  or  partial  blindness  were  due  to  some  general  or 
specific  bodily  disease,  such  as  syphilis,  blood  poisoning,  tracho- 
ma,  etc. 

At  this  point  it  might  be  Interesting  to  mention  the 
various  major  physical  ailments  of  the  blind  at  the  time  of  ad- 
mission to  the  Home ,    Of   the  76  persons  who  were  In  the  Home  at 
the  time  of  the  study  there  were  27  Individuals  who  suffered  from 
major  physical  ailments.    Of  the  group  under  16  years  of  age, 
13  children  indicated  health  problems  at  the  time  of  admission. 
The  health  problems  presented  by  the  children  were  as  follows: 


Chronic  endocarditis 

Hyper pi  tul tari  sm 

Very  p  o o r  nu  t r i 1 1  on 

Orthopedic  condition 

Glandular  disturbance 

Microcephalic  condition,  ac- 
companied by  poor  nutrition, 
spastic  paraplegia  or 
spastic  movement 


1  case 

1  " 

2  " 
1  " 
1   " 
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Of  the  group  between  16  and  60  years  of  age,  9  persons  evidenced 
major  ailments.    These  comprised  1  case  of  chronic  endocarditis; 
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2  cases  of  orthopedic  condition;  2  cases  of  microcephalitis  and 
spastic  movement;  1  case  of  right  hemiplegia;  1  cast  of  paresthesia 
1  case  of  chorea  and  1  case  of  anemia. 

Only  a  small  proportion  of  the  aged  group  (over  60  years) 
evidenced  serious  health  conditions,    There  were  five  such  cases 
which  comprised  1  instance  of  heart  condition;  1  instance  of 
orthopedic  defect;  1  instance  of  chronic  otitis  media  and  ortho- 
pedic defect  and  2  cases  of  systolic  murmur  and  lung  condition,. 

The  above  facts  with  regard  to  the  health  condition  of 
the  blind  at  the  time  of  admission  to  the  Home  are  of  importance 
inasmuch  as  it  is  one  of  the  functions  of  the  home  to  accept  cases 
of  blindness  requiring  intensive  health  treatment  and  follow-up. 
Mental  Condition 

The  home  accepts  all  cases  of  mental  retardation  where 
blindness  is  the  dominant  problem  and  where  there  is  a  possibility 
of  educational  and  vocational  training*,    In  view  of  the  fact  that 
no  routine  mental  examinations  are  administered  on  applicants  prior 
to  admission  to  the  Home  it  is  not  possible  for  the  Home  to  be  able 
to  detect  the  degree  of  mental  retardation  of  the  cases  accepted* 
It  is  only  after  admission  that  a  clinical  diagnosis  of  the  person1 
mentality  is  made.    Another  factor  which  must  be  considered  In 
connection  with  the  mentality  of  the  blind  Is  that  the  mental 
diagnosis  cannot  always  foe  accurately  determined  until  several  men- 
tal tests  have  been  administered.,    Quite  possibly  the  mental  con- 
dition might  be  due  to  impairment  of  vision.,    There  is  some  in- 
dication that  after  the  blind  have  adjusted  through  special 
education  and  vocational  education  and  vocational  training,  there 
is  a  corresponding  improvement  in  the  individual's  mental  develop- 
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merit. 

Inasmuch  as  only  a  limited  number  of  the  blind  had  re- 
ceived psychometric  examinations  it  was  not  possible  to  determine 
the  general  mental  level  of  the  entire  institutional  population. 
However,  an  analysis  of  the  18  children  whose  mental  condition 
was  determined  through  clinical  methods,  revealed  the  following 
situation: 


Mental  Diagnosi 

s 

Number  of 

(I.Q. ) 

Children 

Mentally  defect 

ive 

2 

40  to  50 

3 

50  to  60 

3 

70  to  30 

1 

80  to  90 

3 

90  to  100 

2 

110  to  120 

2 

120  to  130 

2 

An  analysis  of  the  above  distribution  of  intelligence 
quotients  indicates  that  two-thirds  of  the  children  tested  ware 
of  inferior  mentality  (under  90  I.Q.)  while  only  one-third  of  the 
group  possessed  normal  or  superior  intelligence.    Of  the  latter 
there  were  four  children  of  superior  intelligence.    Further  analy- 
sis of  the  mentally  retarded  group  indicates  that  there  were  8 
children  who  were  apparently  feebleminded  (under  60  I.Q. ).   This 
group  needs  careful  study  to  determine  whether  this  condition  is 
a  permanent  one.    It  is  quite  possible  that  the  mentally  deficient 
children  are  in  need  of  permanent  custodial  care.    It  is  hardly 
likely  that  they  will  profit  sufficiently  by  the  educational  and 
vocational  training  of  the  Home  to  make  the  necessary  adjustments 
In  the  community.    It  is  therefore  recommended  that  those  child- 
ren whose  mental  deficiency  has  been  definitely  established  should 
be  transferred  to  an  institution  for  mental  defectives. 
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Behavior  Problems 

Applicants  who  exhibit  personality  difficulties  are 
accepted  by  the  Home  provided  they  are  types  of  cases  that  can  be 
readily  absorbed  in  the  Institution,    Problems  accepted  include 
cases  of  temper  tantrums „  truancy,  stealings  enuresis  and  sex 
problems.    Of  the  20  children  under  16  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  admission  to  the  Home,  4  children  were  behavior  problems. 
These  comprised  2  cases  of  sexual  maladjustment  (one  also  exhibited 
anti-social  reactions),  1  case  of  temper  tantrums  and  destructive- 
ness  and  1  case  of  stealing*    The  last  had  been  arraigned  at 
court  for  stealing  and  truancy  and  other  anti-social  traits  prior 
to  admission.    Of  these  4  behavior  problems  3  had  completely  ad- 
justed at  the  Home  and  one  had  shown  marked  improvement  but  still 
required  special  attention.    Serious  cases  of  maladjustment  are 
discharged  from  the  Institution*    Of  the  32  children  discharged 
from  the  Home  since  1921,  3  children  were  discharged  because  of  be- 
havior difficulties  which  comprised  general  lack  of  adjustment. 
These  children,  ranging  in  age  from  12  to  15  years,  comprised  1 
sex  problem  and  2  cases  of  general  maladjustment. 
Family  Situation 

The  Home  accepts  orphans,  half  orphans,  children  whose 
mothers  are  employed  and  cases  where  both  parents  art;  living, 
The  Home  does  not  hesitate  to  admit  children  where  there  Is 
financial  difficulty  in  the  home.    Types  of  children  accepted 
whose  mothers  are  apparently  competent  to  c?re  for  them  include 
those  in  need  of  educational  opportunities  and  children  requiring 
special  medical  attention.    In  brief,  it  is  the  policy  of  the 
Home  to  accept  all  blind  children  whose  homes  cannot  provide 
the  necessary  educational  and  vocational  training * 


Inasmuch  as  the  children's  records  in  the  Hume  did  not 
indicate  specifically  the  home  situation  at  the  time  of  admission 
it  was  not  possible  to  determine  the  type  of  care  the  child  had 
received  in  his  own  heme  or  whether  the  parents  were  competent 
to  give  the  child  the  necessary  attention.    However,  it  was 
possible  to  gain  from  the  records  some  insigat  into  the  physical, 
mental  and  occupational  status  of  the  parents  of  the  children  at 
the  time  of  admission,,    Of  the  28  children  admitted  to  the  Home 
there  were  5  children  whose  mothers  were  dead  and  23  children  with 
both  surviving  parent s0    Of  the  latter  group  there  were  19  -child- 
ren whose  mothers  were  apparently  physically,  mentally  and  morally 
competent.    In  4  cases  the  mother  was  suffering  from  physical 
defects  which  evidently  rendered  her  incompetent  to  care  adequately 
for  the  child.    These  physical  defects  comprised  arthritis,  de- 
fective vision  and  general  debility.-,    There  were  9  homes  which 
might  be  considered  broken  homes  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
mother  was  either  dead  or  physically  Incompetent  to  render  the 
child  adequate  care.    In  the  remaining  19  homes  there  is  no  in- 
dication of  incompetency  of  the  mothers 

The  above  facts  with  respect  to  the  parental  condition 
of  the  children  indicate  quite  clearly  that  the  Home  does  not 
accept  blind  children  primarily  from  broken  hemes e   An  analysis 
of  the  physical  and  mental  condition  of  the  children  coming  from 
homes  of  competent  mothers  revealed  the  fact  that  the  majority  of 
children  were  suffering  from  physical  and  mental  defects  in 
addition  to  their  blindness  and.  in  8  cases  the  condition  appeared 
to  be  that  of  blindness  only.    The  physical  and  mental  conditions 
requiring  specialized  care  comprised  cases  of  chorea,  poor 
nutrition,  mental  deficiency,  orthopedic  condition,  spastic  para- 
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plegia  and  microcephaluso    There  were  also  2  cases  of  progressive 
myoeia  and  other  complicating;  physical  defects  „ 

CHAPTER  III 
TRE  ANIENT 

health  Condition 

Upon  admission  to  the  home  a  thorough  physical  exami- 
nation, including  a  dental  examination  and  height  and  weight 
measurements  is  administered  on  the  blind,,    This  examination  also 
includes  special  tests  such  as  the  Schick  Test,  vaccination  (if 
not  recently  vaccinated)  and  a  blood  count  in  case  of  suspicious 
anemia.    A   Wasserman  is  also  taken  of  all  those  under  60  years  of 
age  (if  not  previously  administered). 

Upon  admission,  children  are  quarantined  for  a  period  of 
3  weeks  in  the  quarantine  reception  room,    During  this  period  of 
observation  the  child's  physical  condition  is  followed  up  weekly. 
Infants  are  examined  by  the  pediatrician  who  prescribes  diet 
formulas «    The  physical  condition  of  the  blind  is  followed  up 
periodically.    Annual  physical  examinations  are  administered  on 
all  children  and  more  frequently  when  necessary.    Infants  are 
weighed  monthly  and  more  often  in  special  cases.    No  annual 
physical  examinations  are  administered  on  adults*    However,  In  all 
cases  of  physical  illness  these  individuals  receive  prompt  attention 
end  periodic  follow-up. 

Although  the  Home  for  the  Blind  utilizes  outside  health 
facilities  extensively  for  the  .treatment  of  health  conditions, 
provisions  are  made  for  the  treatment  of  some  health  problems  In 
the  Institution.    These  Include  minor  surgical  cases,  malnutrition 
anemia,  diabetes,  certain  cardiac  cases,  rheumatism,  orthopedic 
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conditions,  arteriosclerosis  and  seme  acute  illnesses..    Outside 
facilities  are  utilized  for  the  treatment  of  venereal  disease, 
surgical  cases,  certain  orthopedic  and  cardiac  conditions  and  all 
contagious  and  infectious  diseases..    The  hospitals  most  frequent- 
ly utilized  are  as  follows: 

Hospitals  in  Yonkers 

Yonkers  Hospital  for  Contagious  Diseases 
Yonkers  Venereal  Clinic 
Yonkers  Cardiac  Clinic 
Str  Joseph's  Hospital 
St.  John's  Hospital 

Hospitals  in  New  York 

Sydenham  Hospital 

Mt.  Sinai  Hospital 

Neurological  Institute 

Beth  Israel  Hospital 

V  a  no.  e  r  b  1 1 1  E  o  s  p  i  t  a  1 

Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital 

Knapp  Memorial  Hospital 

F  o 1 y clinic  F  0  s pi t a 1 

Fordham  Hospital 

As  has  been  previously  indicated,  the  medical  staff  of 
the  Home  consists  of  1  admitting  physician,  1  attending  physician 
who  visits  the  Home  nearly  every  day  and  Is  available  at  all  times, 
2   consultant  ophthalmologist s,  1  consultant  podiatrist.  1  chiro- 
podist (for  outside  treatment)  and  1  dentist  (for  outside  treat- 
ment).   Diagnoses  and  treatment  of  the  blind  are  administered 
periodically  by  the  ophthalmologist,,    Operations  of  the  eye    and 
enucleations  are  performed  whenever  necessary*    Those  suffering 
from  cardiac  conditions  receive  frequent  follow-up  by  the  physi- 
cian and  the  recommendations  of  the  latter  with  respect  to  medi- 
cation, diet,  exercise  and  rest  are  carefully  carried  out  by  the 
Home.    Some  of  the  cardiac  cases  receive  hospital  or  clinical 
treatment,    For  this  purpose  the  hospitals  utilized  are  St  a  John's 
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Hospital,  Vanderbilt  Clinic  and  Mt.  Sinai  Clinic,  depending  upon 
where  the  patient  had  been  treated  prior  to  admission  to  the  Home 
Orthopedic  cases  are  referred  to  the  Fordham  Hospital  for  special 
appliances  and  treatment  while  other  cases  are  treated  at  the 
Home,    The  chiropodist  examines  the  blind  at  the  time  of  admissio; 
and  subsequently  the  blind  are  referred  to  his  office  for  treat- 
ment at  weekly  intervals.    Cases  of  malnutrition  and  anemia  re- 
ceive special  treatment  such  as  special  diet,  sun  baths,  etc.   The 
form  of  treatment  is  specifically  outlined  b;;  the  attending 
physician.    Cases  of  diabetes  receive  special  diet  and  frequent 
urinalysis  tests  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Health. 
Those  suffering  from  venereal  disease  are  periodically  followed 
up  at  the  Yonkers  Clinic  for  V3iioroal  Diseases.   Those  suffering 
from  arteriosclerosis  receive  careful  supervision  with  respect 
to  diet  and  exercise  and  frequent  tests  of  blood  pressure. 

In  general,  the  health  work  of  the  Home  Is  highly 
commendable.    The  Home  Is  well  adapted  not  only  for  the  treat- 
ment of  blindness  but  also  for  Intensive  work  with  complicating 
health  conditions.    It  Is  recommended,  however „  that  general 
health  examinations  be  administered  on  children  more  frequently. 
It  is  the  practice  of  standard  child  care  organizations  to  ad- 
minister semi-annual  physical  examinations  on  all  children. 
Mental  Examinations 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Home  to  administer  routine 
psychometric  examinations  on  children.    The  child's  mentality  Is 
followed  up  annually  for  the  purpose  of  correlating  variations  in 
degree  of  blindness  with  mental  status  and  the  effect  of  the  type 
of  training  received  in  the  Home  on  the  child's  mental  growths 
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For  this  purpose  the  Home  had  employed  the  part  time  services  of  ;; 
psychologist  from  the  New  York  Hebrew  Orphan  Asylum  who,  however, 
went  abroad  in  1928,    In  addition  the  blind  children  are  tested 
periodically  by  the  Department  of  Classes  for  the  Blind  of  the 
New  York  Board  of  Educations    Children  who  are  seriously  retarded 
are  referred  for  observation  to  outside  clinics*    Since  1928  the 
Home  for  the  Blind  has  not  administered  psychological  tests  on 
children  already  in  the  Home  or  on  newly  admitted  cases.   The 
Home  is  conscious  of  the  need  for  continuing  psychological  work 
on  the  children  but  thus  far  has  not  been  able  to  secure  the 
services  of  a  psychologists    The  value  of  periodic  mental  exami- 
nations on  the  blind  cannot  be  over-emphasized.    The  Home  has  a 
fine  opportunity  to  contribute  valuable  information  with  respect  t 
the  mental  growth  of  blind  children  and  the  effect  of  vocational 
and  educational  training  on  the  child's  mental  adjustment.   Such 
data  would  prove  significant  and  reliable  only  after  a  period  of 
years  of  psychological  experimentation. 
Behavior  Problems 

As  has  been  indicated  there  were  four  children  who  had 
presented  sex  problems,  temper  tantrums  and  other  forms  of  be- 
havior deviations  at  the  time  of  admission.-,    The  adjustment  of 
this  group  in  the  Institution  lias  been  marked,    The  Home  makes 
a  special  effort  to  eradicate  behavior  difficulties  through  direct- 
ed play  activity  prescribed  exercise,  occupational  therapy  and 
segregation  In  exceptional  cases.    Particular  stress  is  placed 
upon  sex  hygiene  as  a  means  of  eradicating  sex  problems.   In  some 
cases  It  is  found  that  the  eradication  of  the  physical  defect  will 
result  in  the  stabilization  of  the  child's  personality.   Serious 
cases  of  behavior  aberrations  are  referred  to  Dr.  Wile's  clinic 
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at  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital  for  diagnosis  and  treatment o 

Children  whose  behavior  manifestations  are  a  menace  to 
the  other  children  in  the  Institution  are  discharged  to   their 
own  homes  or  referred  to  other  agencies,,    The  Institution  will 
provide  a  teacher  in  the  child's  own  heme  for  the  purpose  of 
rendering  vocational  training.    Discharged  children  who  are 
seriously  retarded  mentally  are  taught  handicraft  while  those  who 
have  sufficient  mentality  to  attend  the  public  schools  are  assiste 
with  their  home  work  after  school  hours.    This  sort  of  training 
is  continued  for  approximately  6  months  and  if  the  child  fails 
to  adjust  the  case  is  referred  to  the  Social  Service  Department 
for  final  disposition.,    This  form  of  training  is  illustrated 
in  the  case  of  "B,.R\".    This  boy,  aged  12,  was  discharged  from 
the  Home  on  6-18-22  because  his  personality  difficulties  proved 
to  be  a  menace  to  the  other  children  in  the  Institution,   The 
Institution  sent  a  teacher  to  the  child's  home  for  a  few  months 
so  that  the  boy  could  continue  with  his  vocational  trainings 
However,  after  a  few  months  of  such  training  he  was  found  to  be 
uneducable. 

CHAPTER  IV 
EDUCATIONAL  AND  VOCATIONAL  THAI  ill  HG 
Educational  Statu s  of  Chi Idren 

A  consideration  of  the  educational  status  of  the  blind 
children  at  the  Home  must  take  into  account  the  physical  handi- 
caps which  tend  to  retard  their  school  progress.,    As  has  been 
Indicated,  this  group  not  only  presented  a  variety  of  physical 
defects  but  was  also,  in  the  main,  mentally  retarded.    It  will 
be  remembered  that  of  the  18  children  for  whom  mental  diagnoses 
were  Indicated,  two-thirds  were  mentally  retarded,  the  degree  of 
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retardation  ranging  from  definite  feeblemindedness  to  dull  normal 
mentality.    It  is  not  expected,  therefore,  that  such  children 
would  make  normal  school  progress „ 

Of  the  28  children  in  the  Home  at  the  time  of  the  study, 
4  children  were  below  kindergarten  age,  9  children  were  attending 
kindergarten  in  the  Home,  3  children  were  attending  sight  con- 
servation classes  in  the  elementary  schools,  9  children  were  attend 
ing  classes  for  the  "blind  in  the  elementary  schools  and  3  children 
were  attending  high  school.    A  comparison  of  the  educational 
status  of  the  "blind  children  in  the  Home  with  that  of  the  average 
progress  of  sighted  children  in  the  public  schools  of  New  York 
City  indicates  that  despite  their  physical  handicaps  3  children 
had  made  normal  school  progress  and  1  child  was  1  'fear  accelerated 
in  his  school  work*    There  were,  however,  11  children  who  were 
educationally  retarded  from  1  to  5  years.    Of  this  group  2  child- 
ren were  1  year  retarded;  3  children  were  2  years  retarded;  4 
children  were  3  years  retarded;  1  child  was  4  years  retarded;  and 
1  child  was  5  years  retarded,, 

A  comparison  of  the  educational  progress  of  the  children 
with  their  mental  ability  as  expressed  in  terms  of  intelligence 
quotients  indicates  that  despite  blindness  and  other  physical 
handicaps  their  educational  achievement  was  in  conformity  with 
their  mental  ability,,    In  brief,  the  proportion  of  children  who 
were  educationally  retarded  was  similar  to  the  proportion  of 
children  who  were  found  to  be  mentally  retarded. 
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Training  of  Ire -School  and  ken tally  Ru tardu d  Children 

rre-school  children  and  those  who  are  seriously  mentally 
retarded  attend  the  kindergarten  conducted  by  the  Home  for  the 
Blinds    These  children  are  under  the  supervision  of  a  trained 
kindergartner  and  piano  teacher  <>    The  kindergarten  room  is  well 
supplied  with  form  boards,  peg  boards,  bead  strings,  to;y-s,  simple 
braille  primers,  arithmetic  slates,,  etc.    The  children  are  taught 
simple  handicraft  and  are  given  musical  instruction  (piano  and  sin 
singing  lessons) 0        The  material  and  method  of  training  aro  in 
accordance  with  the  standards  set  forth  by  the  New  York  Commission 
for  the  Blind,    An  important  feature  in  the  kindergarten  work  is 
the  development  of  thu  play  instinct  which  is  constantly  in  need 
of  stimulation  in  blind  children.    These  directed  play  activities 
are  hold  in  the  kindergarten  room  in  inclement  weather  and  out-of- 
doors  in  favorable  weather * 

Inasmuch  as  the  children  usually  enter  elementary  school 
at  the  age  of  8  years  an  attempt  is  made  by  the  Home  to  provide 
academic  instruction  equivalent  to  the  first  year  In  the  elementary 
school*,    This  instruction  Includes  braille  reading  and  writing, 
the  use  of  arithmetic  slates  and  stud;/-  of  simple  geography  through 
specially  prepared  maps. 

Children  who  are  retained  in  the  Home  until  the  age  of 
8  are  found  to  be  much  more  easily  adjusted  to  the  school  curricu- 
lum.   Little  time  is  lost  through  this  procedure,  inasmuch  as 
children  are  usually  placed  in  the  second  grade  elementary  school 
after  having  completed  the  first  grade  In  the  Home.    All  children 
between  the  ages  of  6  and  8  are  taught  handicraft  and  simple 
household  duties.    From  15  minutes  to  an  hour  is  devoted  each  day 
to  such  handicraft  work  as  weaving,  crocheting,  knitting,  etc. 
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The  regular  scliool  Instruction  is  individual! 2 ad,  while  the  handi- 
craft work  is  given  in  groups-    In  common  with  all  children,  the 
pre -school  group  receives  dancing  lessons,,  physical  training  and 
instruction  in  swimming  during  the  summer  months  0    There  were  6 
mentally  retarded  children,  ranging  in  age  from  3  to  16  years  who 
were  receiving  instruction  in  the  kindergarten  of  the  Home,.   Of 
this  group  5  children  were  over  6  years  of  agea 

The  mentally  retarded  children  of  school  age  receive  the 
same  type  of  instruction  as  the  pre-schoci  group  except  that  great- 
er emphasis  is  placed  en  vocational  training.    Those  children  who 
are  definitely  mentally  deficient  remain  in  the  Home  permanently e 
The  elementary  school  curriculum  is  followed  in  accordance  with  the 
child's  mentality,    The  periods  of  instruction  are  sufficiently 
distributed  to  prevent  distraction  and  restlessness  on  the  part  of 
the  children.    Although  this  mentally  retarded  group  has  responded 
to  some  extent  to  the  vocational  training  of  the  Home,  the  in- 
dications are  that  they  will  not  be  sufficiently  prepared  for 
vocational  adjustment  in  the  community.    At  the  time  of  the  study 
there  were  2  individuals;  aged  19  and  29,  who  were  not  discharged 
to  the  community  because  their  low  mentality  was  not  conducive  to 
vocational  progress:,    They  will  most  probably  remain  in  the  Home 
permanently.    It  should  be  stressed  again  at  this  point  that  those 
persons  who,  in  the  experience  of  the  Home,  are  found  to  be  mental- 
ly deficient  and  uneducable  should  be  transferred  to  a  public  in- 
stitution for  mental  defectives.    Although  the  Home  had  adequate 
facilities  for  the  training  and  supervision  of  mentally  retarded 
children,  the  vocational  adjustment  In  the  community  of  the  un- 
educable group  is  highly  questionable. 
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Training  of  School  Children 

As  has  been  Indicated,  those  children  who  are  totally 
blind  usually  remain  at  home  until  the  age  of  8  years,  where  they 
follow  the  regular  school  curriculum.,    Some  of  these  children 
upon  entrance  in  the  regular  school  classes  are  placed  in  the  first 
second  or  third  grades,  depending  upon  the  amount  of  progress  they 
had  made  at  the  Home.    The  Board  of  Education  provides  a  special 
teacher  for  classes  for  the  blind.    The  children  are  assisted  in 
their  school  work  by  the  kindergarten  teacher  and  special  temporary 
tutor  at  the  Home.    Instruction  In  typewriting  is  also  rendered  by 
the  teacher  of  occupational  therapy.    The  partially  sighted  child- 
ren, such  as  those  suffering  from  progressive  myopia,  attend  sight 
conservation  classes  in  the  regular  elementary  schools,    These 
children  usually  enter  school  at  the  age  of  6  or  7  years,  depending 
upon  their  mentality-.    They  are  not  given  any  homo  work  but 
special  tutoring  is  given  orally  whenever  necessary.    Similar  to 
the  totally  blind  group,  these  children  are  taught  typewriting  in 
the  Home  2   hours  a  week.    Children  who  evidence  superior  mentality 
receive  higher  academic  education,    Of  the  three  children  who  were 
attending  high,  school  at  the  time  of  the  study,  2    children  had 
superior  mentality  and  one  was  very  superior  mentally.    Recently 
the  Home  had  as  many  as  eight  high  school  children  .    The  school 
supplies  a  special  room  for  tutoring  during  the  study  periods. 
This  is  accomplished  by  older  students  paid  by  the  Home.   There  is 
also  a  tutorial  squad  in  the  school  which  renders  volunteer  service, 
In  addition  the  children  receive  the  necessary  tutoring  in  the  Home 
and  are  instructed  In  typewriting.    The  regular  school  work  of  all 
the  children  is  transcribed  into  braille  by  staff  members  of  the 
Home  and  by  volunteer  workers.    The  Yonkors  section  of  the  Council 
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of  Jewish  Women  also  assists  the  Home  in  transcribing  some  text 

books  into  braille. 

The  children  travel  to  school  in  a  bus  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  chauffeur  of  the  Home*    They  take  their  lunches 
with  them  and  receive  soup  and  other  hot  drinks  at  school.    The 
children  receive  at  least  one  hour  of  exercise  and  recreation  after 
school  hours,  and  almost  all  children  have  the  opportunity  for 
musical  instruction,, 

At  the  time  of  the  study  no  children  residing  in  the  Home 
were  attending  college.    In  its  history,  however,  the  Home  has 
sent  6  children  to  colleges  for  higher  education.    Of  this  number 
1  attended  Cornell  University.,  1  attended  Columbia  University  (he 
is  still  at  Columbia),  3  boys  attended  the  College  of  the  City  of 
New  York  and  1  girl  attended  Hunter  College.    The  State  of  New 
York  pays  $300  annually"  for  a  Reader  to  any  student  attending  an 
accredited  college. 
Educational  Facilities  in  the  Home 

The  Home  has  adequate  educational  facilities  for  the 
training  of  those  taught  at  home  and  for  assisting  the  school 
children  in  their  studies -,    The  library  in  the  Home  contains  100 
braille  books,  comprising  works  of  fiction,  classics,  and  general 
school  books.   This  number  does  not  include  books  which  are  kept  in 
school  by  the  children.    In  addition  there  are  100  selections  of 
music  which  have  been  transcribed  into  braille*    The  Home  also 
receives  books  in  braille  weekly  from  the  Main  Library,  from  the 
State  and  from  Washington.   The  Home  has  many  typewriters  which  are 
used  for  work  in  braille  and  regular  typing.    Braille  slates  and 
arithmetic  slates  are  additional  devices  employed  for  the  education- 
al training  of  the  blind. 
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The  Home  has  discarded  the  former  braille  and  New  York 
Point  Type*    At  present  the  Home  employs  the  revised  braille  for 
the  young  blind  and  for  the  better  educated  and  adjusted  older 
groups.    The  Moon  type  is  still  used  for  the  older  and  unadjusted 
individuals  who  were  able  to  read  and  write  English  to  some  extent, 
This  type  of  instruction  is  necessary  for  the  latter  group  because 
of  their  difficulty  in  learning  braille.,    The  aged  uneducated 
blind  are  not  neglected  -  appropriate  literature,  newspapers  and 
other  material  are  read  to  them  frequently a 
Vocational  Training 

All  children  of  school  age  receive  vocational  training 
for  2  hours  a  week,  consisting  of  2   hourly  sessions.    This  train- 
ing consists  of  the  finer  type  of  weaving,  mop  making,  brush  making 
and  chair  caning.    Weaving  is  particularly  stressed  in  the 
vocational  program  of  the  Home ,    In  addition,  all  children  have 
the  opportunity  for  musical  Instruction  which  consists  of  singing 
lessons  and  instruction  in  the  piano  and  violin,    Talented  pupils 
are  sent  to  the  conservatory  for  special  musical  instruction. 

The  blind,  ranging  in  age  from  IS  to  50  years,,  receive 
Intensive  vocational  training-    As  previously  mentioned,  these 
persons  were  admitted  to  the  Home  for  various  reasons: 

A,  They  generally  had  no  relatives  who  could 

properly  care  for  them* 

B,  They  were  in  need  of  special  treatment 

( br &  i n  tumo  r ,  pr o  gr e  s  s I ve  gl auc  oma ) 0 
Co   Those  who  became  blind  recently  and  who  had 
not  yet  adjusted* 

D.  The  diabetic  type* 

E.  The  cardiac  type,  etc^ 

These  individuals  receive  Instruction  in  weaving,  mop 
making,  brush  making,  and  chair  caning.    The  weaving  is  particular- 
ly varied  and  includes  such  articles  as  rugs,  bath  mats,  towels, 
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luncheon  sets,  drapery  material^  purses  and  cushion  tops. 

The  Commission  for  the  Blind  inspects  the  material  and 
methods  employed  by  the  home  regularly  and  furnishes  the  Home  with 
various  designs  and  specifications  in  the  construction  of  rugs, 
towels,  etc    The  designer  employed  by  the  Commission  visits  the 
Home  periodically  and  the  various  articles  produced  by  the  Home 
are  carefully  considered  with  a  view  toward  introducting  new 
variations  in  the  saleable  products*    The  blind  who  are  able  to 
work  from  4  to  6  hours  daily  and  produce  saleable  articles  receive 
sums  ranging  from  $3,50  to  $12  a  month  in  addition  to  full  main- 
tenance.   Those  who  are  unable  to  devote  much  time  to  shop  work  or 
who  cannot  work  rapidly  receive  a  small  bonus  each  year.    It  is 
the  policy  of  the  Home  to  permit  the  blind  person  to  keep  the  first 
article  he  produces  as  a  means  of  encouragement  and  expression  of 
sentiment.   Many  of  the  products  are  sold  to  the  New  York  State 
Commission  for  the  Blind,    There  is  an  agreement  between  the  Home 
and  the  Commission  whereby  the  latter  furnishes  the  Home  with  the 
raw  materials  and  pays  for  all  articles  sold  to  them.    The  various 
products  of  the  Home  are  sold  through  the  Temple  Sisterhoods, 
National  Council  of  Jewish  Women  and  other  agencies.    Certain 
stores  also  provide  a  special  booth  or  counter  for  the  sale  of 
articles  produced  by  the  Home. 
Occupational  Therapy 

The  Home  has  developed  an  intensive  program  of  occupation- 
al therapy  for  the  aged  blind.    The  training  consists  of  weaving 
simple  pattern  rugs  and  cocoa  mats  and  various  miscellaneous 
activities  such  as  construction  of  rope  door  mats,  mops,  floor 
brushes,  hand-scrubs,  basket  weaving,  drapery  material,  knitting, 
crocheting,  machine  stitching  and  some  hand  sewing.    All  the  above 
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are  done  by  men  and  women  with  the  exception  of  knitting,  sewing, 
crocheting  and  bed  making,  which  are  limited  to  the  latter. 
Additional  activities  include  dish  washing  and  other  simple  house- 
hold duties* 

The  ae;ed  blind  who  are  unable  to  attend  the  work  shops 
are  taught  crocheting,  knitting  and  braiding  in  their  own  rooms  or 
dormitories.    This  instruction  is  given  by  the  teacher  of  occupa- 
tional therapy. 
Experiment al  Work sh o p 

The  Home  Iras  done  some  experimental  work  in  connection 
v/ith  vocational  training  of  the  blind,    The  purpose  of  this  ex- 
periment was  to  determine  the  necessary  period  of  training  for  any 
given  task,  proficiency  attained  and  the  cost  of  instruction*   The 
Home  has  already  experimented  with  3  individuals  who  were  taught  to 
make  luncheon  sets  (hand  woven)  guest  towels,  cushion  tops,  etc. 
The  supervisor  of  the  Home,  together  with  the  designer  of  the  State 
Commission  for  the  Blind  attempted  to  estimate  the  cost  of  training 
and  extent  of  progress „    The  New  York  State  Commission  for  the 
Blind  is  anticipating  the  establishment  of  an  experimental  workshop 
•as  soon  as  the  new  buildings  of  the  Home  for  the  Blind  are  erected. 
This  experiment  will  consist  of  the  construction  of  new  designs  and 
varied  work  for  the  blind.    Detailed  records  will  be  kept  of  the 
amount  of  work  done  by  the  blind,  length  of  time  needed  to  complete 
a  given  task  and  the  expenditure  Involve da    It  is  the  plan  of  the 
Commission  to  supply  the  raw  material  and  to  contribute  financially 
to  all  overhead  expenditures,  such  as  heat,  light,  etc.    The  voca- 
tional training  will  include  weaving,  brush  making,  mop  making, 
basketry,  the  construction  of  draperies,  cushion  tops,  woodwork, 
toys,  peg  boards,  etc*    It  is  the  hope  of  the  Commission  for  the 
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Blind  that  such  experiment  will  result  in  the  standardization  of 
materials,  costs,  proficiency  attained  and  duration  and  extent  of 
vocational  training, 
Sources  of  Income 

The  Home  for  the  Blind  derives  its  income  from  member- 
ship dues,  voluntary  contributions,  pencil  campaigns,  bequests  and 
funds  received  from  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare  for  committed 
children.    No  funds  are  solicited  except  through  the  Pencil  Office, 
The  pencils  are  sent  to  business  and  professional  people  only. 
It  is  the  policy  of  the  Pencil  Office  not  to  send  pencils  to  In- 
dividuals who  have  previously  returned  the  pencils..    The  Guild  has 
no  paid  agents  for  soliciting  and  does  not  engage  in  house-to-house 
canvassing, 
Recreational  and  Cultural  Activities 

The  recreational  and  cultural  activities  of  the  Home  are 
numerous  and  varied.    The  physical  and  recreational  activities 
include  swimming  lessons,  beach  parties,  hikes  and  boat  trips. 
The  blind  are  taken  frequently  to  lectures,  concerts,  synagogues, 
temples  and  theatres „        The  Home  at  present  is  equipped  with  radios 
which  afford  a  great  deal  of  recreational  and  cultural  opportunities 
for  the  blind.    Lectures  and  concerts  are  also  conducted  in  the 
Home  by  noted  rabbis,  physicians  and  statesmen.    The  Home  has 
secured  the  cooperation  of  the  Jewish  Theatrical  Guild  which  sends 
various  artists  three  times  a  year  to  entertain  the  blind.   The 
Home  has  further  extended  Its  vocational,  educational  and  cultural 
program  through  the  organization  of  a  musical  band  which  may  develop 
into  a  project  similar  to  the  orchestra  of  the  Community  House. 
The  instruments  provided  by  the  Home  include  one  large  drum  and 
traps,  one  snare  drum,  two  alto  saxaphonos,  one  regular  saxaphone, 
A  ■  r      ■  -.  .  .  . 
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one  banjo  and.  one  trumpet.    In  addition  to  tho  above  musical 
instruments  the  Home  is  also  equipped  with  four  pianos,  one  violin 
and  eight  electric  radios  a    It  is  felt  by  the  Home  that  the 
organization  of  such  a  band  would  not  only  be  valuable  from  an 
educational  and  recreational  standpoint  but  would  also  afford  the 
blind  vocational  opportunities  after  discharge  and  would  tend  to 
introduce  a  spirit  of  cooperation  among  the  blind  when  they  are 
discharged  to  the  community. 
Children's  Council 

A  recent ,  important  activity  of  the  Home  is  the  organ- 
ization of  a  Service  and  Welfare  Club,,  the  membership  of  which  in- 
cludes all  children  six  years  of  age  and  over«    The  purpose  of 
this  club  is  to  instill  in  the  vouns  blind  a  feeling  of  responsibil- 
ity  and  loyalty  to  the  group  which  can  best  be  expressed  in  self- 
government,    The  Service  and  Welfare  Club  has  a  president,  secre- 
tary and  treasurer o    It  has  also  developed  a  tutorial  squad,  the 
object  of  which  is  to  have  the  older  children  tutor  the  younger 
group.    All  recreational  programs  are  planned  by  the  children  and 
are  submitted  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Home  for  approval.   The 
Club  has  outlined  a  routine  daily  program  for  its  members.,   The;/ 
engage  in  calisthenics  every  morning  for  20  minutes  before  going 
to  school J    They  assemble  In  line  formation  during  the  callsthenic 
period,  each  being  supervised  by  one  aide  to  the  presidents   After 
school  hours  one  half  of  the  group  dees  Its  home  work  while  the 
other  half  engages  In  recreational  activities,    The  musical  in- 
struction is  also  organized  to  prevent  conflicts 0         Reading  and 
musical  activities  are  prescribed  during  the  period  when  the  staff 
members  are  at  dinner  which  prevents  any  possible  disruption  in 
the  routine.    The  Club  has  its  own  bank  account  and  all  deposits 
are  kept  in  braille.    The  Service  and  Welfare  Club  has  a  social 


evening  once  a  week  and  club  dues  ape  used  for  various  amusements. 
The  meetings  are  conducted  in  a  parliamentary  manner,  the  minutes 
being  kept  in  braille.    Picnics,  hikes  and  other  recreational 
activities  have  been  carefully  organized,,    The  Club  has  also 
appointed  its  own  monitor  to  supervise  bed  making,  floor  sweeping 
and  other  simple  household  activities o    A  system  of  reward  and 
punishment  has  also  been  devised,  such  as  elimination  of  members 
from  special  recreational  activities,  etcc 
Religious  Activities 

The  children  receive  religious  instruction  every  Sunday 
at  the  Yonkers  Temple  Emanu-El,  and  the   boys  are  prepared  for  Bar 
Mitzvah  by  a  visiting  rabbi-.    The  children  end  younger  adult 
groups  occasionally  attend  synagogue  and  temple,    The  visiting 
rabbi  spends  week  ends  at  the  Heme  and  is  also  present  at  all 
holidays.,    In  addition  to  preparing  the  boys  for  Bar  Mitzvah  he 
conducts  all  services  and  acts  as  chaplain.    The  Home  makes  an 
effort  to  secure  rabbis  from  various  synagogues  for  the  purpose 
of  delivering  religious  talks  to  the  blinds   The  Home  maintains  a 
kosher  kitchen  and  all  Jewish  dietary  laws  are  observed. 

CHAPTER  V 
DISCHARGE  AND  AFTER -CARE 


The  following  discussion  relating  to  the  discharge  and 
follow-up  of  the  blind,  takes  into  consideration  the  fact  that  the 
Home  for  the  Blind  In  all  Its  ramifications  has  been  in  existence 
for  a  relatively  short  period  of  time-    Comparatively  few  children 
have  been  discharged  from  the  Heme  since  its  Inception  in  1919.   It 
will  also  bo  remembered  that  the  Home  for  Blind  Women  was  opened 
in  1921,  while  facilities  for  the  care  and  training  of  blind  men  - 


-  140  - 

were  Introduced  in  1924  o    As  will  be  indicated  subsequently, 

several  of  the  discharged  group  have  made  gocd  adjustments  In  the 

community,   However,  at  this  stage  cf  the  history  of  the  Home, 

generalizations  cannot  be  made  In  this  respect  with  any  degree  of 

accuracy*, 

Age  Limit  of  Discha r ge 

The  Home  attempts  to  discharge  children  at  the  age  of 
18  years  unless  further  academic  or  vocational  training  is  necessary 
for  adjustment  In  the  community*    Normal  children  who  are  attend- 
ing high  school  are  retained  for  a  longer  period  of  time  until  they 
have  completed  their  high  school  education*   An  attempt  Is  made  to 
discharge  all  those  between  18  and  50  years  of  age  as  soon  as  they 
appear  to  be  vocationally  adjusted,    The  aged  blind  receive  con- 
tinuous care  and.  are  only  occasionally  discharged  to  relatives ; 

Of  the  84  persons  discharged  from  the  Home  since  its 
inception,  26  children  (31«7%)  were  under  18  years  of  age;  15 
persons  (18.3%)  ranged  in  age  from  18  to  50  years;  6  persons  (7,3%) 
were  between  50  and  60  years  and  55  persons  (42,7%)  were  over  60 
years  of  age0    In  2  cases  the  age  at  the  time  of  discharge  was  not 
indic?tedo    It  should  be  noted  that  deaths  ware  included  in  the 
total  number  of  discharges- 
Study  of  the  Blind  Prior  to  Discharge 

Physical  examinations,:  including  special  eye  examinations, 
are  administered  on  the  blind  prior  to  discharge.   Until  2  years 
ago,  mental  tests  were  also  given  prior  to  discharge,  unless  a 
recent  diagnosis  was  available.    Whenever  necessary,  or  requested, 
the  Home  submits  summaries  of  the  child's  social  history,  medical 
history  and  educational  and  vocational  progress  to  the  various 
agencies,  such  as  the  Community  Workers,  Vacation  Camp  and  the 
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Pencil  Office  of  the  Hew  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind,    The 
Home  notifies  the  Welfare  Department  of  the  Guild  and  the  Stat  3 
Department  of  Social  Welfare  of  discharges,  indicating  to  whom  the 
"blind  are  discharged  and  reason  for  discharge,   The  Home  requests 
the  Welfare  Department  of  the  Guild  to  conduct  the  home  investi- 
gations, to  submit  a  report  of  the  findings  and  prepare  the  family 
for  the  child's  return,    Each  child  is  given  a  complete  outfit  of 
clothing.    Some  children  receive  loans  ranging  from  |>50  to  $5100 
to  assist  them  for  vocational  adjustment  in  the  community. 

There  is  no  indication  in  the  children's  records  that 
the  Welfare  Department  informs  the  Home  for  the  Blind  of  the  family 
situation  of  the  children  prior  to  discharge „    Thus  it  was  not 
possible  to  determine  the  thoroughness  of  the  home  investigations e 
Length  of  Instituti on a 1  Stay  of  D Is  char  ge  s 

It  is  interesting  in  this  connection,  to  note  the  length 
of  stay  of  the  blind  in  the  Home  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
the  movement  of  the  population..    To  seme  extent  the  fluctuation  in 
the  institutional  population  depends  upon  the  frequency  of  discharge 
which.,  in ''-turn,  may  be  gauged  by  the  length  of  stay  of  the  blind  in 
the  Home  9 

The  average  length  of  stay  in  the  Home  of  all  the  blind 
was  found  to  be  2*7  years »    Of  the  84  persons  discharged  from  the 
Home j  23  had  been  under  care  for  a  period  less  than  1  year,  35 
from  1  to  3  years,  18  from.  3  to  5  years,  while  8  persons  had  been 
under  care  for  a  period  ranging  from  6  to  9  years,,    Inasmuch  as 
the  aged  blind  will  necessarily  remain  under  care  for  a  shorter 
period  than  the  young  blind,  separate  analysis  was  made  for  the 
various  groups o    Thus,  the  average  length  of  stay  of  those  under 
18  rears  of  ar:e  at  the  time  of  admission  was  found  to  be  3„I  years. 
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the  range  being  from  less  than  1  year  to  9  years;  the  average  stay 
of  those  between  18  and  50  years  was  2U5  yaars,  the  range  being  fro 
1  to  9  years  and  those  over  50  years  of  age  remained  at  the  Home 
for  an  average  period  of  lc6  years  the  range  being  from  less  than 
1  year  to  6  years. 
To  Whom  Discharged 

Of  the  84  blind  persons  discharged  from  the  Home,  24  in- 
dividuals were  discharged  to  one  or  both  parents,  4  persons  were 
transferred  to  the  Vacation  Camp  and  Dormitory  of  the  Hew  York 
Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind;  3  persons  to  various  hospitals;  8 
persons  were  discharged  to  homes  of  relatives  or  guardians;  27 
died  in  the  Home  or  after  being  transferred  from  the  Home  to  a 
hospital;  and  in  18  cases,,  no  information  was  available,, 

In  this  connection,  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  in- 
dividuals and  agencies  to  whom  the  blind  were  discharged  correlated 
by  age  at  discharge  from  the  Home0    Considering  first,  the  26 
children  under  18  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  discharge,  it  was 
Indica ted  that  19  children  were  discharged  to  one  or  both  parents. 
One  child  was  discharged  to  a  guardian  and  6  died,    In  this 
connection,  it  might  be  mentioned  that  2  of  the  children  Wore 
later  transferred  to  special  institutions  -  one  was  transferred  to 
Randall's  Island  while  the  other  child  was  committed  to  a  reforma- 
tory o    Of  the  15  blind  between  18  and  50  years,  5  persons  were 
discharged  to  parents,  4  were  discharged  to  the  Vacation  Camp  and 
Dormitory,  1  died  and  for  5  cases,  Information  was  not  specifically 
indicated,    With  respect  to  the  41  blind  over  50  years  of  age,  3 
were  discharged  to  hospitals,  7  were  returned  to  the  hemes  of 
relatives  or  guardians,  20  had  died  and  in  11  Instances  information 
was  not  available.    In  2  instances  age  at  discharge  or  referral 
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of  discharges  was  not;  indicated. 

Summarizing  the  above  detailed  information;,  it  will  be 
observed  that  the  vast  majority  of  the  children  were  discharged 
to  their  parents  after  a  period  of  care  in  the  Homee    The  older 
blind,  particularly  the  extreme  aged,  remained  at  the  Home  perma- 
nently--, 
Reason  for  Discharge 

Of  the  84  individuals  discharged  from  the  Home,  5  attended 
college  for  general  or  special  training;  6  were  transferred  to  the 
Community  Workers,  the  Pencil  Office,  etc.,  3  were  discharged  to 
their  parents  because  they  had  sufficiently  improved  physically 
for  adequate  adjustment  in  the  home ;    5  persons  were  returned  to 
their  parents  whose  homes  were  sufficiently  established  to  render 
adequate  care;  4  persons  were  discharged  to  hospitals  because  of 
serious  illnesses;  4  were  behavior  problems  (1  was  a  definite  sex 
problem);  5  were  returned  to  their  parents  who  left  town;  4  were 
placed  at  the  Vacation  Camp  and  Dormitory  cf  the  New  York  Guild 
for  the  Jewish  Blind;  28  died  and  in  20  cases  no  reason  for  dis- 
charge was  indicate d0 
After-care 

After  discharge  from  the  Home,  some  of  the  blind  who 
come  to  the  attention  of  the  Guild  Welfare  Department  for  special 
problems  are  accepted  for  service a    Many  of  the  discharged 
children  return  to  the  Home  for  the  Jewish  holidays,  during 
Christmas  week  and  during  the  summer  months*    Some  are  referred 
to  the  Vacation  Camp,  arrangements  being  made  by  the  Home  for  the 
Blind*    During  the  summer  of  1928,  5  children  were  sent  to  the 
Vacation  Camp  conducted  by  the  Guild  and  3  were  at  the  Home  during 
the  summer «    The  Superintendent  of  the  Home  also  communicates 
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occasionally  with  the  various  departments  of  the  New  York  Guild 
for  the  Jewish  Blind  and  hospitals  in  regard  to  the  progress  and 
adjustment  of  discharged  persons.. 

No  routine  physical  examinations  are  administered  on  the 
blind  after  discharge  from  the  Home.   However,  those  in  need  of 
health  follow-up  are  referred  to  the  medical  staff  of  the  Guild 
or  to  various  clinics  in  the  City  for  diagnosis  and  treatment. 

Recreational  opportunities  are  afforded  "by  the  Community 
Center  in  the  form  of  dances,  concerts,,  lectures,  etc    Two  sources 
of  employment  are  open  for  the  blind  -  the  Community  Workshop  and 
the  Pencil  Office *    The  types  of  employment  at  the  Workshop  com- 
prise wood  work  and  textile  weaving*    The  work  at  the  Pencil 
Office  constitutes  polishing.,  stamping  and  sharpening  of  pencils 
and  putting  enclosures  in  letters.    The  Welfare  department  also 
aids  the  blind  in  obtaining  permits  for  conducting  news  stands. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  types  of  employment  avail- 
able for  the  blind  at  the  present  time  are  decidedly  limited,,    One 
reason  for  this  situation  is  the  fact  that  the  New  York  Guild  for 
the  Jewish  Blind  does  not  sufficiently  exhaust  the  various  in- 
dustries to  determine  what  opportunities  are  available  to  the 
blind  for  vocational  adjustment*    There  is  need  of  a  placement 
bureau  with  a  trained  field  worker  to  establish  contacts  with  the 
various  industries  to  ascertain  what  occupations  ere  available  to 
the  blind.    Such  a.  bureau,  conducted  by  the  Welfare  Department 
of  the  New  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind  would  undoubtedly  tend 
to  increase  the  variety  of  employment  for  the  blind, 
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Status  of  Discharged  3 1 i nd  a t  the  Time  pf  Study 

The  present  status  of  the  blind  discharged  from  the  Home 
was  obtained   through  conference  with  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Home  and  records  In  the  Welfare  Department  of  the  New  York  Guild 
for  the  Jewish  Blind 0    Information  was  available,  however,,  for  30 
Individuals  under  30  years  of  age «    Of  this  group  6  persons  were 
employed, 13  individuals  were  attending  school;  s§  in' elementary  school 
3  in  high  school  and  4  In  college;  4  children  were  of  pre -school  age; 
1  was  transferred  to  a  reformatory  and  6  had  died,    Of  the  6  persons 
employed,  one  conducted  a  luncheonette  stand,  earning  between  $20  and 
$40  a  week;  1  was  employed  in  a  printing  shop,  earning  t25   a  week;  1 
was  in  the  Pencil  Office,  2   were  employed  in  the  Community  Workshop, 
and  1  was  a  saleslady* 

As  has  been  indicated,  it  is  not  possible  to  generalise 
at  the  present  time  with  respect  to  the  success  of  the  Home  in  pre- 
paring the  blind  for  vocational  adjustment  in  the  community,   However, 
there  Is  some  indication  that  the  blind,  have  profited  by  the  physical 
care  and  educational  and  vocational  training  at  the  Home  for  the 
blind. 
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Inter-Relationship  of  Agencie s 

As  indicated  in  the  statements  en  tb.o  programs  of  in- 
dividual agencies  there  are  differences  in  policy  which  result  in 
an  overlapping  of  work  among  the  organizations  interested  in  the 
blind  and  a  lack  of  definite  division  of  activity  among  them0   The 
same  blind  person  may  be  receiving  recreation  at  the  Community  Center, 
Guild  or  Lighthouse,  and  he  may  be  receiving  clothing  from  the 
Lighthouse  and  relief  in  money  from  the  Guild 0 
New  York  Guild  and  J.S.-S.  A  - 

In  1921  the  J.S„S.A.  and  the  New  York  Guild  drew  up  an 
agreement  as  to  the  allocation  of  blind  persons  then  under  care  of 
both  organizations j    The  J»-S.S*A,  made  the  following  agreement  as 
to  the  disposition  of  new  cases  in  which  blindness  was  involvedg 

"New  cases  involving  problems  of  blindness  will  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind  for  complete  supervision 
when  only  an  individual  is  concerned.    Cases  of  families  in  which 
blindness  occurs  will  be  kept  by  the  Jewish  Social  Service 
Association  when  there  are  family  problems  involved*" 

Though  the  J.S.S.A,  has  no  definite  agreement  with  the 
Lighthouse,  the  records  of  the  J.S, S.A. ,  the  Guild  and  the  Lighthouse 
indicate  with  regard  to  the  policy  of  the  first  organization  that  it 
refers  cases  of  the  blind  in  which  the  only  problem  Is  blindness,, 
to  the  Lighthouse  or  to  the  Guild,  for  complete  care;  and  in  those 
cases  in  which  there  are  other  problems,  it  refers  the  case  for 
vocational  service  or  placement  while  continuing  to  keep  the  case 
under  care. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  should  be  noted  that  the  New  York 
Guild  has  the  policy  of  continuing  to  serve  families  in  which  there 
are  problems  other  than  blindness,  unless  the  family  is  large  and 


-  154 


relief  extending  over  a  number  of  years  Is  considered  to  be  nee dodo 
In  this  way  the  same  family  might  be  cared  for  by  either  organization 
New  York  Association  ( Li gh t house)  and  Gu 1 Id 

There  is  no  formal  understanding  or  delimitation  between 
the  Guild  and  the  New  York  Association  (Lighthouse ) «    The  latter 
organization,  in  its  program  of  medical  care,  vocational  guidance, 
employment,  recreation,  temporary  relief  and  visits,  includes  Jews 
as  well  as  non-Jews. 

It  visits  individuals  who  may  be  known  to  the  Guild  and 
gives  them  service  when  necessary0    Its  policy  Is  not  to  duplicate 
the  service  of  medical  care  or  relief  to  the  handicapped*    It  does 
extend  to  the  blind  the  privilege  of  attending  recreational  activi- 
ties at  the  Association  though  they  may  be  attending  those  at  the 
Community  Center,    The  Guild,  usually  does  not  undertake  service 
for  cases  known  to  bo  under  the  care  of  the  New  York  Association,, 
Yet  the  two  organizations  do  not  confer  on  cases  routinely  and  there 
is  necessarily  a  certain  amount  of  duplication. 

Of  147  cases  served  by  the  Guild  during  1929,  there  were 

11  who  had  received  some  service  from  the  New  York  Association  during 

the  first  four  months  of  the  year*    Of  89  Guild  cases  studied,  38 

and 
were  served  at  some  time  by  the  Association, /a  large  number  of  the 

others  had  been  visited  for  census  purposes;  6  had  received  seme 

service  during  the  first  naif  of  1929 ^    In  some  instances  the 

duplication  was  known  to  the  Guild  but  usually  it  was  not  known. 

In  four  instances  the  New  York  Association  was  providing  clothing 

to  relief  cases  of  the  Guilde    In  10  instances,  supervision  of  news 

stands  was  being  done  by  both  agencies..    In  one  instance,  the  New 

York  Association  was  supervising  the  news  stand  of  a  man  who  was 

employed  in  the  Cobbling  Shop  of  the  Guild.    Neither  organization 


• 
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reported  knowing  of  the  other's  interest.    The  Guild  believes, 
however,  that  the  stand  is  actually  operated  by  the  blind  man's  son 
even  though  secured  in  the  blind  man's  name.    In  another  instance, 
a  man  employed  in  the  New  York  Association  shop  was  at  the  same  time 
receiving  $20  monthly  relief  from  the  Guild  who  understood  that  his 
only  employment  was  doing  chores  in  a  restaurant  for  which  he  re- 
ceived his  food. 

Both  organizations  expressed  the  desire  to  hold  confer- 
ences for  the  purpose  of  discussing  general  policies  and  individual 
cases  and  that  such  getting  together  would  seem  to  be  of  advantage 
to  both  of  them. 
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TEE  JEWISH  3L-1  ¥0 

The  following  pages  contain  seme  interesting  facts  about 
the  Jewish  blind  known  to  social  agencies *    The  information  on 
those  known  only  to  the  Vacation  Camp,  Community  Workers,  Public 
Schools,  and  Homes  for  the  Aged«  was  incomplete  so  that  it  was 
necessary  to  omit  this  group  from  some  of  the  tabulations.   However ., 
it  is  believed  that  the  group  for  whom  we  have  information  is 
sufficiently  representative  of  all  the  Jewish  blind  to  be  used  as  a 
basis  of  judgment* 

There  were  certain  difficulties  involved  in  tabulating 
this  material o    In  many  instances,  one  individual  was  known  to 
several  agencies,  and  the  Information  obtained  from  the  different 
agencies  was  sometimes  different  and  even  contradictory •    It  was, 
therefore,  necessary  to  arbitrarily  decide  to  accept  certain  in- 
formation and  to  reject  other  statements.    Furthermore,  there  were 
certain  types  of  information,  such  as  physical  and  mental  diagnoses, 
which  were  sometimes  approximations  rather  than  accurate  information. 
so  that  our  statements  are  not  as  exact  as  we  should  like  to  have 
them.   For  classif Ication,  we  have  usually  divided  the  blind  into 
three  groups  -  those  under  20,  in  childhood  and  youth,  those  between 
20  and  59,  which  includes  the  working  period,  and  those  60  and  over, 
the  aged.    These  correspond  to  the  groups  used  by  the  United  States 
Census. 
Sex 

Table  I.  shows  the  division  by  sex.     There  were  491 
males  end  290  females  in  the  group.    This  means  that  there  were 
approximately  168  blind  men  for  every  100  blind  women  included.   In 
the  general  Jewish  population  of  Greater  New  York  in  1925,  the  ratio 
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of  men  to  women  was  91  to  1000    On  this  basis  blindness  would,  thus 
seem  to  be  about  83%  more  frequent  among  Jewish  males  of  New  York 
than  among  females.-"-   It  is  interesting  to  note  that  among  the 
blind  population  of  the  United  States  in  1920,  there  was  29.4/b 
excess  of  males  over  females  as  compared  with  the  general  population 
and  for  New  York  State  the  excess  was  only  15.7$. 
Age 


Table  I.  also  shows  the  age  range  of  the  group  studied, 
This  is  important  because  the  blind  at  different  ages  of  life  pre- 
sent different  problems. 

The  group  of  718  for  whom  ages  were  known,  included  37 
males  and.  14  females  under  20  years,  299  men  and.  1G0  women  between 
the  age  of  20  and  59.,  and.  117  men  and  91  women  60  years  of  age  or 
over.    The  abnormality  of  the  age  divisions  of  the  Jewish,  blind 
may  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  whereas  in  our  group  1,2%   are  under 
20  years  of  age,  71$  aro  between  20  and  64,  and  21,.  8^  are  among 
the  aged  group,  65  years  or  over,  the  Jewish  population  of  Greater 
New  York  in  1925  included  40,7%'  under  20  years  of  age,  57.2$  from 
20  to  64  years  of  age,  and.  2*1%  who  were  65  years  and  over. 
Nativity 

Thirty-four  per  cent  of  the  group  for  whom  nativity  was 
given  were  born  in  the  United  States,  and  66$  are  foreign  born.   It 
would  be  interesting  to  compare  this  with  the  proportion  of  native 
born  in  the  Jewish  population  of  New  York  City,  but,  unfortunately, 
such  Information  is  not  available ., 


-"-  This  seems  an  especially  large  number;  there  are,  however,  no 
reports  with  which  we  might  check  such  figures. 


• 
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Nativi bv 


" ~~"  '    Male   ""  "    "  Female Total 

Nativity No. %  No,  %         No.       % 


Native  born 

153 

56  oO 

74 

Foreign  " 

272 

64  0 

168 

TOTAL 

425 

100,0 

242 

Not  Stated 

65 

49 

30,6 

227 

34.0 

69,4 

440 

66.0 

100,0 

667 
114 

100.0 

GRAND  TOTAL      490 291 781 

Marital  Status 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  35.9%  of  the  men  and  33 ,8% 
of  the  women  are  single.    Forty-eight  and  seven  tenths  per  cent  of 
the  men  are  married,,  whereas  only  28%  of  the  women  are  married.   Ten 
and  five  tenths  per  cent  of  the  men  are- widowed,  as  compared  with 
31.3%  of  the  women,  and  4„9%  are  separated,  deserted  or  divorced, 
as  compared  with  1%   of  the  women. 
With  Whom  Living 

Of  the  781  Jewish  blind  who  were  known  to  agencies,  159 
were  in  institutions  and  622  were  living  in  the  community. 

Of  those  543  not  in  institutions  for  whom  information  was 
available,  143  men  and  24  women  were  living  with  their  spouses  and 
children;  214  including  117  men  and  97  women,  were  living  with  their 
parents  and  siblings  or  children  or  with  their  siblings  only. 
Seventy-three  were  members  of  married  couples  living  alone,  and  51 
lived  entirely  alone.    For  a  group  which  is  predominantly  a  middle- 
aged  group,  the  number  who  were  living  with  parents  and  siblings 
seems  especially  large,  though  no  figures  for  the  general  population 
are  available  for  comparison.    Ten  of  the  men  and  four  of  the 
women  were  living  in  dormitories.    In  this  connection,  it  has  been 
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Nativi  by 


.._      Male  ~ ~ Female  Total 

Nativity         No. %  No,  % No, 


Native  born 

153 

36  ,0 

74 

30,6 

227 

34.0 

Foreign   " 

27?. 

64  0 

168 

69.4 

440 

66.0 

TOTAL 

425 

100,0 

242 

100,0 

667 

100.0 

Not  Stated 

65 

49 

114 

GRAND  TOTAL 

4  90 

291 

781 

Marital  Status 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  35.9%  of  the  men  and  33 „&% 
of  the  women  are  single.    Forty-eight  and  seven  tenths  per  cent  of 
the  men  are  married,  whereas  only  28%  of  the  women  are  married.   Ten 
and  five  tenths  per  cent  of  the  men  are  widowed,  as  compared  with 
31.3%  of  the  women,  and  4„9%  are  separated,  deserted  or  divorced, 
as  compared  with  7%  of  the  women, 
With  Whom  Living 

Of  the  781  Jewish  "blind  who  were  known  to  agencies,  159 
were  in  institutions  and  622  were  living  in  the  community. 

Of  those  543  not  in  institutions  for  whom  information  was 
available,  143  men  and  24  women  were  living  with  their  spouses  and 
children;  214  including  117  men  and  97  women,  were  living  with  their 
parents  and  siblings  or  children  or  with  their  siblings  only. 
Seventy-three  were  members  of  married  couples  living  alone,  and  51 
lived  entirely  alone.    For  a  group  which  is  predominantly  a  middle- 
aged  group,  the  number  who  were  living  with  parents  and  siblings 
seems  especially  large,  though  no  figures  for  the  general  population 
are  available  for  comparison.    Ten  of  the  men  and  four  of  the 
women  were  living  in  dormitories.    In  this  connection,  it  has  been 
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pointed  out  that  while  there  is   a  Jewish  dormitory  for  men,  there 
are  no  such  facilities  for  blind  women. 

The  Clara  de  Hirsch  Boarding  Home  for  Girls  will  accept 
a  few  blind  girls  if  they  are  working  or  going  to  school  nearby  and 
if  they  are  intelligent  and  of  pleasant  disposition.   It  is  neces- 
sary for  the  organization  to  restrict  itself  to  such  girls  because 
the  sighted  girls  in  the  house  must  assist  them  and  do  not  like  to 
do  this  unless  they  have  a  personal  friendship  for  the  blind  girls. 
The  Home  has  had  as  many  as  4  blind  girls  who  worked  at  the  Light- 
house or  attended  Hunter  College,  but  at  the  present  time  (3-30-30) 
has  only  one,  a  non-Jewish  girl.   There  was  one   Jewish  girl  in 
the  Home  at  the  time  of  study. 

The  Y.W.H.A.  Dormitory  has  in  the  past  accepted  one  or 
two  partially  sighted  young  women  of  pleasant  personality  and  at 
present  has  one  partially  sighted  girl.   Limitation  of  numbers  is 
necessary  here  for  the  same  reason  as  in  the  Clara  de  Hirsch  Home. 
Neither  Home  accepts  middle  aged  blind  women. 

As  indicated  in  the  report  of  the  Hew  York  Association 
for  the  Blind,  the  Catholic  Center  for  Blind  Women  accepts  Jewish 
residents;  and  at  the  present  time,  two  Jewish  women  employed  by 
the  Lighthouse  are  living  at  the  Catholic  Center,   The  workers  at 
that  organization  indicate  difficulty  in  placing  Jewish  blind  women 
in  Jewish  dormitories.   The  concensus  of  opinion  of  workers  inter- 
viewed and  the  information  at  hand  indicates,  however,  that  the 
number  of  cases  of  young  women  and  middle  aged  women  in 

which  it  might  be  desirable  to  use  dormitory  facilities  are  very 
few. 
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The  Welfare  Department  of  the  New  York  Guild  has  b^en 
successful  in  placing  blind  women  who  needed  homes  with  other  in- 
dividuals.  In  those  few  cases  in  which  a  home  is  needed,  it  would 
therefore  seem  desirable  to  attempt  to  arrange  for  a  blind  woman 
to  board  with  a  family  or  with  another  individual. 
Age  of  Blindness 

The  age  at  which  blindness  occurs  is  of  importance  in  any 
approach  to  the  study  of  the  blind.    It  is  vital  in  considering 
the  vocational  program  to  know  to  what  extent  the  problem  is  to 
educate  blind  children,  and  to  what  extent  it  is  to  re-educate  blind 
adults  who  have  previously  had  training  while  sighted.   It  is,  of 
course,  also  of  Importance  In  discussing  the  prevention  of  blindness, 
to  know  when  and  how  blindness  occurred. 

Table  IV.  indicates  for  women  and  men  the   age  at  which 
vision  was  lost.   Over  one-third  (35.3$)  lost  their  sight  during 
childhood  or  youth;  over  one-half  during  adult  life,  and  11.1$ 
became  blind  in  old  age.   In  other  words,  in  approximately  two- 
thirds  of  the  cases  vision  was  lost  at  20  years  of  age  or  later. 
The  corresponding  divisions  for  the  1920  census  were  36.9$  under 
20  years,  37.2$  from  20  to  59,  and  26$  60  years  of  age  or  over. 
The  smaller  proportion  of  those  losing  their  sight  after  60  among 
the  Jewish  group  corresponds  to  the  smaller  number  of  aged  Jewish 
blind  and  of  aged  in  the  Jewish  population  as  a  whole,  as  compared 
with  the  general  population.   Women  seem  to  lose  their  sight  rela- 
tively more  frequently  in  childhood  and  ;yTouth  than  mun.   While  the 
frequency  in  adult  life  is  less  than  among  men,  it  bucomes  greater 
again  at  old  age.   This  fact  may  be  explained  to  some  extent  by 
the  more  sheltered  occupations  of  women,  and  by  the  fact  that  on 
the  whole,  they  live  longer  than  men.   The  risk  of  blindness  among 


-1  /-»  /■- 

-    I  c  h     - 

the  aged  seems  to  be  greater  than  at  any  other  time  of  life. 
Mental  Condition 

In  genera  1,  no  note  is  made  of  mental  condition  in  the 
records  of  an  agency  unless  there  is  some  striking  abnormality, 
and  only  in  a  few  cases  were  diagnoses  found,   Of  those  not  in 
institutions,  32  were  reported  as  mental  defectives,  though  diag- 
nosis was  given  in  only  four  cases.   Among  the  institution  group, 
19  were  reported  to  be  mental  defectives,  although  exact  diag- 
nosis  was  reported  in  only  three  cases-   This  information  is  so 
incomplete,  that  It  is  not  possible  to  draw  any  conclusion  from  it. 
The  same  is  true  of  information  secured  regarding  mental  disorders, 
Education 

Data  on  education  is  necessarily  incomplete  for  middle 
aged  and  older  groups,  since  so  many  of  them  are  foreign  born, 
Information  was  available  for  331  of  those  not  In  institutions. 
One  hundred  and  forty-five  had  public  school  education,  44  had, 
in  addition,  some  high  school  education,  25  had  attended  college 
and  7  had  attended  some  vocational  or  professional  school.   Thirty- 
eight  reported  some  education  in  institutions   for  the  blind. 
Sixty-eight  reported  no  education.    Ability  to  read*  raised  script 
was  indicated  by  155  persons  out  of  504.   Since  most   of  the   rec- 
ords were  secured  from  organizations  for  the  blind  who  would  be 
apt  to  record  the  fact,  it  is  probable  that  few  of  the  220  for 
whom  Information  was  not  secured  were  able  to  read  raised  script- 
The  small  number  among  the  group  who  can  read  raised  script   is 
not  surprising,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  so  large  a  number  become 
blind  during  middle-age,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  only  208 
know  English  well  enough  to  read  and  write. 
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Citizenship 

Information  as  to  citizenship  was  available  for  626: 
466  were  citizens  and  160  were  not  citizens.   Citizenship  for  the 
blind  person  is  an  important  asset  in  that  if  be  is  partially  de- 
pendent, it  makes  kirn  eligible  for  the  blind  dole  and  for  licenses. 
It  also  gives  him  t,   feeling  of  participating  in  the  community, 
and  this  is  so  desirable  for  him  to  secure. 
Causes  of  Blindness 

The  caut-e  of  blindness  was  stated  in  538  cases.   In 
some  instances,  there  was  no  medical  diagnosis  and  sometimes  the 
reports  given  by  different  agencies  were  contradictory.   However, 
wherever  possible,  exact  medical  diagnosis  was  secured.   In  all 
but  52  cases  for  which  information  was  available  the  condition  was 
due  to  some  disease  of  the  eye.   In  31  cases,  it  was  duo  to  diseases 
other  than  specific  affection  cf  the  eye.   In  20  cases  it  was  due 
to  accident.   The  outstanding  cause  of  blindness  was  Cataract 
which  was  responsible  for  the  condition  in  147  instances.   The  next 
in  importance  was  Optic  Atrophy  which  was  responsible  in  77  cases. 
Glaucoma  was  responsible  for  68  cases  of  blindness.   It  Is  interest- 
ing to  note  that  there  were  only  39   cases  of  congenital  blindness, 
three  of  these  being  duo  to  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  and  35  to  causes 
which  were  not  stated. 
Service  During  1929 

Of  those  in  Institutions,  10  had  also  received  service 
from  some   agency  other  than  the  institution  during  1929.   Of 
those  not   in  institutions,  428  had  received  some  service  during 
the  year.    Of  this  number 


305  had  received  service  from  one  agency 
93  had  received  service  from  two  agencies 
25  had  received  service  from  three  agencies 
5  had  received,  service  from  four  agencies 
The  total  number   '  which  had  received  service  from  agencies 
is  as  follows: 

A  go  n  c  i  e  s  Giving  So  r  v  i  c  e  D"U  ring  1929 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Guild 

63 

54 

117 

J.S.S.A. 

31 

83 

Lighthouse 

109 

31 

140 

DoP.W. 

88 

31 

119 

Community  Workers 

2  5 

21 

46 

Dormitory 

10 

10 

Camp 

42 

30 

73 

U.S.  Veterans  Sure 

au 

n 

i 

Queensboro  Workers 

for 

Eli: 

ad 

1 

1 

Public  School 

3 

3 

6 

10TAL  394  202  596 


Since  service  to  the  blind  is  different  for  different 
age  groups,  it  is  desirable  to  summarize  briefly  the  situation 
with  regard  to  three  groups  as  we  have  divided  thum  and  to  study 
their  problems • separately. 


Most  of  the  data  were  secured  between  April  and  October;  in- 
formation about  new  cases  was  secured  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
It  is  probable  therefore  that  a  number  receiving  service  during 
the  intervening  months  were  omitted. 

This  represents  those  known  only  to  the  C.W.,  since  informa- 
tion as  to  ethers  was  not  available* 
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Blind  Children 

Table  I  indicates  a  total  cf  51  blind  children,  under 
20  years  of  age,,    Those  include  37  males  and  14  females.   Of  the 
group  of  8  below  5  years  of  age,,  three  were  in  the  Guild  Home  and 
five  were  in  their  own  homes*    Of  the  five  in  their  homes,  one 
had  been  in  the  Guild  home,  but  had  been  removed  since  her  mother 
recovered  from  illness;  two  of  the  families  of  these  children  were 
known  to  be  dependent,  but  there  was  no  indication  that  institution- 
alization was  desired  by  the  agency  undertaking  their  care*    In 
another  Instance  the  family  was  In  a  fairly  good  financial  condition 
and  the  mother  had  refused  to  allow  the  child  to  be  sent  to  the 
Guild  Home.    Except  in  one  instance,  in  which  the  child  was  suffer- 
ing from  mastoiditis,  there  was  no  indication  of  physical  defects 
or  disease  other  than  blindness*    In  one  instance,  a  case  of  con- 
genital ptosis,  it  was  noted  that  the  plan  suggested  by  the  agency 
for  operation  was  rejected  by  the  parents,  because  of  the  fact  that 
a  similar  operation  for  other  children  in  the  family  had  been  un- 
successful.   Comparing  these  with  the  children  In  the  Guild  Home, 
we  find  that  the  latter  de  suffer  from  a  number  of  serious  physical 
def ectso 

Of  the  children  above  5  years,  15  were  In  institutions, 
and  28  were  living  in  the  community.    Of  the  28,  there  were  19 
attending  school,  4  employed  and  4  doing  neither.    There  was  no 
information  for  one  case, 

A  study  of  the  physical  condition  showed  that  in  general 
the  health  was  good,  although  mental  defectiveness  was  suspected 
in  three  cases  and  diagnosed  in  one.    One  boy  and  two  girls  had 
previously  been  in  school  or  institutions,  and  had  been  removed  by 
parents.    Both  of  the  girls  came  from  poor  homes,  and  the  in- 
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dication  was  that  in  at  loast  one  case  the  girl  would  profit  by  ■ 
return,  but  her  parents  were  unwilling  to  allow  her  to  stay  at  the 
institution.    Of  the  four  who  were  employed,  two  of  the  girls 
were  in  workshops,  one  was  a  saleswoman,  the  boy  who  was  employed 
was  a  piano  tuner* 

There  was  not  sufficient  Information  available  to  enable 
us  to  determine  whether  the  children  who  go  to  Institutions  come 
from  poorer  homes  than  those  in  the  community* 

Adult  Blind 

In  the  group  studied  there  were  459  adults  between  the 
age  of  20  and  59  forming  63»4$  of  the  total  group <,        This  group 
included  299  men  and  160  women 0 
Institutional  Or oup 

Of  thu  46  In  institutions  at  the  time  of  the  study,  15 
were  in  the  Guild  Home,  V  in  the  Manhattan  State  Hospital,  5  in 
City  Home,  and  the  ethers  at  other  Institutions  including  Montefiore, 
Beth  Abraham,  Randall ?s  Island,  Craig  Colony,  and  Letchworth  Village . 
With  a  few  exceptions,  all  are  more  or  less  custodial  cases  who 
may  be  expected  to  spend  the  rest  of  their  lives  in  institutions « 
Non-Institution 

The  difficulty  with  which  a  blind  person  can  fit  himself 
into  occupations,  most  of  which  require  sight,  is  well  known,  and 
it  was  therefore  surprising  to  find  that  of  the  270  males  in  this 
age  group,  for  whom  information  was  available,  164  or  62,3$  were 
reported  as  gainfully  employed*    Of  those  employed,  45  or  27,4% 
Vifere  newsdealers,  and  18  others  were  in  some  form  of  trade  such  as 
peddling,  salesmen,  etc.    Thirty-one  or  1Q%   were  in  sheltered 
workshops,  11  were  engaged  in  some  professional  capacity,  such  as 
music  teachers,  musicians,  law  or  tutoring.    Six  were  known  by 
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workers  to  be  beggars.    In  many  instances,  no  doubt,  a  great  deal 
of  assistance  was  secured  from  sighted  persons,  in  news  stands,  for 
instance,  or  in  stores  snob  as  confectionery  stores,    In  cases 
in  which  men  were  peddlers  or  salesmen,,  assistance  was  given  by 
members  of  organizations  in  securing  customers  and  in  taking  the 
blind  from  place  to  place 0    Among  the  women,  40  were  housewives 
and  47  had  no  occupation.,    Forty-three  or  about  one-third  were 
known  to  be  gainfully  occupied,,    Of  this  number,  29  were  in  the 
manufacturing  or  mechanical  industries,  and  20  or  nearly  half  of 
the  total  number  employed,  were  in  the  workshops  making  doll  wigs 
or  doing  handicraft  work,.    Others  were  peddlers,  two  assisted  at 
news  stands,  and  two  were  dictaphone  operators* 

The  handicap  of  the  blind  becomes  especially  noticeable 
In  the  discussion  of  salaries  earned,,    The  amount  received  by  93 
of  the  men  was  not  stated,  but  of  the  94  men  for  whom  information 
was  secured,  including  chiefly  those  In  workshops  and  those 
peddling,  the  median  salary  was  $17  a  week..    Twenty-six  earned 
under  $10  a  week,  and  37  earned  between  $510  and  $20  a  week* 
Twenty- one  earned  between  $20  and  $50,  and  10  earned  over  $30. 
One  man  was  reported  to  be  earning  between  $75  and  $100  a  week* 
Salaries  were  known  for  23  of  the  45  women  of  this  age  group  who 
were  employed.    Seven  were  earning  less  than  $10  and  13  between 
$10  and  $15  a  week.    Three  were  earning  between  $15  and  $20  a 
week. 

It  is  not  possible  to  compare  this  with  regular  salaries 
of  sighted  people,  but  It  would  seem  rather  low..    as  p  ointed  out 
above,  practically  one-half  of  the  men  were  married  and  had 
families  for  whom  they  were  in  whole  or  partially  responsible* 
The  largest  part  of  the  women  were  either  single  or  widowed,  and 
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thus  dependent  on  tliemsleves  or  their  families  Tor  support.   It  is 
not  surprising,  then-  that  we  rind  19  of  the  men  and  10  of  the 
women  receiving  subsidy  from  the  Now  York  Guild,  and  in  addition 
40  receiving  some  aid  from  the  Jewish  Social  Service  Association j 
82  were  receiving  allowances  from  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare 
Vocational  Training 

Some  vocational  training  was  reported  for  98  of  the  270 
men,    A  total  of  51  were  engaged  in  the  same  occupation  for  which 
they  had  been  trained^   In  some  industries,  such  as  textile 
weaving,  where  there  is  a  careful  selection,  and  In  the  cobbling, 
for  which  no  great  skill  is  needed,  there  Is  a  high  correlation 
between  those  training  and  those  staying  in  the  industry*  With 
regard  to  broom  and  mat  making,  it  was  found  that  17  out  of  30  who 
had  received  such  training,  were  continuing  in  it,  and  that  only 
one  out  of  12  who  had  received  training  in  chair  caning,  was  en- 
gaged in  that  work.   Many  others  had  undoubtedly  received 
vocational  training  which  they  did  not  use  and  which  was  not  .. 
recorded o 

Jewish  Aged  Blind 

Included  in  the  group  found  in  our  study  %ere  208  people 
60  years  of  age  or  over,  of  whom  117  were  men  and  91  women. 
Institutions 

Of  this  number  85  including  38  men  and  47  women  were  in 
institutions;  22  men  and  34  women  were  In  homes  for  the  aged  and 
12  men  and  12  women  were  at  the  Guild  Home*    Others  were  at  City 
Home  and  Manhattan  State  Hospital.    Those  In  homes  for  the  aged 
included  14  who  were  known  to  be  in  infirmaries  and  in  addition, 
4  who  were  in  mental  wards 0 
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Non-Institutional  Cases 

Seventy-nine  men  and  44  women  were  living  in  the  community 
Of  this  number 

44  were  between  GO  and  64  years 

41  were  between  0  5  and  70  years 

19  were  between  70  and  75  years 

19  were  75  years  and  over 
The  largest  number,  52,  wore  living  with  their  spouses.   In  addition, 
26  were  living  with  their  children  or  in  the  homes  of  their 
children.    Sixteen  were  living  in  the  Guild  Hcme0 
0c cupation 

Of  the  79  men,  40  or  nearly  one-half  had  some  form  of 
employment.    Of  this  number,  11  were  in  Sheltered  Workshops,  5 
were  In  the  Guild  Gobbling  Shop  which  is  chiefly  occupational 
therapy,  10  were  peddlers  and  3  were  known  to  be  beggars. 

The  salaries  were  known  for  21  and,  of  this  number,  13 
earned  less  than  $10  and  8  earned  between  §10  and  $20«# 

A  review  of  the  records  of  the  19  for  whom  there  was  no 
information  leads  us  to  believe  that  their  income  was,  on  the 
whole,  very  small.    The  39  who  were  not  employed,  were  being 
supported  by  children  or  were  receiving  some  relief  either  from 
the  public  or  private  agencies  or  both* 

Six  of  the  women  had  some  form  of  employment,  either  as 
peddlers,  agents,  or  in  domestic  service.    Of  the  others,  16 
were  known  to  be  housewives. 


Earnings  of  cobblers  included  only  that  portion  of  their  wages 
which  the  Guild  considered  they  were  actually  producing.   No 
financial  information  was  available  to  check  these  amounts. 
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Physical  Condition 

V/hile  the  information  ?;as  to  physical  condition  was  not 
complete,  there  were  indications  that  in  at  least  half  of  the 
cases,  the  old  people  were  suffering  from  some  chronic  illness  or 
were  generally  feeble  because  of  old  agec    This,  of  course,  is 
to  be  expected  in  a  group  of  this  agee    The  need  for  institutional 
care  could  not  be  determined  from  the  information  available  because 
of  the  incompleteness  of  information,   (It  is  interesting  to  note, 
however,  that  among  those  who  were  dependent  on  the  Guild,  there 
are  a  number  who  refused  to  go  to  a  home  and  were  given  a  subsidy 
by  that  organization.) 
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-VI- 


■TUDY  OF   TITS    BLIND 


CITIZENSHIP 


(Non-Institution  Cases  ) 


: 

Yes 

: 

No 

: 

Total 
Known 

" 

1;     o  iU     , 

• 

Grand 
Total 

Under  20 

: 

45 

: 

[' 

45 

; 

5 

• 

50 

20  -  59 

• 

518 

: 

85 

• 

401 

■ 

42 

: 

445 

60  and  over 

• 

98 

' 

75 

• 

175 

: 

55 

; 

208 

TOTAL  KNOWN 

s 

461 

i 

158 

' 

619 

: 

82 

• 

701 

NOT  STATED 

0 

5 

:  : 

o 

• 

■n 

% 

16 

• 

25 

GRAND  TOTAL 

: 

466 

• 

160 

i 

626 

■ 

98 

• 

724 

P 

: 

(74,4) 

'• 

(25.6) 

■  i 

( 100 . 0 

): 

• 

-VII- 
STUDY   OP   THE    BLIND 
CAUSES    OF    BLINDNESS 


e 
• 

Cause  of  Blindness 

° 

No  . 

; 

% 

; 

: 

I   Disease 
A.  Specific  Affection  of  Eye 

I 

517 
486 

» 

96.1 

90.3 

I 

. 

Diseases  of  the  Ocular  Muscles 

i 

6 

: 

1.1 

I 

• 

Diseases  of  the  Conjunctiva 

. 

11 

. 

2.0 

° 

t 

Trachoma 
Others 

! 

Q 

2 

; 

1.7 

.4 

I 

: 

Diseases  of  Refraction 

: 

65 

; 

12.1 

; 

0 

• 

Myopia 

Progressive  Myopia 
Others 

: 

50 

11 

4 

• 

9.3 

2.0 
.7 

: 

; 

Diseases  of  Cornea  and  Sclera 

: 

16 

? 

3.0 

: 

' 

Diseases  of  Crystalline  Lens 

. 

149 

. 

27  .7 

• 

° 

Cataracts 

• 

147 

e 

27.5 

* 

; 

Diseases  of  Iris 

i 

5 

; 

.9 

: 

; 

Diseases  of  Ciliary  h   Choroid 

<> 

87 

; 

16.2 

: 

e 

0 

Glaucoma 

Chorioiditis 

Others 

; 

68 

18 
1 

: 

12.6 

3.3 

O 

• 

: 

Diseases  of  Retina 

: 

54 

: 

10.0 

; 

• 

Detached  Retina 
Retinitis  Pigmentosa 
Others 

: 

32 

17 

5 

; 

5.9 

3.2 

.9 

• 

; 

Diseases  of  Optic  Nerve 

; 

82 

; 

15.2 

; 

: 

Optic  Atrophy 
Others 

; 

77 
5 

; 

14.5 
.9 

; 

: 

Diseases  of  Humors 

; 

3 

; 

.6 

j 

° 

Diseases  of  Eye  as  a  Whole 

o 

4 

' 

.7 

. 

. 

Congenital  Diseases 

. 

4 

0 

.7 

' 

: 

Congenital  Miciopthalmus 
Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

; 

1 
3 

• 

.2 
.6 

I 

: 

B.  General  Extra  Orbital  Disease 

; 

31 

; 

5.8 

I 

• 

11   Accident 

; 

20 

: 

5.7 

• 

'• 

III   Poisoning 

5 

1 

: 

.2 

; 

: 

Total  Known 

: 

538 

LOO.O 

• 

: 

Not  Stated 

; 

186 

• 

p 

0 

Congenital 
Others 
Grand  Total 

35 
151 
724 
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IX 

ST'-JDY  OF  THE,  BLIND, 
PHYSICAL  CONDITION 

(Non-In st it ut i  on.  Case s ) 


Condition 

:  Unde 

:   20 

r   s         • 

:   20-59   ; 

"*~'cO~'cl~ 
Over 

9 

N.5 

e   s         To 

tal 

F  • 

M   s 

F '  s 

_M  §  .. 

F  s  Us  F  t 

Ifiial. 

• 

-* 

Good 

.   8  ! 

2  :  63  : 

23  S 

19  ! 

10. 

—  • 

1  :  90  :  36  s 

126 

• 
• 

^5.0 

Fair 

:   -  : 

-  i   1  . 

3  . 

- 

* 

v,  • 

-  s  1  s  3  « 

4 

1.4 

Poor 

:   -  : 

•         0 

-  :   3  : 

1  : 

1 

* 

• 

__  » 
• 

-  :   4  :   1  : 

5 

1.8 

Chronically  111 

Jl   2  ; 

•         0 

2  .  51  ; 

42  I 

32 

151 

• 

1  ;  8£_:  60  :. 

145 

51.8 

Total  Known 

.  io  *  j 

4  [ll8  . 

69  ": 

52 ; 

25- 

• 
» 

2  :180  :100  : 

280 

100o0 

Not  Stated 

t  w   « 

5  .145  t 

61:'  s 

27 1 

2  9» 

• 
0  : 

3  .193  :  92  s 

206 

GRAND  TOTAL 

JlJxI. 

9;  5263  .134  . 

-zaJ 

6 

JLjL 

JLjJZ3..'j£fLL 

-21- 

S 

HANDICAPPED 


:  Under   s         s  60  &   .         . 

20    :   20- '^S   •  Over    t   N«.S,   s       Total 

!  M   J  F  :  M  %     F  ■  M   j  F  .   i:  j   F  »   M  s   F 

Total  •   % 

Deaf            :  -  1  -  j  12  1  8  s   2  :   4  1   -  :   -  s  l4  :  12 

Deaf-Mute        :   -  •  -    •   4  2   1  ,   ~  .   -  ♦     :   -  •   4s   1 

Orthopedic       :  -  s  1  %     4  :   7s  -  1  -  1  Is  -  s  5  :  8 

:   26   . 
!    5  i 
:   13   s 

I         a         •         •         «          •         c                   a          0 
•           »           C            «           f            •           0            4           C            • 

TOTAL           ;   -  s   1  1  20  1  16  *   2  s   4  5   1  .-  »  s  23  s  21  : 

44   s 

i 


•X- 


STUDY , OF  THE.  BLIND 

OCCUPATION  OF  MFN 
(Non-T*ist ituiion  C a s e  s ) 


Occupations           ; 

Under 

• 

i 

60 

&      : 

§ 

• 

_            2 

20 

c  p 

0-59 

% 

Ov 

er   s 

N.S.  : 

Total 

I 

Manual  &   Mechanical  Indust0  % 

c 

a 
r 

a 

0 

* 

Textile  Workers          % 

• 

8 

9 

3  1 

11 

Brooms  &  Mops            : 

3 

17 

5 

3  1 

20 

Piano  Tuning             i 

1 

• 
a 

5 

• 

6 

Cobblers                : 

0 

6 

• 

e 

5  ! 

11 

Others                  : 

■ 

18 

•  - 
0 

1   ! 

1   J 

20 

II 

Trade                      : 

* 
9 

• 

• 
0 

a 
• 

Retail  Dealers           s 

• 

6 

; 

2 

8 

News  Dealers            : 

i- 

45 

• 

3 

!     1   ! 

49 

Peddlers                t 

i 

15 

* 

10 

;     1 

26 

Salesmen  &  Clerks        ; 

t 

14 

; 

1  ' 

1   15 

Insurance  Agents         : 

• 

5 

0 

5 

Employment  Agency         : 

C 

i 

« 

!     1 

III 

Professional                s 
Music  Teachers  &  Musicians s 

0 

i 

»    6 

Others                  i 

» 

5 

5 

1 

:    1 

1     7 

IV 

Personal                   t 

10 

ft 

2 

12 

B  eggar  s                 \_ 

Total  Employed              t 

"5 

2 

_J 

:    6 

1 

164 

• 
• 

34- 

:    4 

:  203 

N .  5 .                       : 

1 

23 

0 

a 

6 

!     2 

i       32 

Not  Employed                s 

7 

24 

• 

39 

:    1 

s   121 

Students                   i 

14 

2 

• 
a 

:    1 

i        17 

Total                    J 

23 

263 

• 
• 

79 

$'    8 

J  373 

•XI 


STUDY  OP  THE  BLIND 


OCCUPATIONS  OP  FEMALES 


Occupation 


: Under   20:20-59; 60  &  Over  : N  .  S . -Total 


Manufacturing  ":  M 
Industries 


Mechanical 


Weaving 

Hair  Weaving 

Other  Workshop 

Packing 

Laundry 

Homecraft 

Millinery 

Proof  Reading 


Trade 


Saleswoman 
Peddler 
News  Stand 


1 

I 

11 

1 

° 

G 

I 

2 

• 

2 

g 

3 

: 

1 

i 

1 

: 

; 

1 

• 

1 
2 

5 
12 
7 
2 
2 
3 
1 
1 


2 
4 
2 


Professional 
Tutor 

Braille  Teacher 
Home  Teacher 
Music  Teacher 


1 

9 


1 
1 
1 
2 


Domestic  &  Personal 
Rooming  Housekeeper 

Clerical 

Office  Work 
Dictaphone  Operator 
Agent 

Beggars 

Housewife 

Student 

N.S. 

None* 


o 

40 
2 

o 

47 


1 
1 

16 

5 

17 


• 

i 

; 

2 

; 

1 

e 

3 

• 

56 

: 

6 

3 

• 

10 

1 

; 

67 

TOTAL 


154 


44 


5 


192 


-XII' 


STUDY  OF  THS  BLIND 

W|p3KLY_EAHNiNG3 
(Non-Institution  Cases ) 


% 

s               s j  60  &     ; 

'  Not 

• 

Earnings 

s Under 

■  20;      20-59    ;   Over      :£ 

>.taie_d_  s Tc 

tal_ 

,-JJL 

s 

F      i  M   s   F      ?  M    s   F    2 

Mi" 

F    s  M    l      F 

JL 

Total 

s 

4 

a                     e                          It                    *                    ■ 
bo                           ore 

£ 

(■                             li 

* 

Under   $5« 

u 

• 

• 

s      6s      1    :      4s      2? 

8 

5    10?     3 

a 

13 

0 
t 

• 

is                     ©ft« 

* 
* 

ft                          C 

* 

$5.  -  $9. 

* 
0 

• 

1    s    20s      0    5      9; 

ft 

i    29:      7 

• 
* 

36 

j 

; 

* 

0 

*                  i 

a 

10.    -  14-. 

: 

: 

1  j   20:   13   s      7s   1   s 

0 

s    27:    15 

• 

42 

i 

i 

•                       0                             •                       •                      * 

8 

•                   o 

• 

15.  -  19. 

• 

i 

t   17:      3s      Is        : 

^ 

2    18:      3 

* 
• 

21 

p 

m 

*                a                    *                a                * 
c                   •                        •                   c                  ft 

• 

:        s 

• 

20.    -   24. 

• 

8 

:   13;          s        I        s 

• 
• 

:    13: 

0 
0 

13 

« 

• 

Oft                                     ft                              ft                             0 

0                 •                      a                  •                 c 

• 

'i        : 

J 

25.   and  over 

! 

• 

I     I8l               S           S           5 

ll 

s   19: 

• 
O 

19 

Not  Stated 

• 

:    2 

8 

(ft                                      ft                              «                             4. 

1     :   93:   22  «19   I   8   s 

$'t 

4  1I19*  35 

154 

None 

$21 

• 

•                 e                      ,i                  i                 c 

6     j   76;  89  :39   -33   ' 

2     5 

1   ;138:129 

267 

0 

T 

ov                   o              t«               a 

ft 
» 

"'!      T 

TOTAL 

!?3 

8 

9      ^263:134    :79    ?44   s 

8    : 

5    :373:192 

565 

L 

t 

•               i                   5               3c 

c 

%        : 

, 

-XIII- 

STUDY  OF  THE  JEWISiT  BLIND, 

INSTITUTIONS   IN  TtfHICH  BLIND   WERE   LIVING 


Unde 

_H 

»r  20  j  20  tc 
__F a  M 

i  59 
F 

i   60  i 

s  M 

0                              1 

j  Over?   N.S.   : 
F_s_M F  _j 

Total 
M    F 

T 

Guild  Home            ! 

10  : 

4:6: 

9 

t  12  • 

t            ma* 

t                              ill 

12  5      S      ! 

• 

28*:  25  : 

53 

Queensboro  Home  for    j 
Blind              i 

1 

*            « 

! 

< 

1  : 

l 

N.Y. Institute  for     i 
Blind              ) 

3  i 

ft         *          1 

•         i         1 

:     t    :    i 

< 

3" 

3 

Craig  Colony         i 

:   1   : 

li 

1 

Letchworth  Village    i 

s   2   : 

2: 

2 

Randall' s  Island 

!   1 

i     :   2 

!  1 

i  3' 

!.    1 

4 

Beth  Abraham  Home  for 
Incurables         i 

i      5   2 

t   2! 

2 

City  Home 

5      s   4 

!  1 

;   2 

!       J   2  5   1 

i  8 

:   2 

:  10 

City  Hospital 

a   2 

i 

1                  Q               • 

i   2 

!   2 

State  Rome  School     , 

5 

%      1 

!   1 

:   1 

Montefiore  Hospital   i 

e           ! 

!   3 

1 

4 

sis 

4« 

:   1 

i  5 

Central  Neurol. Hosp. 

i           a 

s   1 

.   li 

•  1 

Home  of  the  Daughters 
of  Jacob 

i 

:  6. 

:  15   :   1  : 

i  7 

:   15 

t  22 

United  Home  for  Aged 
Hebrews 

:   1 

1 

:   1 

Home  of  Daughters  of 

Israel 
Home  of  Sons  and 

Daughters  of  Israel 

I 

i     J 

!•  1 

:   2 

;  1 

8   7*.    :  1 

:   2 
;  1 

!    9 

!  11 

:  1 

Ileb,  Home  for  Aged 

of  Harlem 
Home  of  Old  Israel 

:   4 

:   3:    : 
i   1  :    : 

:   4 

i       3  i 
:   1 

i  7 
:   1 

Manhattan  State  Hosp. 

t            :   4 

«  3 

*    0 

j   1  :     s 

:  6 

i    4 

10 

Home  for  Aged  & 
Infirm  Hebrews 

i           » 

:     :   1 

i 
i 

:  12 

I   8  I     :' 

!  13! 

8  ! 

21 
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